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DIRECT COMMUNICATION WITH TRADERS. 





The DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE (DEvEcor- 
MENT AND INTELLIGENCE) is @ centre at which information on 
all subjects of commercial interest is collected and classified 
in a form convenient for reference, and at which, so far as 
the interests of British trade permit, replies are given to 
enquiries by traders on commercial matters. As far as is 
possible, the Department supplies, on personal or written 
application, information with regard to the following 
subjects: Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tender, 
and other openings for British Trade; Lists of manufac- 
turers at home and lists of firms abroad engaged in par- 
ticular lines of business in different localities; Foreign and 
Colonial Tariff and Customs Regulations; Commercial 
Statistics; Forms of Certificates of Origin; Regulations ccen- 
cerning Commercial Travellers, Sources of Supply, Prices, 
etc., of Trade Products; Shipping and Transport, etc. 

Sumples of foreign competitive goods and commercial 
products which are received from abroad from time to time 
are exhibited at the Offices of the Department. 

Samples of goods of German and Austrian manufacture 
which were sold in British markets abroad and in certain 
foreign markets are on exhibition in the Sample Rooms of 
the Department. 

The BRITISH INDUSTRIES FAIR, 1918, was held in 
the Pennington Street premises of the London Docks which 








were placed at the disposal of the Board of Trade by the 
Port of London Authority. It was opened on llth March 
and closed on 22nd March. The Office dealing with Fair 
matters is at 10, basinghall Street, Loudon, E.C. 2. 


In order that British manufacturers may have an oppor- 
tunity of familiarising themselves with German and Austrian 
methods of advertising, the Bcard of Trade have collected 
over 9,500 SPECIMEN CATALOGUES OF GERMAN AND 
AUSTRIAN ORIGIN, and these may be inspected by British 
manufacturers at the Department of Overseas ‘Trade 
(Development and Intelligence), 10, Basinghall Strcet, 
London, E.C. 2. 


A new index has been prepared, in which the catalogues 
are classified both as regards articles of manufacture and 
names of manufacturers, thus rendering identification of any 
particular catalogue a simple matter. Copies of this index 
may be obtained by United Kingdom manufacturers on 
application to the Comptroller-General, Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 73, Basing- 
hail Street, London, E.C. 2. 


All communications intended for the Department of Over- 
seas Trade (Development and Intelligence) should be 
addressed to: The Comptroller-General, Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligences), 73. 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C, 2. 














OPENINGS FOR TRADE AND NAMES OF TRADERS IN 


COUNTRIES 


ABROAD. 





Confidential Information. 


SPECIAL REGISTER. 


The Special Register affords early information to manu- 
facturers and traders of new trade openings abroad before 
they become public property. It is also a vehicle for 
circulating reports on foreign competition, and any other 
matters likely to be of importance and interest to particular 
trades. The information, which is private and confidential, 
is supplied to the Department by His Majesty’s Trade Com- 
missioners within the Empire, and by His Majesty’s 
Diplomatic and Consular Representatives in foreign 
countries, and is circulated to firms on the Register as 
quickly as possible after its receipt. 


The Register is open to any approved British firm on the 
payment of a fee of two guineas per annum (which includes 
the annual subscription to the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal’’). 
It is not open to non-British traders. 


Information is od hap solely for the purpose of extending 
trade in British-made goods. 


Those British firms who desire their names to be included 
in the Special Register should communicate with The 
Comptroller-General, Department of Overseas Trade 
ee Intelligence}, 73, Basinghall Street, 

ndon, E.C. 2. 





FORM K. 


H.M. Consular Officers have received instructions to 
furnish the Department of Overseas Trade (Development 
and Intelligence) with commercial information respecting all 
firms in their respective Consular Districts who can be 
recommended as possible importers of goods of British manu- 
facture. This information, which includes the commercial 





and financial status of the firms concerned, their local and 
Kuropean references, goods particularly required, terms of 
trading and language in which correspondence should ke 
carried on, is furnished to the Department on a prescribed 
form, which is known as Form K. 


In order to obtain the fullest possible advantages from 
the ‘‘Form K” system of information, a wide danliasion is 
ESSENTIAL. 


A system of co-operation between the Department co} 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence) and Brilisi 
traders is therefore necessary, and this co-operation is being 
attained as follows : — 


{. The Department collects and edits the information. 
2. The Trade Associations distribute the information. 


That is, the Department issues the information to— 
(a) The Association of Chambers of Commerce. 
(b) The Federation of British Industries. 


The bodies comprised in these organisations have their 
varicus component trades classified as shown in ‘‘Form K,’’ 
and lists of traders are therefore only eirculated to those 
firms which come under that classification, thus avoidin2 
circulating to trades which are not interested. 5 


The system is safeguarded by agreements with the 
distributing organisations against the issue of the informa- 
tion to any outside firms. All firms who wish to receive the 
information have to be approved by the Department. At 
present over 10,000 firms have joined, and any other firms 
who wish to participate should apply through their Chaniber 
of Commerce or the Federation of British Industries (329, 
St. James’s Street. London, S.W. 1), or through bodies 
affiliated to the latter. ) 
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The Board of Trade. 
BRITISH INSTITUTE OF INDUSTRIAL ART. 


The Board of Trade, in conjunction with the Board 
of Education, and with the advice of representative 
members of the Royal Society of Arts, the Arts and 
Crafts Exhibition Society, the Art Workers’ Guild, 
the Design and Industries Association, and various 
persons and organisations connected with manufacture 
and commerce, have framed a scheme for the esta- 
blishment of a British Institute of Industrial Art with 
the object of raising and maintaining the standard of 
design and workmanship of works of industrial art 
produced by British designers, craftsmen, and manu- 
facturers, and of stimulating the demand for such 
works as reach a high standard of excellence. 


ORGANISATION OF THE INSTITUTE. 


The Institute will be incorporated under the joint 
auspices of the Board of Trade, as the Department 
dealing with industry, and the Board of Education, as 
the authority controlling the Victoria and Albert 
Museum, and the methods by which it is proposed to 
achieve its objects include :— 

(a) A permanent Exhibition in London of modern 
British works selected as reaching a high 
standard of artistic craftsmanship and manu- 
facture. 

(by) A Selling Agency attached to this Exhibition. 

(c) A Purchase Fund for securing for the State 
selected works of outstanding merit exhibited 
at the Institute. 

(d) The establishment of machinery for bringing 
designers and art workers into closer touch 
with manufacturers, distributors, and others. 

(e) The organisation of provincial and travelling 
exhibitions of a similar character, either 
directly or in co-operation with other organisa- 
tions. 

In addition to the governing body which will be re- 
sponsible for the general management of the Institute, 
it is proposed to constitute an independent Selection 
Committee consisting of persons of outstanding repu- 
tation and position in relation to design, craftsmanship, 
and manufacture, and no works will be eligible for 
exhibition which have not been submitted to and ap- 
proved by this Committee. . 

It is intended that articles of craftsmanship not in- 
tended for multiplication and trade products mechani- 
cally produced shall both be eligible for exhibition 
provided that they comply with the conditions, in- 
cluding those relating to British design and workman- 
ship. and reach the required standard. Probably there 
will be two sections of the Exhibition for articles of 
craftsmanship and trade products respectively. 


FINANCIAL BASIS. 


It is not at present intended that the Exhibition of 
the Institute shall be actually opened until after the 
war, but all preparatory steps are being taken so as 
to avoid delay when peace has been restored. It is 
hoped that the Exhibition will be permanently open 
to the public, exvept possibly on special days on which 
admission may be confined to duly accredited trade 
representatives on the lines of the British Industries 
Fair. Arrangements will be made for the continual 
replacement of exhibits that are purchased or with- 
drawn. A suitable commission will be charged on 
sales effected through the Institute. There is reason 
to hope that within a short period of years the Institute 
may become self-supporting (except, of course, as 
regards the cost of purchasing for the nation selected 
works of outstanding merit). But it is necessary to 
provide for an adequate guarantee fund to ensure the 
stability of the scheme, at least during its initial stages, 
and thus to enable a high standard to be rigorously 
maintained without regard to immediate financial 
necessities. The Board of Trade confidently hope that 
such a guarantee fund will be forthcoming. 
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The above scheme has been framed and will be worked 
in close co-operation with the Council of the Royal 
Society of Arts, whose own scheme for the encourage. 
ment and co-ordination of movements towards the 
development and improvement of Industrial Art in. 
cludes as one of its objects the support. of the proposed 
Institute. 

All communications should be addressed to the See. 
retary, British Institute of Industrial Art, Board of 
Trade, 7, Whitehall Gardens, S.W.1. 


THE COAL POSITION. 


SIR A. STANLEY AND SIR GUY CALTHROP 
IN MANCHESTER. 

About 3,000 representatives of all branches of the 
coal-mining industry attended a meeting in the Free 
Trade Hall at Manchester on Saturday to hear ad- 
dresses from Sir Albert Stanley, President of the Board 
of Trade, and Sir Guy Calthrop, the Coal Controller. 
Mr. Thomas Greenall, Chairman of the Lancashire and 
Cheshire Miners’ Federation, presided, 

SIR ALBERT STANLEY thanked the people of the cotton 


industry of Lancashire for the commendable way in which 
they had responded to calls which the Government had made 
upon them. To-day the position was extremely grave, but 
he was satisfied that the appeal which was being made for an 
increase of the output of coal would receive a magnificent 
response. We were determined to bear our full share, and 
perhaps a little more than our full share, for a term, of 
a terrible burden. Like ourselves, the Americans had found 
a big difference between the quantity of coal their mines 
were producing and the quantity that was necessary for 
industries and for comfort. But, notwithstanding the 
decrease in the number of men in the American mines, the 
output of coal in those mines was increasing. The miners 
of America, responding to the request of President Wilson, 
were meeting this crisis, and the miners of this country 
were going to meet the demand in exactly the same spirit. 
It was impossible to estimate accurately the extent of our 
deficiency. As the German Army retreated some mines in 
France—but not many—were relieved, and in a little time 
it might be possible for the French to obtain an additional 
supply from their own mines. But whatever that amount 
might be, it would be nothing like enough to meet what they 
required. Unless the output could be increased in this 
couniry, industries would be crippled and hundreds of 
thousands of people would be thrown out of employment. 
There was one alternative; that was, to bring back miners 
from the Army. It was his duty to say that there was no 
chance of that being done. Those men could not be brought 
back from the Army in sufficient numbers to re-establish the 
coal situation in this country, whatever might be the con- 
sequences in the coming winter. Sir Albert Stanley, con- 
tinuing, said: There is a strong possibility that this war 
will be ended before many inonths are over. It is impossible 
for me to prophesy when that day will come, but I do say 
that those who are best qualified to foretell that date are 
no longer talking about a long war. The door of victory 
has been opened by the Allied Armies, and he who attempts 
in the slightest degree to prejudice the strength of our 
Armies is engaged in helping to shut the door again. You 
cannot win the magnificent battles that you are winning 
without losses, and those losses must be made good from the 
man-power of this country. Never was the prospect so 
bright as it is to-day. Forget for a little while the difficul- 
ties which confront you in your own industry; work to a 
common end and secure an early and a complete victory. 

SIR GUY CALTHROP said that even if peace were to 
come quickly, the problem of coal in this country this winter 
was nct going to be settled by that. Certain mines which 
the Germans had under fire in Northern France had heen 
recovered, but any relief that would be got by that means 
would be such a bagatelle as not really to affect the situation, 
more particularly when they remembered that the more the 
Allied Armies advanced, the more coal was required to supply 
the railways and the lines of communication. He coupled 
with his appeal for an increased output an assurance that 
there should be no hoarding of coal and no coal wasted or 
used luxuriously or extravagantly. 


On the motion of Colonel Pilkington, seconded by 
Mr, Stephen Walsh, M.P., the meeting thanked the 
speakers, but expressed the opinion that unless 25,000 
Grade 1 men were returned to the mines the full supply 
of coal that was necessary could not be obtained. 
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THE BOARD OF TRADE—continued. 





PEAT PRICES TO BE FIXED. 


The Coal Controller has had his attention drawn to 
the abuse which is being made of our limited peat 
supplies. While he does not deem it necessary to 
treat peat as part of the rationing scheme, the Con- 
troller feels it necessary that some steps should be 
taken to regulate its distribution and price to prevent 
these abuses. An official announcement will be made 
shortly. 





RELEASE OF MINERS FROM THE ARMY. 


Sir A. Stanley, President of the Board of Trade, 
answering a question in the House of Commons on 
Tuesday, said that the progress of the release of coal- 
miners from the Army had been substantially accele- 
rated during the past two months. 

Up to 12th Octobér the number was 25,899. The 





majority were men of B2 and B38 category, but the — 
scope of the release scheme was extended at the be- 
ginning of September to include men of 1 category 
(who might for coalmining purposes be regarded as 
equivalent to A men), and a substantial proportion 
of B1 men were included amongst the numbers recently | 
released. 

He was hopeful that, as a result of appeals which 
were being made to the coal owners and miners, the 
output of coal would be improved ; but the situation was 
serious and demanded the most rigorous economy in 


consumption. 








THE NON-FERROUS METAL INDUSTRY 
ACT, 1918. 





SEVENTEENTH LIST OF LICENCES. 


We give below the seventeenth list of firms, etc., 
licensed under this Act. Previous lists appeared in 
our issues of 30th May, 13th and 20th June, 4th, 11th, 
18th and 25th July, 8th, 15th, 22nd and 29th August, 
5th, 19th and 26th September, and 38rd and 10th 
October. 

Notice is hereby given in accordance with Section 1, 
Sub-section 7, of the Non-lerrous Metal Industry Act, 
1918, and No. 11 of the Statutory Rules and Orders 
No. 265 of 1918 (Non-Ferrous Metal Industry), that 
licences under the Non-Ferrous Metal Industry Act 
have been granted by the Board of Trade to the under- 

















Alderley Copper Ltd., 1, Gresham House, Old Broad Street, | 
£.C. 2. | 


Amos, J. J., 118, High Street, Shoreditch, FE. 1. 

Angola Coaling Co., Ltd., The, 1, Lloyd’s Avenue, E.C. 3. 

Basilio, A. J., trading as Aris, J. Basilio and Co., 91-93, 
Bishopsgate, E.C. 2. 


' Biggs and Co., W. H., 7, Prospect Place, Swansea. 


Blackfriars Type Foundry, Ltd., The, 154-156, Blackfriars 
Road, S.E. 1. 

Blezard, N., Prudential Buildings, Park Row, Leeds. 

Blum, J. (G. A. Witt’s successor), 36, Lime Street, E.C. 3. 

Boct, A., trading as J. Boot and Son, 10, Finkhill Street, 
Nottingham. 

Callow, Mrs. S.. 2, Arthur Street, Well Street, Hackney, 
E. 9. 

Cartwright, J. T., 3, Cadogan Street, Glasgow. 

Chalmers, Guthrie and Co., Ltd., 9, Idol Lane, E.C. 


Cliff Dale Barytes Co., Ltd., The, Pontesbury, near 
Shrewsbury. | 

Cox, McEuen and Co., Baltic House, 27, Leadenhall | 
Street, E.C. 3. | 


Croggon and Sons, Ltd., Victoria Bridge, Manchester. 
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Croskee, J., 15 and 16, Buckingham Street, Birmingham. 

Date, H., Trevarrack Stamps, Lelant, Cornwall. 

Driggeth Mines Co., The, 37 and 38, Prudential Buildings, 
Park Row, Leeds. 

Durling, West and Durling, 
Lambeth, S.E. 

East Moors Chemical Co., Ltd., East Moors, Cardiff. 

~———-. Smelting Co., Ltd., 30-31, St. Swithin’s Lane, 

Ellis, E., 513, Romford Road, Forest Gate, E. 7, Essex. 

Farringdon Works and H. Pontifex and Sons, Ltd., The, 
43-44, Shoe Lane, E.C. 4. | 

Farrow, G., trading as A. E. Farrow and Son, Metal Ware- 
house, Oldham. 

Ferguson, W.-H., trading as W. Ferguson and Sons, City 
Road Works, Brechin. 

Fleming, J., 102, George Street, Whiteinch, Glasgow. 

Gault, W., 22, King Street, Port Glasgow, and Inchgreen 
Station, Greenock. 

Geddes and Son, D., 45, Renfield Street, Glasgow. 

Griffin, H. W., trading as H. W. Griffin and Co., African 
House, 6, Water Street, Liverpool. 

Hare, C. F. A., trading as John Hare and Co., and Chas. 
Hare and Co., Temple Gate, and Bath Bridge, Bristol. 

Harris, A., 8, Brondesbury Road, Kilburn, N.W. 6. 

Harris and Son, Ltd., M., Mill Street, Dockhead, S.E. 1. 

Harris, S. J., trading as Harris and Co., Farr’s Lane, 
Narrow Quay, Bristol. 

Harry, R. W., 58, New Road, Llanelly. 

Harvey, W. C., 166, Buchanan Street, Glasgow. 

Heathcote, P. W., trading as Patrick Gardiner and Co., 
5, Fen Court, E.C. 3. 

Heathcote, W. H., Johnson Street, 
Manchester. 

Highton and Son, Ltd., 16, 18, 20, Graham Street, City 
Road, N. 1. 

Hobbins, A., 
Birmingham. 

Hodges, Ltd., Rowland, Frederick Works, Brearley Street, 
Birmingham. 

Holman Michell and Co., Ltd., Cornwall Lead and Metal 
Works, St. Helens, Iancs. 

Hopkins, G., Tunstall, Staffs. 

Hughes, Ltd., Wm., 7, Drury Lane, W.C. 2. 

Hull, Blyth and Co. (Pert Said), Ltd., 1, Lloyds Avenue, 
E.C. 3. 

= wae Trust (1913), Ltd., 70, Lombard Street, 
i.C. 3. 

Jacks and Co., W., 19, St Vincent Place, Glasgow. 

Jacobson, M., 16, Spoutmouth, Glasgow Cross. 

Kinghorn and Co., J. P., 90, Mitchell Street, Glasgow. 

Kirkham, Ltd., J. and W., Lark Street Works, Bolton. 

Laidlaw and Son (Edinburgh), Ltd., R., Simon Square 
Works, Edinburgh. 

Le Personne and Co., L., 99, Cannon Street, E.C. 4. 

Llantwit Engineering and Foundry Co., Ltd., The, 23, Gelli- 
wastad Road, Fontypridd. 

Lush and Son, C. G., 2, Broad Street Place, E.C. 2. 

Magnolia Anti-Friction Metal Co., of Great Britain, Ltd., 
49, Queen Victoria Street, E.C. 4. 

Martin and Co., Ltd., G., Basinghall Street, Leeds. 

Matterson, Huxley and Watson, Ltd., 17, Cross Cheaping, 
Coventry. 

McDonald, Scales and Co., 4, Chapel Street, Whitecross 
Street, E.C. 1. 

McGill, H., 57 and 59, Robertson Street, Glasgow. 

McNeal, C., Lloyds Bank Chambers, Fenton, Staffs. 

Metal Agencies Co., Ltd., The, 32, Queen Square, Bristol. 

Metal and General Agency (J. G. H. Weager, sole pro- 
prietor), 5, Whittington Avenue, E.C. 3. 

Meyerstein and Co., W., 6, Lloyds Avenue, E.C. 3. 

Mounce, Rickard and Bennetts, Bushorne Tin Streams, 
Camborne. 

Murex Co., Ltd., 1, London Wall Buildings, E.C., 2. 

Nielson and Maxwell, Ltd., 142, St. Vincent Street, Glasgow, 
and 4, Lloyds Avenue, E.C. 3. 

Norton, Owen and Co., 6, Gt. Winchester Street, E.C. 2. 

Oxley, J., Cadman Chambers, 131, Norfolk Street, Sheffield. 

Palmer, W. E., trading as J. Livingston and Son, 34, Grace- 
church Street, E.C. 3. 

Palmer, W. E., trading as G. J. Palmer and Sons, 10, High 
Street, Poplar, FE. 14. 

Patent Axle Box and Foundry Co., Ltd., The, Wednesfield 
Foundry, Wolverhampton. 

Paterson, Simons and Co., Ltd., London House, Crutched 
Friars, E.C. 3. 

Paton, J., Pontypool, Monmouthshire. 


142-146, Newport Street, 


Salford Station, 


9, Great Russell Street, St. George’s, 
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Pearse and Co., Ltd., E., Shilhay, Exeter. 

P. F. T. Corporation, Ltd., 33, St. Swithin’s Lane, E.C. 4. 

Pickering and Co., Ltd., R. J.,. Wishaw, near Glasgow. 

Pollard T., trading as L. Carter and Son, Richmond Road, 
Earls Court, S.W. 5. 

Potts, Ltd., J., 154, Burgess Street, Grimsby. 

Ricard and Freiwald, 120, Fenchurch Street, E.C. 3. 

Richards, A., Atlantic Works, River Street, Longmore 
Street, Birmingham. 

Rigmaiden, Ltd., A. H., 4, Chapel Walks, Liverpool. 

Roberts, A. E., 120, Tamworth Street, Hulme, Manchester. 

Shipman and Co., Ltd., Hawthorn Avenue, Hull. 

Silver, S., 9, Colmar Street, Mile End, E. 1. 

Smith, A., Excelsior Werks, Clayton, Manchester. 

Taylor and Co., A., 14, Hollis Croft, Sheffield. 

Tennants (Lancashire), Litd., The Albany, Liverpool. 

Thomas, J. N. and H., Botallack Bottoms, St. Just, S.O. 
Cornwall. 

Tolgarrick Tin Streams, The, Tuckingmill, Camborne. 

Travis, H., Fairfield Street, Manchester. 

Urnietta Zinc Mines (Spain), 35, Moorgate Street, E.C. 2. 

Wakelin, Ltd., A. J., 20, Ravenscroft Road, Beckenham. 

Walker, Sons and Co., G., 116, Hope Street, Glasgow. 

Walton, J., trading as J. Walton and Co., Healyfield Smelt- 
ing Mill, Castleside, Co. Durham. 

Ward and Davidson, Ltd., 61, Bonner’s Field, Sunderland. 

— Barytes and Mining Co., Ltd., 11, Haymarket, 
S.W. 1. 

Webster, E. J., 119, Bow Road, E. 3. 

Wiggin and Co., Ltd., H., 55, George Street, Birmingham. 

Wilcock, J., trading as J. Wilcock and Co., South Street, 
Dewsbury. 

Williams, C., Manoravon Works, Morriston, nr. Swansea. 





CANADIAN MANUFACTURERS AND MERCHANTS 
AND UNITED KINGDOM TRADE. 

H.M. Trade Commissioner at Toronto (Mr. F. W. 
Field) has recently completed a tour of the towns in 
Western Ontario. During the tour meetings were 
arranged with manufacturers and importers in the chief 
centres, and a wide range of questions on the develop- 
ment of United Kingdom trade with Canada was dis- 
cussed. At the majority of the meetings the main 
questions which appeared uppermost in the minds of 
the Canadian commercial community were: 





(1) The present difficulty in obtaining shipping 
space, with the expression of hope that the needs 
in this direction of the various parts of the Empire 
would be considered by transportation authorities 
after the war. 

(2) How to obtain the necessary raw materials. 

(3) Enquiries for dyes. 

(4) The need for more aggressive action by United 
selling organisations in the 


Kingdom Canadian 


market. 





COMMERCIAL EDUCATION IN THE UNITED 
STATES. 

In 1915 the Commissioner of Education of the United 
States appointed a Committee of fifteen prominent 
educationists and business men to study the extent 
and methods of educational preparation for foreign 
service, both in the United States and abroad. The 
Committee, states a message from the British Em- 
bassy at Washington, is understood tu be engaged at 
present on the task assigned to it, and has now formed 
an advisory council, which includes the names of many 
influential public men, as well as of Presidents of the 
principal Universities and Colleges, Senators, Congress- 
men, and Bankers. 


—— 
—- 
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ECONOMIC PROGRESS OF NEW 
ZEALAND. 


REPORT OF H.M. TRADE COMMISSIONER 
| FOR 1917. 

The prosperity which New Zealand has experienced 
since the commencement of the war continued during 
1917. The Report of H.M. Trade Commissioner in 
New Zealand (Mr. Rk. W. Dalton) for the year, which 
is published to-day (Cd. 9175. Price 3d.), states that 
statistics which are available and can be used as a guide 
to economic conditions all reflect this prosperity. 

The buying power within the country is being main- 
tained at a high level, and it is an indication of the 
prosperous state of the Dominion that, while taxation 
has been much increased and large loans (unprece- 
dentedly large for New Zealand) have been raised, little 





. tendency on the part of the general public to reduce 


buying has been noticeable. 

There has been much anxiety, the Report states, as 
regards shipping facilities for the removal of produce, 
but, up to the present, conditions in this direction have 
not been nearly as bad as they might easily have been, 
and often threatened to be. It can fairly be said that 
New Zealand has been well favoured in the matter of 
shipping, and that congestion, which might have proved 
serious, has been largely avoided. ‘lhe immediate 
future must depend to a great extent on the supply of 
shipping, while the distant future will depend on the 
course of the markets after the war. On the whole, 
however, but particularly as regards after-war condi- 
tions, there does not seem to be much cause for anxiety. 


FINANCIAL CONDITIONS. 


While loan conditions undoubtedly prevail, the banks 
and the large stock and station companies are keeping 
a tight hold on the financial situation, and there is, 
therefore, a lack of speculation on any extensive scale 
which might operate to the detriment of New Zealand 
in the uncertain period which may follow the war. 
There can be little doubt that, in some districts, short- 
age of labour tends to lead to deterioration of land, 
but it is doubtful whether such deterioration will have 
a marked effect on production even if the war lasts 
some time longer. With all the indications pointing 
to continued prosperity there is, however, always an 
element of doubt as to what may happen when more 
normal conditions prevail; but those in authority, and 
those who are responsible for big financial operations, 
are maintaining a conservative attitude which will be 
for the Dominion’s general good whatever the course 
of markets may be. 

AFTER-WarR EXPANSION OF TRADE. 


If prices of produce remain high—and the arguments 
seem to be all in favour of such a possibility—New 
Zealand after the war should witness a further era of 
great prosperity, attended by heavy buying and an 
important campaign of lavtlemania’. 

Heavy stocks of some lines in importers’ hands have 
tended to limit purchasing of important overseas goods 
during the past year, and, even in the case of those 
goods which can be procured, the tendency of importers 
during the period of the war will probably be in the 
direction of conservatism. If, after the war, local 
conditions continue favourable, as they most probably 
will, the New Zealand market will show an expansion 
which, had the war not taken place, might not have 
been shown for a number of years. 

One cannot travel throughout New Zealand without 
realising what a remarkable country it is, both as a 
producing and as an importing country, in relation to 
the size of its population, which only slightly exceeds 
1,000,000. The scope for further development is enor- 
mous, and there seems no reason whatever to doubt 
that this development will come. The war has un- 
doubtedly advanced New Zealand’s possibilities, and 
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with the whole country ready to press forward any 
sound scheme of development which may be advanced, 
the years immediately following the war will probably 
show very rapid progress. At present the market may 
seem relatively small, but it would be unwise of British 
traders, investors, and companies not to give it the 
most careful thought and investigation, having regard 
to its possible future. 


FINANCE. 
The following figures show the amount of free and 


fixed deposits in the hands of the banks for a period 
of years:— 


December Quarter. Free anette. ee Yr 
ERT 12,293,875 10,545,346 22,839,221 
HR 13,675,480 10,727,620 —- 24,403,100 
ee 17,293,720 11,865,582 29,159,302 
tana 18,031,742 18,229,075 31,260,817 
ieee e 18,496,717 13,777,800 32,274,517 


The deposits thus show an increase at December, 1917, as 
compared with December, 1916, of £1,013,70U, and an 
increase of £9,435,296, as compared with December, 1913. 

ADVANCES AND DIscounTS. 


The following figures show the amounts of advances during 
the same period :— 


December Quarter. Advances. - wee Total. 
L 
SIs 21,826,746 2,014,589 23,841,335 
NI Nala iene 23,121,236 1,811,573 24,932,809 
Es 22,589,137 1,453,703 24,042,840 
ene 25,298,408 1,668,222 26,966,630 
A ae 29 662,981 1,337,334 31,000,315 


It will be seen that while advances have increased by 
£7,158,980 between Decer:ber, 1913, and December, 1917, 
practically all the increase has taken place in the last two 
years. This indicates that the increase in advances is due 
almost entirely to shortage of shipping making it impossible 
to clear the produce as it comes forward. The December 
quarter usually witnesses the heaviest demand for advances 
against produce which is coming forward, and there is no 
doubt that if the shipping position had been easier the 
figures would have been very different. 


Post Orrice DeEposIts. 


Statistics of the operations of the Post Office Savings Bank 
for the past few years show the following results: 





No. of Total Total Excess of 

Depositors Deposits Withdrawals Deposits 

Years. at the end of during during over 

year. year. year. Withdrawals. 

Se 458,594 11,286,702 11,041,454 245,248 
Seep 483,262 11,904,323 10,603,018 1,301,305 
Ree rs 509,085 13,706,057 11,294,973 2,411,084 
Pee 588,072 15,576,408 12,957,420 - 2,618,988 
| ETT 566,341 17,106,529 14,461,169 2,645,360 


FINANCIAL POSITION OF GOVERNMENT. 


The net indebtedness of the general Government at 31st 
March, 1917, was £125,572,515, or £114 Os. 9d. per head of 
the white population, as compared with £91,689,835, or 
£84 2s. 8d. per head at 3lst March, 1914. For the financial 
year 1917-18 loans of £28,000,000 were authorised; a loan 
of £12,000,000 was issued in August, 1917, which was over- 
subscribed to the extent of about £5,000,000, and a further 
loan of £9,500,000 was being raised in April, 1918. Both of 
these loans have been raised to meet war emergencies. 

The public revenue of the year 1916-17 amounted to 
£18,355,194, as compared with £14,510,137 for 1915-16 ; while 
public expenditure in 1916-17 amounted to £14,058,779, as 
compared with £12,493,107 in the previous year. 

There was, therefore, a surplus of over £4,000,000 in the 
year’s financial operations in 1916-17. It has been estimated 
that the year’s operations for the financial year 1917-18 will 
show a surplus of from £5,000,000 to £6,000,000, and if this 
surplus is actually shown when the returns are made up the 
balances from the last three financial years will be no less 
than £12,000,009, which is practically the same as the 
revenue of the year preceding the war, or about two-thirds 
of the past year’s revenue. 

The balances for the past three financial years have been 
invested in Imperial funds in such a way that they can be 
realised immediately if emergency demands. 


INCOME AND LAND TAXES. 


The reform of the income tax and land tax legislation in 
the past year has brought about a large increase in revenue, 
and has also produced a wide disparity between the amounts 
of revenue obtained by direct and indirect means. Certain 
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sections of the Press and public have pressed for an increase 
in indirect taxation—by raising Customs duties—in order 
to bring the two forms of revenue more nearly to their pre- 
war relations. In the last financial year increases were 
placed on certain soft goods—lines of foreign manufacture 
(instituting a preference for British goods of these classes, 
which had not previously existed), and also on certain 
spirituous liquors and tobacco. Generally speaking, how- 
ever, the Government is disposed to refrain from interfering 
with the Customs tariff until the war is over, when the 
whole tariff yuestion will probably be examined. An amuse- 
ment tax similar to that in force in the United Kingdom was 
levied during the past year. The excess profits tax brought 
into operation in the previous year was abolished, the 
Minister of Finance observing in the Budget Statement 
that it had proved unsatisfactory. In view of the existing 
position, the Minister of Finance has stated that it is 
not intended to levy increased taxation during the financial 
year 1918-19. 

Taxation by the General Government, which at 31st 
March, 1914, amounted to £5 10s. per head of the population, 
had increased to £9 11s. 11d. at 3lst March, 1917, and will 
show a further increase at 3lst March, 1918. 


PRODUCTION. 


The net weight of the wool produced for export in 
the season 1916-17 is given by Messrs. Dalgety and 
Co., Ltd., as 193,830,000 lb., as compared with 
181,282 ,880lb, in 1915-16 and 197,266,914lb. in 1914-15. 
It is not possible, as yet, to give any definite idea 
of the clip of the season 1917-18, but it is not unlikely 
that the clip will bear a fairly close relation to the in- 
crease in the number of sheep. The returns showed 
that the number of sheep. in the Dominion in 1917 was 
25,270,386 as compared with 24,788,150 in the previous 
year and 24,901,421 in 1915. 


Live Stock SLAUGHTER. 
The following figures show the extent of the killings of 
cattle, sheep and lambs in the past three years : — 
Live Stock Killed. 
Increase or 
Decrease on 


Steck 1915-16. 1916-17. 1917-18.* last Year. 
iis ices 3,969,446 3,411,621] 2,675,035 —736,586 
SD, Sichtemesins 3,147,915 3,141,910 3,417,602 + 275,692 
RR 94,314 139,315 115,473 — 238,842 
Bullocks and 

Heifers 104,497 176,102 163,018 — 13,084 
Se 12,520 13,291 11,656 — 1,635 


* The figures for 1917-18 are estimated to a small extent. 
Meat FREEZING INDUSTRY. 


During the past year new freezing works have been opened 
at Whakatane, and the construction of new works for the 
Wellington Meat Export Co. has been begun at Kakariki. 
Many of the works in New Zealand have considerably 
increased their stcrage capacity during the past two years 
in order to obviate stoppages due to congestion following 
shortage of ships. 

A good deal of interest is still being taken in the sugges- 
tion that the ‘‘American Meat Trust’’ is operating in New 
Zealand. During the last session of Parliament a committee 
was established to enquire into the matter. The committee 
recommended, amongst other things, that the Government 
should pass legislation to make illegal the granting of rebates 
or concessions in consideration of exclusive dealing, and 
should consider schemes for controlling the trade after the 
war, both in New Zealand and in the United Kingdom, in 
conjunction with the Imperial Government. 


Datry INpUSTRY. 


As regards dairy produce, figures of the amount of butter 
and cheese received for grading are not now available for 
publication, but it may be stated that the amount of cheese 
so received during the past five months of the season 1917-18 
increased as compared with the amount received in the pre- 
ceding season, while the amount of butter showed a decline. 


WueEat YIELD. 


The total yield of wheat for the season 1917-18 should be 
approximately 7,800,000 bushels, as against an actual yield 
of 5,051,227 bushels in 1916-17. There was a considerabw 
shortage of wheat last year, which was made up by Govern- 
ment purchases of wheat in Australia. As regards oats, the 
yield this season, subject to threshing percentages being on 
the same basis as those of last season, should amount to 
5,368,000 bushels, as compared with 5,371,436 bushels. Crops 
promised exceedingly well in the early part of the season, 
but in some districts prospects were not realised ; neverthe- 
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less, yields generally have been much in excess of those of 
the previous season. 


Hypro-ELectric DEVELOPMENTS. 


It seems likely that the chief part of the public works 
programme of the Government will be the utilisation 
of water power for the production of electrical energy. 


The hydro-electric works at Lake Coleridge have been so 
successful that not only is the Government convinced by their 
success of the practicability of developing other schemes, but 
the general public is prepared to press the authorities (and is 
already pressing them) to proceed with the large programine 
whicl: has been drawn up. 

The programme provides for a series of schemes designed 
to supply the whole of the North Island with hydro-electric 
power from three sources, eventually to be linked together. 
The Chief Electrical Engineer to the Government, in a 
report on the possible development of hydro-electric schemes 
in the North Island, suggested the utilisation of waters of 
the Mangahao River, the Waikato River and Lake Waika- 
remoana; the first to supply the south-east and south-west, 
the second the centre and north-west, and the third the 
north-east of the North Island. It was suggested that the 
first two should be proceeded with at the earliest possible 
moment, and that the third should be deferred until railway 
communication in the Hawkes Bay and Poverty Bay districts 
had been improved. Considerable pressure is being put on 
the Government to proceed with all these schemes at once. 

Whether the Government decides to proceed with all three 
schemes together, or not, it seems certain that the two first 
will be undertaken as soon as possible. It would seem, 
moreover, that New Zealand is certain to witness an era of 
hydro-electric development on a large scale. It is believed 
here fairly widely that foreign firms have practically a 
monopoly of experience in high tension water power schemes. 
Foreign firms, too, are well represented, and have been able 
to consolidate their position in the market during the war. 
Conseyuently, if British firms are to obtain a reasonable 
share of the business which will undoubtedly offer, it will be 
necessary to show considerable activity. 

So far as the Lake Coleridge scheme is concerned, it may 
safely be said that the development of the use of energy in 
the district covered is only limited by the inadequacy of the 
available supply. 

The total installed capacity of the Lake Coleridge works 
is now 8,000 h.p., but an additional unit is on order having 
a capacity of 4,000 h.p. 

Apart from the schemes definitely proposed, other districts 
in New Zealand are pressing for works to meet their needs. 
Amongst these the Southland district, largely through the 
activities of the Southland League, hopes to proceed with 
its own scheme to meet urgent needs pending the inaugura- 
tion of a Government scheme. Powers are being sought for 
this purpose, and, if these powers are given, a steam plant 
will be installed to serve the greater part of the southern 
district of the South Island. 


IMPORT TRADE. 


The total imports into New Zealand in the year 1917 
were valued at £20,919,265 as compared with 
£26,339,283 in the previous year, a decrease of 
£5,420,018, or about 20°6 per cent. 

The following table shows the total trade of New 
Zealand in the years 1914, 1915, 1916, and 1917, divided 
into competitive and non-competitive imports :— 


Imports. 
Years. Competitive. Non-Competitive. nf 
Ee 16,617,569 5,238,527 21,856,096 
| SRS 15,638,238 6,090,596 21,728,834 
ee too ss Fe 20,483,587 5,855,696 26,339,283 
ia a pl ae 15,725,738 5,198,527 —- 20,919,265 


It will be seen that the greater part of the total decrease 
was in competitive imports. Of the total decrease in com- 
petitive imports of £4,757,849, over £1,560,000 was in the 
soft goods classes, and about £935,000 in the class covering 
metal manufactures other than machinery. A considerable 
part of the former decrease was undoubtedly due to a falling 
off of buying on the part of the large houses owing to the 
existence of heavy stocks in the country, but the latter 
decrease was due chiefly to the difficulty (and frequent im- 
possibility) of getting deliveries. The decrease in quantities 
was unquestionably much greater in proportion than tlie 
decrease in values. 


In order to arrive at a definite idea of the import- 
ance of the shares of leading competitors for the trade 
of the Dominion, the details of the imports of both 
competitive and non-competitive merchandise from 
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each of the countries of more particular interest have 
been summarised and tabulated in the Report. 


TRADE oF CHIEF ComMPFTITORS. 


The following table shows the value of the imports from 
the United Kingdcm, Australia, Canada, the United States, 
and Japan, divided according to whether they were of a 
competitive or non-competitive character : — 


| Competitive. Non-Competitive. 
Countries 1916 1917. 1916. 1917. 
£ £ £ £ 

United Kingdom 12,985,568 8,382,092 328,020 211,918 
Australia ......... 1,184,333 1,411,977 1,894,846 1,224,172 
SO ae 733,086 739,943 28,019 32,009 
United States ... 3,456,852 3,350,055 901,954 944,294 
WEE Devescada’ 554,170 631,103 62,616 62,705 
Other Countries 1,569,578 1,210,568 2,640,241 2,718,499 





Totals 5,855,696 5,193.527 


eevee 


20,483,587 15,725,738 











Amongst the other countries supplying goods to New 
Zealand the chief are Fiji Islands (sugar and fruit), India 
(hess!ans and scrim, sacks and packs), Ceylon (tea), and 
France, Switzerland and Italy (genera! lines). 

CoMPARATIVE STATEMENT. 


The following table shows the percentage share of each of 
the chief competing countries in the import trade of New 
Zealand in each of the years 1916 and 1917 : — 








Countries. Competitive Non-Competitivey Total. 
1916. 1917. 1916 1917. 1916. i917. 

per per per per per per 

cent. cent. cent. cent. cent. cent. 

United Kingdom 63-4 53-3 5:6 4) 505 41-1 
I ois jues 58 90 32:3 236 11-77 £=2=1236 
Te 3°6 4:7 0-5 0-6 2-9 3.7 
United States ....... 16-9 21:3 154 182 165 £205 
PE ait hnaliestainkexes 2-7 4-0 1-1 1-2 2-4 3-3 
Other countries .... 7°6 77 6€6—6651_ O5-BBCs—Ci—=z2G-D—é*’'BWK 
Totals........ 100-0 100-0 100-0 100-0 100-0 


100-0 


The share of the United Kingdom in the total trade in 
competitive imports Las gradually declined from 67-1 per 
cent. in 1914 to 53-3 per cent. in 1917. In the same period 
the share of the United States, the leading competing 
country, has increased from 11-2 per cent. to 21-3 per cent., 
and the share of Japan from 1-0 per cent. to 4-0 per cent. 
Australia’s share has increased from 4-6 per cent. to 9-0 per 
cent., and Canada’s from 2-6 per cent. to 4-7 per cent 


UNCERTAINTY OF THE FUTURE. 


The position as disclosed by the statistics of the past year 
is more disquieting than it has previously been. It is un- 
doubtedly true, however, that British manufacturers may 
anticipate the immediate recovery of some of the trade 
which has been lost just as soon as they are again in a 
position to supply. A good deal of this recovery will 
probably come without any particular effort on the part of 
manufacturers to secure it, for the reason that some of the 
goods which have been purchased from foreign countries 
since the war have been purchased there only because they 
could not be obtained at hcme. In many cases the quality 
ot the goods supplied by competing countries has not been 
such as to fead to any immediate fear that they will obtain 
a permanent hold. What may happen if the war lasts very 
much longer must be a matter for conjecture; the quality 
of some of the goods supplied has much improved, and may 
improve still further, with the result that foreign trade may 
get a more secure hold than it now has on the trade in those 
goods which are now referred to. 


SELLING CAMPAIGNS OF FOREIGN CoUNTRIEs. 


It would be unwise for our manufacturers to imagine that 
the whole of the trade will revert to them as soon as the 
war is over, or to think that because this Dominion forms 
part of the British Empire less strenuous attempts than 
those made in foreign countries will be effective. The senti- 
ment of purchasers here is undoubtedly strongly in favour 
of British trade, other things being equal, and for this 
reason alone an efiort here equal to that made in non-British 
countries will probably produce a greater result. 


INCREASED TRADING STRENGTH OF New ZEALAND. 


A further point which should not be lost sight of in this 
connection is that since the war New Zealand has been 
extracrdinarily prosperous. The potential position of the 
Dominion as a trading country is, therefore, much stronger 
than it has been. Development of important industries 
during the war has been rapid, and the whole Dominion is 
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looking forward to a vast development of the country in 
general when the war is over. 


EXPORT TRADE. 

The total exports from New Zealand in the year 1917 
were valued at £381,587,547 as compared with 
£33,286,937 in the year 1916. The following figures 
show the development of the export trade since the 
war :— 


Year. £ 

SIRE RR aes Et Alto Diy Seen 22,986,722 
RSA LY PRATER RADY occ ne erTOme aA pe Soa 26,261 ,447 
Ee SRE ARI eee eae ON eee 31,748,912 
aS ik a ti ae 33,286 ,937 
 SIRNESER SIRS SAE RCO ae ON RS OE 31,597 ,547 


The reduction of exports in 1917 is due solely to the lack 
of shipping and the consequent difficulty in getting produce 
away. Among the chief products of New Zealand, there 
were increases in the values, but decreases in the quantities, 
of the exports of cheese, sheep skins, and flax, and decreases 
in both quantities and values of the exports of wool, frozen 
meat, butter and tallow. The decrease in the export of 
meat was due almost entirely to reduced shipments of 
lamb, which was not so urgently required by the Imperial 
Government. 

IMPERIAL PURCHASES. 


Most of the important products of New Zealand have 
been purchased by the Imperial Government through the 
Department of Imperial Government Supplies (a special 
Department established by the Dominion Government for 
the purpose), and in many cases arrangements have been 
made for advances to be paid to the suppliers against the 
produce as it came into store. The producers of New 
Zealand have, therefore, been safeguarded against loss or 
delay owing to difficulties of shipping. As prices of produce 
paid by the Imperial Government have continued high in 
relation to pre-war prices, the farming community and 
those dependent on it have found themselves generally in 
a very favourable position. Money has been very pientiful 
and financial conditions have been easy for all reasonable 
requirements. As the whole of the Dominion is very largely 
dependent on the produce of the agricultural and pastoral 
industries, the benefits of these high prices have been 
diffused through practically all sections of society. 

The total payments made by the Department on behalf 
of the Imperial Government, from the time of its inception 
until 13th April, 1918, was £61,067 ,439. 


PREPARATION FOR AFTER-WAR TRADE. 


A good deal is being said and done regarding organi- 
sation, construction, and preparation of trading in- 
terests at home, but, if it is true that export trade is 
of chief importance, and if New Zealand may be taken 
as an example of export markets in general, then 
organisation and preparation overseas should go on 
side by side with reorganisation at home as being of 
equal, if not greater, importance. Dealing with this 
question, the Report states :— 

The main fault in our trading with New Zealand is jack 
of proper organisation and of careful .investigation pre- 
ceding the establishment of trading relations. There are 
a great many reasons why these investigations should be 
made. The market is a small one in the majority of lines, 
but in some lines it is ccnsiderable and, at times, out of 
all proportion to the size of the population. An arrange- 
ment which would be perfectly satisfactory for some goods 
will, therefore, obviously be unsatisfactory for others; and 
yet it will be found that a firm supplying articles for which 
there is a large and scattered demand will attempt to 
operate on this n.arket exactly in the same way as a firm 
supplying goods, the trade in which is small and con- 
centrated. Such results are the natural outcome of lack 
of investigation, of appointment of a firm as agents, merely 
because that firm applies for the agency, of. a lack of 
understanding of the degree of importance of the various 
trading centres, and of the firms in them, and so on. 


Direct IMPpoRTING. 


The number of direct importers in New Zealand is out 
of all proportion to the size of the population. While there 
may be a loss of efficiency caused by supplying to so many 
marks, it seems clear that, if the trade of the Dominion is 
to be covered, firms at home must be prepared to supply to 
these various marks, unless a closer organisation of trading 
interests in New Zealand should make this course un- 
necessary. The trading interests of the Dominion are un- 
doubtedly complex for so small a market, and, to get the 
best out of the market, firms at home should examine these 
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interests and understand exactly what they are doing; 
otherwise they run the risk of irritating important 
customers and losing business in consequence. 

To defer negotiations until after the war, when negotia- 
tions with good firms are possible now, is a mistake. There 
are two considerations which seem to make it desirable 
that firms should not lose these opportunities. 

The first is that this market is a long way from home, 
and mails are now taking anything from six to ten weeks 
to reach New Zealand. Owing to the long time necessary 
for correspondence to pass to and fro at the present time, 
the completion of simple negotiations for agencies in New 
Zealand often take 12 months, and it is obvious that it is 
better to take that time now than after the war, when 
business might be waiting to be done. | 

The second consideration is even more important. There 
are many good firms here now who are anxious to complete 
their agencies with one or two new lines; they realise that 
they must be ready with these lines when war is over. If 
they find, after writing to one firm, that that firm is not 
prepared to negotiate until after the war, they try in other 
directions—-and, not infrequently, they make arrangements 
with foreign firms. Good agents are not so numerous here 
that we can afford to lose their services in the interests of 
United Kingdom manufacturers. 

SELLING ORGANISATION. 

Lack of a selling organisation characterises some branches 
of British trade in normal times: It is to be hoped that 
these defects will be remedied as quickly as possible, so 
that when the war is over we may get the full benefit of 
the wave of British sentiment which will be .witnessed. 

Trades in which investigation and organisation by British 
firnis is most necessary are those in motor cars, agricultural 
machinery, dairy machinery, electrical machinery, fancy 
goods and toys, and certain kinds of shelf hardware: and 
tools. 


THe TREATMENT OF AGENTS. 

Many firms at home seem to regard agents overseas, 
even when they have appointed them, as impersonal 
and not altogether desirable adjuncts to their business, 
instead of as human beings whose zeal in the sale of 
their principals’ goods can be ‘diminished or increased 
by discouragement or encouragement. ‘This is one of 
those psychological aspects of business which American 
firms seem to understand. 

Agents here quite frequently compare to me the treat- 


ment which they receive from American and British 
principals. They may exaggerate to some extent, but, on 


sifting their remarks, there seems to be a_ considerabie 
amount of truth in their comparison. The war has added 
vastly to the difficulties of agents, as it has added to those 
of the principals. Perhaps one should not expect too much 
from principals when they in turn are getting little out 
of this market, but it is, at any rate, open to question 
whether it would not be maintaining good will and effecting 
an insurance for recovery of trade to be more liberal with 
agents than is at present the case in many instances. One 
case which I may quote as an example is that of a first-class 
agent, who, in a few years, has built up the business of one 
of his principals from littl2 or nothing to a very big amount. 
The goods of this particular principal are now unprocurable, 
and, to my own knowledge, the agent here has had lucra- 
tive offers made to him from America to take up lines from 
that country. Up to the present he has consistently refused 
to take up these lines and will probably:continue to do so. 
INFORMATION CONCERNING MANUFACTURES. © 
There is another aspect of this attitude which is worth 
consideration. There are a great many new lines which’ are 
now being produced in the United: Kingdom, or for whose 
production definite plans have been-laid: that are entirely 
unknown, or aimost entirely unknown, to buyers in. New 
Zealand. Pius ‘aden’ 0 cua 
Firms at home should take very actiye steps immediately 
to bring to the knowledge of buyers in New Zealand rew 
lines which they have produced since the war, ‘or which 
they are prepared to produce after the war. If the collec- 
tion cf a range of samples of new lines could be made, it 
could be exhibited throughout New Zealand and would 
arouse very great interest. : 
Exnouirnies aT H.M, Trapk ComMMISSIONER’S OFFICE. 
About 850 enquiries were made at H.M. Trade.Com- 
missioner’s Office in 1917—an increase of nearly 100 
per cent. as compared with 1916; letters received from 
firms and persons in New Zealand, and. reports.sent to 
the Board of Trade,. showed even. larger increases. 
The inference to be drawn from these increases is that 
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the office is getting more widely known, and that firms 
in New Zealand are looking to it more as a source of 
information regarding British trade. 


A very large number of the enquiries received concerned 
trade after the war, and showed a desire on the part of 
New Zealand interests to get in touch, or keep in touch, 
with British traders. The enquiries received from home 
and letters from firms giving details of their manufactures 
showed a decrease. This is hardly to be wondered at, per- 
haps, in view of existing conditions, but it is to be hoped 
that when things become more normal firms will realise that 
the greater interest which is being taken in H.M. Trade 
Commissioner’s vilice makes it imperative that they should 
supply to that office the fullest information as to their 
products. : 

Such catalogues as are received are carefully indexed 
and the particulars thus obtained are used in supplying 
information in answer to enquiries. It is obvious, there- 
fore, that unless firms supply the Trade Commis- 
sioner with such details, they may not secure the 
full value which might be obtainable from the office. 
There is another consideration which bears on_ this 
matter, viz.: that if enquirers can get the informa- 
tion they want in New Zealand at the time when they want 
it, they are likely to give their business in the United 
Kingdom as a result. It is to be hoped that firms will see 
that it is in their owa interests to supply such information 
and to keep in constant touch with the office. 

EXHIBITIONS. 

During the past year an exhibition of British goods was 
organised by H.M. Trade Commissioner in connection 
with the Winter Dairy Show held at Hawera. These 
winter shows are an important feature of New 
Zealand agricultural life, attracting, as they do, 
large numbers of farmers and others from a_ wide 
area. There is little doubt that such shows, as well as the 
summer shows which are held in all the agricultural districts 
of New Zealand, could well be used for the exhibition of 
British manufactured goods. 

Exhibitions of this kind, with the ‘‘All British’’ sentiment 
which accompanies them in the districts in which they are 
held, cannot fail to have a beneficial effect on British trade 
in general, apart from the advertisement which they pro- 
vide at very low cost for exhibitors’ goods in particular. 





THE UNITED STATES RAILROADS. 


REPORT ON FEDERAL CONTROL. 

On Ist January, 1918, the railroads of the United 
States came under Federal control, with Mr. W. G. 
McAdoo as Director-General. Mr. McAdoo at the 
beginning of last month presented a Report to Presi- 
dent Wilson on the first seven months’ working of the 
United States Railroad Administration, and an abstract 
of this Report has been made public. 

THE SYSTEM UNDER CONTROL. 


The American railroad system included a steam 
railway mileage (all tracks) of 397,014 miles, owned. or 
controlled by 2,905 companies, and employing 1.700,814 
persons. The properties of the companies also com- 
prised some 57 canals, 3,057 miles in length, as well 
as many thousands of miles of navigable rivers, lakes, 
bays, sounds, and inlets. The major systems with an 
annual operating revenue of over a million dollars 
numbered 185; there were 221 switching or terminal 
companies, 1,434 plant - facility roads _primarilv 
serving some particular factory or industry, and 765 
“short line ’’ railways. Many of the smaller com- 
panies which came under Mr. McAdoo’s contro] on 
lst January have since been relinquished as nut suited 
to the purposes which the President’s Proclamation 
had in view. 

Pomicy AND PuRPOSES OF THE ADMINISTRATION. 


Mr. McAdoo declares the policy of the Railroad Ad- 
ministration to be ‘“‘ to humanise the railroads, and 
negative the idea that corporations have no souls.”’ 
The purposes of the Administration are: (1) To win 
the war, and (2) to serve the public at the lowest cost 
consistent with the payment of fair wages to the rail- 
road employees and the maintenance of the transporta- 
tion system, under control of the Government, as a 
self-supporting rather than a money-making agency. 
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CONDITION OF Roaps TAKEN OVER. 


The Report calls attention to the crippled condition 
of the railroads when they were taken over, which re. 
sulted from the freight congestion and blockades. It 
explains the preliminary measures of relief that were 
successfully applied before any permanent organisation 
was effected, and before Congress had passed enabling 
legislation (81st March last) providing for the revolving 
fund of 500 million dollars. It is pointed out that 
advances to the railroads amounting to 203,714,050 
dols. had been made up to 31st July, and that the pur. 
chasing departments of the roads had been consolidated 
under the direction of a Division of Finance and Pur. 
chases. 

THE FEDERAL ORGANISATION. 

The Federal organisation has been developed on the 
following lines. There is a Central Administration at 
Washington, and the country has been divided into 
seven “‘ Regions,’’ with regional directors at their head. 
The Regions are only partly geographical. They have 
heen fixed more with regard to the movement of traffic 
and the service of the public than with reference to 
conventional State boundaries or groupings. Thus the 
Pennsylvania lines and the Baltimore and Ohio lines 
east of the Ohio River have been placed in the Allegheny 
district, and those west of the Ohio River in the Eastern 
district, which contains the whole of the New York 
Central Division. This course has been followed 
with the idea of keeping the more northerly trunk lines 
for fast through freight and passenger traffic between 
the Chicago district and the east, thereby releasing 
the lines in the Allegheny for the distribution of the 
enormous traffic which originates in the Pittsburgh 
district. It is stated that the congestion of the local 
and through freight in this district has in the past 
created some of the most costly and exasperating 
blockades that have been known in the _ history of 
American transportation. 

Under the Regional directors come in turn district 
directors in charge of sub-divisions of the Regional 
districts, Federal managers in charge of the more 
important single divisions or groups of less important 
lines, general managers who operate minor divisions, 
and terminal managers who have control of all ter- 
minals at the more important railway centres and ports. 

There is also a Marine section, with headquarters at 
Washington, and the manager of this section super- 
vises the many steamship lines owned by the railroads, 
the object being to co-ordinate them more completely 
with the railways as well as with other shipping. 

An Inland Waterways organisation is being set up, 
whose director will be generally in charge of the canals 
and navigable rivers of the country. The waterways, 
with the railways, will be divided into districts, two 
of which — Mississippi and Warrior Rivers and New 
York and New Jersey Canals — have already been 
created, and Federal managers appointed. 

FEDERAL AND COMPANY OFFICERS. 

Mr. McAdoo, on the principle, in his own words, 
that no man can serve two masters, has released the 
presidents and other officers of the railroad companies 
from all responsibility for the operation of their pro- 
perties, which will be in the hands of the Regional 
directors, district directors, and Federal and general 
managers, who will be directly responsible to the 
Director-General. The officers of the railroad cor- 
porations are left free to protect the interests of their 
owners, stockholders, and creditors. In pursuance of 
this policy of separating the United States Railroad 
Administration from private financial interests, the 
"egional directors, Federal managers, and general 


managers have been required to sever any rela- 
tions which they may have had with the ,rail- 


road corporations either as officers or directors, and 
the corporate officers have been advised that they 
have no function to perform in respect of Government 
operation. Many of the former corporate officers have 
been appointed as officials of the Government Ad- 
ministration, while others have elected to remain as 
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officers of their corporations. ‘‘It has been made 
clear,’’ adds Mr. McAdoo, ‘‘ that the fullest possible 
co-operation is desired between the Government officers 
who operate the railroads and the corporate officers 
who represent the stockholders.’’ 

NEDUCTION IN THE STAFF AND IN SALARIES. 

The Report declares that it has been possible, with- 
out impairment of efficiency, to reduce both the number 
of officers required and the aggregate of the salaries 
paid to them. Under private control 2,325 officers, 
drawing salaries of 5,000 dols. and over, were em- 
ployed ; their total salaries were 21,320,187 dols. Under 
Government control the number of officers at 5,000 
dols. and over has been reduced to 1,925 and their 
aggregate salaries to 16,705,298 dols., a saving of 
4,614,889 dols. per annum. This Government aggregate 
includes the officers of the regional districts and of the 
Central Administration at Washington. 

Legal expenses have been reduced by approximately 
1,500,000 dols. annually by staff reduction and econo- 
mies in the legal branches of the companies. 

Under private control salaries as high as 100,000 dols. 
per annum were paid to officers of the railroad corpora- 
tions. Under Government control the highest salaries 
paid are to Regional directors (seven in number), who 
each receive from 40,000 dols. to 50,000 dols. per 
annum. ‘‘ This reduced compensation,’’ says Mr. 
McAdoo, ‘‘ has been fixed for regional directors not- 
withstanding the increased responsibilities and duties 
of these directors as compared with those of the larger 
railroad corporations. ”’ 

WaGeEs OF MALE AND FEMALE EMPLOYEES. 

The Director-General has accepted the principle of 
« basic eight-hour day in railroad service, and has 
ordered that women employed shall be paid the same 
wages as men when employed in similar work. Women 
are not permitted to occupy positions unsuited to their 


‘sex or allowed to work amid conditions that are unfit. 


Negroes employed by the railroads are paid the same 
wages for similar work as white men. The Director- 
General says that equal pay for equal service without 
respect for sex or colour is the only policy that he can 
justly follow. 

ADVANCE IN FREIGHT AND PASSENGER NRAtTEs. 

There has been an advance of 25 per cent. in freight 
rates, and the establishment of a minimum passenger 
rate of 38 cents per mile. Supercharges are made of 
one-quarter cent per mile in tourist cars and of one- 
half cent per mile in Pullman cars. The general ad- 
vance in freight and passenger rates is stated to be 
necessary to provide for the increase in wages allowed 
and the rising costs of operations generally. The 
passenger traffic tends to increase in spite of the higher 
charges, and this is attributed to the higher wages paid 
to workers (who are constantly changing their places 
of employment), the special fares of 1 cent per mile 
allowed to soldiers on furlough, and the journeys made 
by friends and relatives of the men to the various 
military cantonments. The movement of troops has 
been very great this year. During July over 1,100,000 
men were moved on orders from the War and Navy 
Departments, and an aggregate of 6,455,558 troops has 
been carried on Government account between Ist May, 
1917, and 3lst July, 1918. Of this number, nearly 
68 per cent, have been carried between Ist January 
and 31st July of this year. Measures are being taken 
to introduce a uniform freight classification in place 
of the multiplicity of schedules formerly m use. 

ELIMINATION OF UNNECESSARY TRAINS. 

It is pointed out that since there is now no com- 
petition between railroads for freight or passenger 
traffic, the solicitation of traffic and the special exploita- 
tion of passenger routes have been abandoned. Ticket 
offices in the large cities have been consolidated, rail- 
road time-tables simplified and abridged, and adver- 
tising costs cut down. ‘The total saving in these direc- 
tions is put at over 23 million dollars annually. 

Between many important cities a duplicate and 
elaborately equipped passenger service was formerly 
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maintained by competing roads. Where this service 
has proved to be in excess of the demand it has been 
reduced by the abandonment of one or more trains. 
Other unnecessary passenger trains have been cut out. 
hrough travel is being directed to the natural routes. 
Special trains and private cars are discouraged. Rail- 
road tickets between points reached by more than one 
road have been made available by any route, and a 
universal mileage-book available upon any Government- 
controlled road, is on sale. This book is sold in units. 
of 500 and 1,000 miles, at 3 cents per mile, plus the 
Government tax of 8 per cent. The coupons in the 
book are available both for railway fares and for excess 
baggage charges. 

Examples are given of the effect upon mileage of 
the pruned train services. In the district west of the 
Mississippi River an aggregate passenger-train mileage 
of 21 million miles a year has been done away with. 
In the Eastern district the saving amounts to over 
26 million train miles per annum. 

CONSOLIDATING TERMINALS. 

The consolidation of passenger terminals is being 
worked out in detail. An example is given of the 
present use of the Pennsylvania Terminal in New York 
for through trains via the Baltimore and Ohio line be- 
tween Washington and New York. This, it is stated, has 
resulted in greatly relieving the pressure on the Pennsy!l- 
vania line, and has led to a more equitable distribution 
of the New York and Washington traffic, which is now 
carried in fewer and better-filled trains. 

STANDARDISING FREIGHT CARS AND LOCOMOTIVES. 

It is stated that the standardisation of freight cars 
and locomotives will result in 12 types of each super- 
seding the two or three thousand types formerly in use. 

Movine Coat. 

Last winter there was great suffering in the United 
States from the congestion of the railroads and their 
failure to move coal in sufficient quantities. The Rail- 
road Administration now claims that it is moving coal 
as fast as the Fuel Administration can deliver it, and 
that of late the coal mines have been supplied with 
trucks more rapidly than they have been able to fill 


them. ‘‘ The Federal railroad system,’’ says Mr. 
McAdoo, ‘‘ is, and has been for some weeks past, in 


a position to handle more coal than has been produced, 
and any shortage during the coming winter will not, 
it is hoped, be properly chargeable to the lack of 
transportation.’’ During the six months ended July 
last the railroads carried 22 million more tons of coal 
than they did during the corresponding period of last 
year, which was the largest movement on record up 
to that time. 
Various REFORMS. 

Many projects of reform are dealt with in the Report, 
which, it is to be noted, covers only seven months of 
Government Administration (January to July, 1918). 
The Director-General has established a bureau for 
suggestions and complaints; he invites criticisms and 
suggestions from the public, as well as letters com- 
mending conspicuously courteous and efficient em- 
ployees to his notice. The Government has decided 
to be its own insurer against fire loss in so far as the 
railway properties are concerned. Liaison officers are 
being appointed to keep the Railroad Administration 
in touch with other Government Departments. The 
accounts are to be simplified by the introduction of a 
uniform accounting system and the abolition of car 
mileage accounting and per diem car rentals. A 
safety section ’’ has been established, to minimise 
the risks of those who work or travel on the roads. 

In concluding his Report, Mr. McAdoo acknowleges 
the loyalty and zeal of his employees, and assures the 
President that he can “‘ rely upon: their patriotic en- 
thusiasm and alacrity in the work of winning the war 
in which they, as well as the soldiers at the front, have 
enlisted with such laudable determination and 


patriotism.”’ 


e¢é 
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Neutral Exchanges on London and Berlin. 





FLUCTUATION OF THE GERMAN MARK. 


The reflection of the war outlook in the movements of 
the Exchanges in neutral countries has provoked much 
comment from time to time. ‘To give attention solely to 
the quotations on Allied or to those on Enemy centres may 
result in a mistaken view of the exchange situation. Thus, 
from January to July of the present year the rates quoted 
in Amsterdam showed a general downward tendency, 
whether the rates on London or the rates on Berlin were 
considered, and in recent months. the advance of the 
London rate, rather than the further fall of the German 
rate, has been the feature of the exchange situation. 

In the diagram below, the relative movements of the 
Berlin rate compared with the London rate are traced 
week by week since the beginning of 1917. The rates 
quoted in Amsterdam on Berlin near the end of September 
represented scarcely more than 53 per cent. of the gold 
parity, while on London the quotations were no more than 
82 per cent. of the par rate. The relative figure, obtained 
by expressing the former rate of 53 as a percentage of the 
latter rate of 82 is 64-6. 

Figures calculated in this fashion have been used in the 
construction of our diagram, a glance at which will show 
that it reflects the ebb and flow of the military operations. 

Similar calculations made from the rates quoted at Swiss 
and Scandinavian centres yield results so closely in agree- 
ment with those obtained from the Amsterdam rates that 
any attempt to record more than one of them on a chart 
limited by the size of the page of the ‘Journal’? would 
lead to confusion, The presentation of the united ev‘dence 
of the neutral exchanges, with its cumulative efiect, can 
only be achieved with a diagram on a much larger scale. 

The gradual fall in the relative level of German quota- 
tions during the first half of 1917, and its comparative 











steadiness from June till the middle of October, is the 
first notable feature, corresponding with the marked success 
of the earlier allied fighting, and the strengthening of their 
forces by the addition of the United States, and, in the 
summer, the stubborn fighting on the- Western front and 
the weakening of Russian resistance. 

About the middie of October the occupation of the islands 
in the Gulf of Riga marked the advancing power of Germany 
on the East, while the retreat of the ltalians from the 
Isonzo towards the end of the month may be mentioned 
as among the influences likely to have affected exchange 
dealings. 

December opened with the pressing back of our forces 
before Cambrai. The improvement in the outlook for the 
Central Powers is reflected in the sharp rise of the line on 
our diagram, which maintained the advance, although 
with some important fluctuations, during the early months 
of 1918. 

The downward movement appears to have begun before 
the recurrence of the more striking military events with 
which it might be associated. The Austrian offensive on 
the Italian front began on 15th June, and little over a week 
later the Austrians were in retreat across the Piave. The 
opening of the Allied offensive on the Western front came 
a month later, on 18th July. Subsequent events will be 
fairly fresh in the memory of most of us. 

In addition to the fluctuations in the military outlook, 
the exchange situation doubtless reflects other develop- 
ments such as those resulting from the increased stringency 
of the blockade of enemy trade, but the correspondence be- 
tween the larger movements of the line on our diagram 
and the general war prospect is, nevertheless, sufficiently 
obvious. 


Chart showing the depreciation of Mark Exchange relative to Sterling Exchange at Amsterdam. 
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Notes on Trade. 


[While every care ts exercised to ensure the accuracy of 
any explanatory article or notes relating to Acts, Regula- 
tions, Orders, etc., published in the ‘‘Journal,’’ it must be 
understood that such explanations are necessarily in the 
nature of summaries, and cannot be quoted as authoritative 
legal interpretations of the text of the documents them- 
selves. ] 


COMMERCIAL CONVENTIONS BETWEEN 
THE UNITED KINGDOM AND FRANCE. 


DENUNCIATION BY FRENCH GOVERNMENT. 


His Majesty’s Secretary of State for Forcign Affairs 
has received from the French Ambassador in London 
a communication, dated 10th September, 1918, giving 
notice of denunciation by the French Government, as 
from that date, of the following Commercial Conven- 
tions between France and the United Kingdom, which 
provide respectively for termination a year after notice 
of denunciation shall have been given by either of the 
High Contracting Parties :— 

(1) Convention of Commerce and Navigation, with Addi- 
tional Articles, 26th January, 1826. 

(2) Convention respecting Commercial, Industrial and 
Financial Companies, 30th April, 1862. 

(3) Convention respecting Commercial and Maritime Rela- 
tions, 28th February, 1882. 

(4) Convention respecting Commercial Relations between 
France and the Seychelles Islands, 16th April, 1902. 

(5) Convention respecting Commercial Relations between 
France and Jamaica, 8th August, 1902. 

(6) Convention respecting Commercial Relations between 
France and India, 19th February, 1903. 

(7) Convention respecting Commercial Relations between 
France and Ceylon, 19th February, 1903. 

(8) Convention respecting Commercial Relations between 
France and the British Protectorates of East Africa, 
Central Africa and Uganda, 23rd February, 1903. 

(9) Convention respecting Commercial Relations between 
France and Barbados, 9th January, 1907. 

(10) Convention respecting Commercial Relations between 
France and Canada, 19th September, 1907, and 
Supplementary Convention, 23rd January, 1909. 

Also (11) Stipulations of the Convention of Commerce and 
Navigation between France and Egypt, 25th 
November, !9°2 (Article xxvi.), in virtue of which 
reciprocal most-favoured-nation treatment is assure | 
in respect of the importation of goods of the two 
countries. 

In giving notice of denunciation of the above Con- 
ventions, the French Government have intimated their 
readiness to come to an arrangement whereby the 
various Conventions will remain in operation even after 
the period of denunciation has expired, subject to three 
months’ notice on either side. This proposal is still 


under consideration. 











WHITE SEA PERMITS. 

The Admiralty have decided that the issue of White 
Sea permits shall be resumed from 15th October. The 
permits will be issued in the same form as heretofore, 
except that they will be signed solely by the Director 
of Transports and Shipping on behalf of the Admiralty, 
and not by any Russian representative. 

White Sea permits are documents issued from the 
Ministry of Shipping to masters of ships which are 
authorised to proceed to Northern Russian ports. The 
permits are required to be produced on demand to the 
officer in command of any of H.M. ships, patrol vessels, 
ete., or to any other competent naval officer. 





GOLD PRODUCTION IN THE EMPIRE. 

The Lords Commissioners of the Treasury have ap- 
roinded a Committee, consisting of Lord Inchcape, 
G.C.M.G., K.C.S.1., K.C.1.E. (Chairman), Sir Thomas 
Elliott, Bart., K.C.B., Sir Charles Addis and Mr. W. 
H. N. Goschen, to consider and report upon the effect 
of the war upon the gold production of the British 
Empire with reference more particularly to the treat- 
ment of low-grade ores, and how far it may be of im- 
portance to national interests to secure the continuance 
of the treatment of such ores, and generally how to 
stimulate the production of gold. Communications 
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for the Committee should be addressed to the Secre- 
tary, Gold Production Committee, Treasury, Whitehall, 
S.W.1. 





| _ IRON AND STEEL PRICES. 

The Director of Iron and Steel Contracts is modifying 
the schedule of prices appended to the Order of 30th 
November, 1917, and a fresh Order to this effect will 
shortly be announced. The schedule referred to covers 
steel plates, sheets, and black plate, all open annealed, 
produced in sheet mills, and the prices apply to the 
home and export trade. The schedule of prices will 
be found in our ‘* Government Notices ’’ Section. 





CONTROL OF RUBBER INDUSTRY. 

In view of the necessity for saving ocean freights, 
it is considered desirable to notify the Rubber Trade 
that the Minister of Munitions has appointed a Com- 
mittee, under the chairmanship of Sir Clarenden Hyde, 
to advise him as to the control of rubber. 

In the meantime it is deemed necessary to issue a 
warning that it may become necessary to fix maximum 
prices for transactions in rubber, and to point out that 
the Minister may be compelled to make Orders render- 
ing inoperative any forward contracts or transactions 
entered into after the publication of this notice. 





ALCOHOL MOTOR FUEL COMMITTEE. 

Mr. Walter Long has appointed the following Com- 
mittee to investigate the available sources of supply 
of alcohol, with particular reference to its manufacture 
from materials other than those which can be used for 
food purposes, the method and cost of such manufac- 
ture, and the manner in which alcohol should be used 
for power purposes :— 

Sir Boverton Redwood, Bart., Director of Technical 
Investigations in. H.M. Petroleum Executive (Chair- 
man); Major Aston Cooper-Key, C.B. (nominated by 
the Home Office); Mr. Arnold Philip, Admiralty 
Chemist (nominated by the Admiralty); Mr. H. F. 
Carlill, Industrial Power and Transport Department 
(nominated by the Board of Trade); Professor Charles 
Crowther (nominated by the Board of Agriculture and 
Fisheries); Dr. J. H. Hinchcliff, Department of Agri- 
culture and Technical Instruction, Ireland (nominated 
by the Irish Office); Brevet-Colonel Sir Frederick 
Nathan (nominated by the Ministry of Munitions); Mr. 
H. W. Garrod (nominated by the Ministry of Recon- 
struction); Sir H. Frank Heath, K.C.B. (nominated 
by the Scientific’and Industrial Research Department) ; 
Sir Frederick W. Black, K.C.B.; Professor Harold B. 
Dixon, F.R.S.; Brigadier-General Sir Capel Holden, 
K.C.B., F.R.S.; Dr. W. R. Ormandy; Mr. EK. Ss. 
Shrapnell-Smith, C.B.E., Deputy-Director of Technical 
Investigations in H.M. Petroleum Executive; Mr. 
Horace Wyatt, Imperial Motor Transport Council. 

Mr. Shrapnell-Smith will act as Secretary to the 
Committee, and all communications should be ad- 
dressed to him at the Office of H.M. Petroleum Execu- 
tive, 12, Berkeley Street, W.1. 





A JOINT ROADS COMMITTEE. | 

The Army Council have appointed a Committee, to 
be called the Joint Roads Committee, for the purpose 
of carrying into effect the powers of control and main- 
tenance in regard to public roads vested in the Army 
Council by the Defence of the Realm Regulations, and 
of performing certain duties in connection with the 
construction, improvement, and maintenance of such 
roads for war purposes.  Brigadier-Genera]l Lord 
Montagu of Beaulieu has been appointed Chairman of 
the Committee by the Council. 





MINING PROPERTIES IN BRAZIL. 

The Foreign Office announces that H.M. Government 
are informed that various mining properties in_ the 
State of Mines Geraes, Brazil, which have not been 
worked for some time past, have acquired an enhanced 
value owing to the demand for Brazilian manganese. 
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It is also stated that some of these properties belonged 
to British subjects, and that they are now being tres- 
passed upon by other prospectors. . es 

It is suggested that any British subject desiring to 
preserve their rights should communicate with Messrs. 
Nicolson and Company, Ltd., 6, East India Avenue, 
London, E.C.3, who have handled business of this 
nature for some years past and who have been good 
enough to undertake to do what they can to assist 
British owners of such properties. Applicants should 
furnish their title deeds and the fullest possible par- 
ticulars of their rights to Messrs. Nicolson, who have 
been supplied with all the information.in the possession 
of H.M. Government. 





COMMITTEE ON WAGES AWARDS. 

The situation which may result at the end of the 
war in regard to the various wages awards which have 
been made during the war has for some time been 
under the consideration of the Departments concerned. 

With a view to immediate action on this most im- 
portant subject, the Minister of Reconstruction, with 
the concurrence of the Departments affected, is ap- 
pointing a Committee with the following Terms of 
Reference :— 

(1). Whether the compulsory operation of awards made 
under the Munitions of War Acts, of orders extending 
such awards, and of orders regulating wages made 
under those Acts should be continued after the war. 

(2). Whether the power to make such awards or orders 
should be continued after the war., 

(3). The manner in which awards and orders if made or 
continued should be enforced after the war, and for 
what period. 

The Right Hon. Sir John Simon, K.C., M.P., has 

been asked to act as Chairman of the Committee, and 
he has made arrangements to do so. 





CLINICAL THERMOMETER ORDER, I918. 

The Minister of Munitions has made an Order, 
dated 11th October, providing that on and after 21st 
October no person may sell, offer for sale, supply or 
deliver any clinical thermometer that has not been 
tested, approved, and marked in accordance with the 
Rules made by the Controller of Glassware Supply in 
consultation with the Local Government Board and 
the Department of Scientific and Industrial Research, 
and printed with the Order, or other similar Rules 
made from time to time. 

All applications in reference to the Order should be 
made to the Controller of Glassware Supply, Ministry 
of Munitions, 22-23, Hertford Street, London, W.1. 

[The text of the above-mentioned Order and the 
Rules referred to will be found in our “‘ Government 
Notices ’’ Section. | 





SECOND-HAND BOILERS. 

The Minister of Munitions has issued an Order, 
dated 10th October, providing that no person may, 
without a permit, purchase, sell, or deal in any second- 
hand Steam Boiler of any type not being a Boiler for 
use in any locomotive, motor-car, or vehicle, or on a 
ship or other vessel. 

Applications for permits should be made to the 
Controller, Department of Engineering, Charing Cross 
Embankment Buildings, London, W.C.2. 

This Order (the text of which will be found in our 
‘“ Government Notices ’’ Section) does not authorise 
any dealing in any Boiler for which a permit is re- 
quired under the Railway Material (Second-hand) Order, 
1916. 





THE SWEDISH TRADE OFFICE. 

The Swedish Trade Office, to which reference was 
made by the Director of the War Trade Department 
in the ‘‘ Journal’’ of 25th July, is now open at 23, 
Ryder Street, St. James’s Street, London, 8.W.1. 
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Imperial and Foreign 
Trade. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 








UNITED KINGDOM. 





FOREIGN TRADE IN SEPTEMBER. 


The imports into the United Kingdom in September were 
valued at less than in any previous month of the current 
year, and at £12} millions less than in August. There was 
also a decline in the value of the exports, which were nearly 
£4 millions less than in the previous month, the exports of 
produce and manufactures of the United Kingdom account- 
ing for over £3} millions of this decrease. 

The following table gives, under the three principal classes 
of articles, the values for September and August, 1918, and 
for the nine months ended 30th September, 1918, 1917, and 
1913. The figures showing the values of the principal classes 
of articles imported and exported in September, 1918 and 
1917 and during the nine months ended 30th September of 
those years, are given in the table on page 506. 


Raw-Ma- Articles Total, in- 
Food, terials and wholly or cluding mis- 


oe Drink, Articles mainly  cellaneous 
and mainly manu- and un- 
Tobacco. unmanu-  factured. classified. 
factured. 

September, 1918— Thousand £ Thousand £Thousand £ Thousand £ 
Imports és , 43,624 29,938 23,514 97,975 
Exports— 
} British ‘a - 962 5,435 32,481 

Foreign & Colonial 232 642 "356 " 
August, 1918— 
Imports 50,044 36,023 23,880 110,235 
Exports— 

British 'P 7” 954 6,423 34,402 

Foreign & Colonial 194 , 939 “IF wr 
Nine Months ended | rr 

30th September :— 
1918— 
Imports 433,254 324,237 206,324 969,213 
Exports— 

British --  .. 8,821 45,923 304,263 374,151 

k “tia & Colonial 2,095 11,134 9,562 22,807 
Imports . 363,168 273,630 135,822 776,687 
Exports— 

British - -. °12,922 51,791 314,866 4 

Foreign & Colonial G1 78 37 "5 O08 Ties ie 
1913— ah 
Imports 210,891 199,648 145,567 557,767 
Exports— 

British - .. 22,279 51,470 309,427 

Foreign & Colonial 11,462 48, WS 295 99 "re 


The decrease of nearly £6} millions in the value of food. 
drink and tobacco imported, compared with the value in 
August, was due to a falling off of nearly £14 millions in 
the value of grain and flour, of a similar amount with 
regard to meat, and of £4} millions in the value of other 
food and drink, one half of the latter amount being in 
respect of non-dutiable articles. The tobacco imported in 
September was valued at £280,000 more than in the 
previous month. 

Imports classed as raw materials and mainly unmanufac- 
tured were less in value by £6 millions in September than 
in August. Raw cotton accounted for a decrease of nearly 
£33 millions, and oil seeds, nuts, oils, etc., for one of over 
£2 millions. Decreases were also shown in the values of 
wool (£770,000( and hides (£840,000). The principal increases 
were in textile materials other than cotton and wool 
(£630,000) and wood and timber (£583,000). The comparison 
of the records of the imports for the two months does not 
show any striking differences in the values of the articles 
classed as wholly or mainly manufactured, the principal 
difference being in chemicals, drugs, dyes and colours, which 
were less in September than in August by £690,000. 

With regard to the exports of produce and manufactures 
of the United Kingdom, the principal differences between 
the values in the months of August and September are de 
creases in the latter month of about £1 million in each of 
the three items coal, coke and manufactured fuel iron and 
steel and manufactures thereof, and yarns and textile 
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fabrics. The exports of foreign and colonial merchandise 
were valued at less than £12 millions in September, and 
have averaged about £2} millions monthly during the pre- 
sent year. The corresponding average amounted to £64 
millions in 1917 and £8} millions in 1916. 7 





BRITISH INDIA. 





COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL 
INTELLIGENCE. 


The Indian Trade Commissioner in London has received 
a cable, dated 9th October, as follows :— 
RaIn. 
Rain is much needed in most Provinces. In the Punjab 


it is required both for the standing autumn crops and for 
spring sowings. In Assam crops are fair to good. 


MARKETS 


Latest quotations of Fine Broach ready for delivery is 
Rs. 830 a candy. Piecegoods market continues to decline. 


——————, 


CANADA. 








ONTARIO BULK SALES ACT. 


It is now necessary for Ontario merchants who desire to 
dispose of their stock in trade, or any part of same, en bloc 
or out of the usual course of trade, to comply with the 
provisions of the Bulk Sales Act, which came into opera- 
tion on Ist June, 1918. Briefly the Act provides as follows : — 

(1) The purehaser, before paying any money or giving any 
notes or securities on account of the purchase price (except- 
ing a sum not exceeding 50 dols., which may be paid to 
bind the deal), must obtain from the vendor a written state- 
ment, verified by affidavit, giving the names and addresses 
of all the creditors of the vendor and stating the amount 
owing to each. It is the duty of the vendor to furnish this 
statement to the purchaser. Unless the foregoing provision 
is complied with, the sale is void and the stock is liable to 
seizure execution ky creditors of the vendor, unless all of 
the creditors are paid in full out of the proceeds of the sale. 


PROVISIONS MAY BE WAIVED BY CONSENT OF CREDITORS. 


(2) Upon obtaining such statement a waiver of the provi- 
sions of the Act, from creditors representing 60 per cent. in 
number and value of claims of 50 dols. and over, as shown 
by the statement, may be obtained and delivered to the 
purchaser. If this is done the purchaser is safe to com- 
plete the sale, and is free from responsibility to the creditors 
of the vendor. 


PurRcHASE MONEYS TO BE DEPOSITED WITH TRUSTEE. 


(3) Should it be decided not to ask the consent of credi- 
tors, or should the consent of the requisite number of 
creditors not be obtained, then the purchaser, for his own 
protection, must deposit the purchase moneys, notes or 
securities with a trustee for the purpose of distribution on a 
pro rata basis (subject to any legal preferences) amongst the 
creditors of the vendor. The costs and charges of such distri- 
bution are deducted from the amount of money to be received 
by the creditors, so that this procedure does not impose any 
expense on either the vendor or the purchaser. The balance 
remaining in the hands of the trustee after paying the 
claims of the creditors is turned over to the vendor. 

After the statement has been obtained, should either of 
the foregoing provisions not be complied with, the sale is 
void and the stock is liable to seizure under execution of 
creditors of the vendor, unless all creditors are paid in‘full. 


AYVPOINTMENT OF TRUSTEE. 


(4) The vendor may appoint as trustee anyone of his 
own choosing, provided the person so appointed lodges a 
bond, satisfactory to the judge of the county or district 
court of the county or district in which the stock is located 
at the time of the sale, by way of security with the clerk 
of the county or district court. The giving of a bond may 
be waived, provided the trustee appointed is satisfactory to 
creditors holding claims of not less than 50 per cent. in 
value of the liabilities as shown on the statement. 


UNNECESSARY TO CoMPLY WiITH AcT IF CREDITORS ARE PAID. 


(5) It will be noted that it is unnecessary to comply with 
the provisions of the Act, provided the creditors are paid 
in full, and in many instances the intending purchaser may 
be satisfied to complete the purchase without referring to 
creditors or depositing the funds with a trustee. There 
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can be no objection to this, provided the purchaser is willing 
to assume the responsibility of the vendor settling his 
liabilities out of the proceeds of the sale, but if he does not 
do so the purchaser is liable. } 





REPORT ON FRUIT CROP. 


The official fruit crop report for September places the 
Nova Scotia apple yield at 400,000 barrels, or slightly more 
than half of last year’s production. The embargo on apple 
exports to Great Britain, the report states, is discouraging 
to Nova Scotia growers, but the orchards are being kept in 
good condition in view of the after-the-war possibilities. 

Conditions in Quebec Province are described as ‘‘lament-- 
able,’’? because of the destruction last winter of old Fameuse 
orchards. The hope is expressed that the farmers will replant 
these orchards. 

In Eastern Ontario there is a medium crop of some 
varieties of apples. There is also a fair crop in Central 
Ontario, but the quality is below average. In Western 
Ontario, autumn varieties are one-half a crop, and winter 
varieties thirty-five per cent. There is a fairly good crop 
in the Georgian Bay district. 

Earlier reports on the Niagara peninsula peach crop are 
confirmed by the September report. The total yield will 
be slightly less than in 1917, and probakly not more than 
forty to fifty per cent. of an average crop. 

The apple crop in the inland valleys of British Columbia 
will average about ten per cent. less than in 1917, but is 
of better quality and size. Pears are a very large crop, at 
least fifty per cent larger than last year, while plums and 
prunes also show a big increase. 





AERO SPRUCE PRODUCTION IN BRITISH 
COLUMBIA. 


The Attorney-General for British Columbia states in an 
official communication that in January last the aero spruce 
production of the Province was 150,000 feet board measure. 
In August, however, it had reached 3,000,000 feet board 
measure. 

These figures refer to the logs shipped—the gross board 
measure cut amounting to 30,000,000 feet board measure, 
and the proportion of the quality suitable for aeroplanes 
amounting to ten per cent. of the whole. 





TEACHING OF SPANISH IN ONTARIO. 

H.M. Trade Commissioner in Toronto writes that in view 
of the probable development of Canadian trade with Central 
and South America after the war, Spanish will be authorised 
as an optional subject in the commercial course in Ontario 
collegiate institutes and high schools. The change will be 
made to take effect in September, 1919, and, for those who 
intend to become teachers provision will be made for 
specialists in this language. 

As mentioned in the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal’’ of 25th 
July last, German will not hereafter be a compulsory sub- 
ject for a specialist’s certificate, and it is expected that an 
arrangement will be made substituting other subjects for 
German in courses where it is now compulsory. 





NEW POWER PLANT AT RANNEY’S FALLS. 


The Hydro-Electric Power Commission has given notice 
of its intention to spend 1,250,000 dols. in the erection, 
at Ranney’s Falls, Campbellford, of a power plant that will 
produce from 8,000 to 10,000 horse power. It is stated that 
the work will begin this autumn. 





NEW ZEALAND. 





TRADE IN THE OTAGO DISTRICT 


(From the Imperial Trade Correspondent.) 
DUNEDIN. 


Although trade is fairly good for the season of the year 
(July), an impression is gaining ground that the prosperity 
so long enjoyed here is about to receive a check; and there 
is some justification for that belief. : 

Supplies of all necessary commodities, other than wearing 
apparel and fancy goods, are now in small compass, with 
but little prospect of better conditions for some time. It is 
becoming apparent, too, that consumers are less indifferent 
than they were to the steadily increasing prices of their 
requirements. 
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Another factor is the serious situation created by the 
absence of facilities for getting the large accumulations of 
last year’s produce away. There is thus a danger that the 
freezing and cool store space available for the coming sea- 
son’s output of produce will not nearly equal the demand for 
it. Even if storage can be provided, the Imperial Govern- 
ment may not be a purchaser of dairy produce, because of 
the uncertainty in regard to its shipment; and hemp, skins, 
tallow, rabbits and leather will, likewise, have only a limited 
market abroad. In such an event the monetary situation 
might easily become a difficult one. 


IMPORTS FROM AMERICA AND JAPAN. 


Importations from America and Japan continue to expand, 
the principal increases from the former country being in 
hardware, plate glass, fancy goods and toys, boots and shoes, 
cotton goods and hosiery, motor vehicles and accessories ; 
while imports from Japan include silk and cotton piece 
goods, wearing apparel, hats and caps, china and earthen- 
ware, fancy goods and toys. It is understood, however, that 
some of the transactions with Japanese traders have not 
been entirely satisfactory. 

It is yet too early to judge of the prospects of the produc- 
ing season in regard to output. The winter has been un- 
usually severe, and some loss of stock is inevitable; but 
the extent of it will not be known until the snow has dis- 
appeared. 





ARTIFICIAL LIMB FACTORY. 


With reference to the manufacture of artificial limbs in 
New Zealand, which was referred to in the ‘‘Board of Trade 
Journal’’ of 8th October, 1917, the Cabinet has now approved 
of a proposal for the expenditure of £2,762 on the erection 
and equipment of an artificial limb factory in Wellington. 





SOUTH AFRICA. 





CO-OPERATIVE SELLING SOCIETY FOR 
FRUIT INDUSTRY. 


At a recent meeting of the Western Province fruit growers 
in Capetown it was decided to form a co-operative selling 

society in the fruit industry. 

‘ The proposal consists of the formation of a limited liability 
company, with a capital of £5,000, and fruit growers who 
are interested are asked to subscribe the capital. 

The object of this society, it is stated, will be to raise 
the standard of fruit placed on the markets. It is estimated 
that the organisation will be in a position to handle 40,000 
tons of fruit in the course of a season, and this output, 
according to one member, is expected in the next fruit 
season. 





INCREASED CULTIVATION OF KIKUYU GRASS. 


As the demand for kikuyu grass in South Africa is in- 
creasing, the Union Government has issued a pamphlet 
dealing with its characteristics and advantages as a cattle- 
fodder. 

It is a perennial running grass, the pamphlet states, and 
grows well on any soil, adapting itself to the varying climatic 
conditions of South Africa. It is a summer grass, but with- 
stands a considerable amount of cold. In a wet winter it 
keeps green all the time in spite of heavy frosts, and even 
makes some growth. In the spring it starts growing before 
the veld grasses. For drought resistance kikuyu has no 
rival. When the surrounding veld is dry and withered 
it remains green, giving one the impression of an 
irrigated field of forage. All kinds of stock are extremely 
fond of it and prefer it to other grasses, and will even 
break fences to get to it. The food value is very high and 
superior to any of our other grasses. 

For soiling dairy cows it is the grass par excellence. For 
this purpose a suitable piece of land, as near as possitle to 
the cow-stable, is selected and heavily manured with kraal 
manure. After it is planted and the grass has become 
established it is, of course, cut and fed by hand, and nothing 
allowed to graze on it. The quantity of succulent feed thus 
obtained is truly marvellous, and the milk flow resulting 
from it is most satisfactory. The grass grows almost as 
rapidly as lucerne, and four or five cuttings can be had in 
a season. 

Feepinc VALvE. 


Kikuyu can be regarded as a most palatable grass, but 
there are certainly grasses more palatable than it, e.g., 
Phalaris bulbosa and teff, but if stocks are allowed on a 
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patch of kikuyu they will graze contentedly and when they 
have had their fill will lie down on it, for the kikuyu forms 
such a dense turf that it provides a very comfortable resting 
place. Stock seem to prefer the more mature kikuyu to the 
very young grass. 





IMPORTS OF CHICORY. 

A pamphlet dealing with and recommending the cultiva- 
tion of chicory in the Union has been published by the 
Government, gives the following figures for imports of 
chicory since 1910 : — 


Year. Quantity. Value. 
lb. £. 
1910 1,755,412 15,683 
1911 1,923,186 21,643 
1913 2,530,916 22,782 
1914 2,172,328 19,987 
1915 2,093,399 34,667 
1916 1,936,502 41,779 
1917 (Jan.-Oct.) 205,738 6,732 


South African soil and climate are considered suitable 
for its cultivation, and the question possesses at present an 
added importance to the South African farmer, as_ the 
countries where chicory is largely grown are now at war. 





EUROPE. 
FRANCE. 








REGULATIONS AFFECTING TRADE. 


The following Decrees affecting trade have recently beer 
promulgated :— 


CONTROL OF SILK INDUSTRY. 


A Presidential Decree, dated 20th September, and pub- 
lished in th» ‘‘ Journal Officiel ’’ of 26th September, creates, 
under the auspices of the Ministry of Commerce, an Inter- 
Ministerial Committee for Silk having as its object the 
securing for the country of adequate supplies of raw and 
manufactured silk, silkworm eggs and silk waste, and gener- 
ally to regulate the silk industry. The Committee, in agree- 
ment with the Departments using silk and the manufac- 
turers and traders, will also determine the classes of goods 
to which priority conditions should be granted. Further, 
the Committee will have, as regards artificial silk, the 
same powers and functions. 

DECLARATION OF SToOcKS OF WOOLLEN PIEcE Goops. 

A Presidential Decree, dated 17th September, and pub- 
lished in the “Journal Officiel’’ of 26th September, 
requires a declaration by owners or holders of all stocks of 
pure or mixed woollen piece-goods exceeding 300 kilogs. 
existing in France on 15th October. This declaration, which 
is to be made, in a prescribed manner, by 20th October, 
excludes woollen goods made chiefly of alpaca, mohair and 
vigone, also hosiery goods. 


PuRCHASE OF GooDs IN THE UNITED Ki1N@pom. 


A Ministerial Decree, dated 18th August, and published 
in the “Journal Officiel’’ of 30th August, makes regula- 
tions governing the organisation in France for the purchase 
of goods in the United Kingdom. 

The text (in French) of the above-mentioned Decrees 
may be consulted by British firms interested at the Enquiry 
Office of the Department of Overseas Trade (Develop- 
ment and Intelligence). 





SPAIN. 





REGULATIONS RESPECTING FOREIGN 
SECURITIES. 


With reference to the legislation respecting foreign securi- 
ties in Spain (quoted in the “Journal,” p. 369, of 19th Sep- 
tember), H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at San Sebastian has 
forwarded a translation of the Regulations which have 
been drawn up for the purpose of administering the pro- 
visions of the Decree of 11th August. 

The Regulations appeared in the ‘‘Gaceta de Madrid’ of 
28th August, and they may be consulted at the Enquiry 
Room of the Department of Overseas Trade (Development 
and Intelligence). 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—continued. 


ASIA. 
JAPAN. 











PAPER INDUSTRY IN KARAFUTO. 


The paper pulp industry in Karafuto (Japanese Saghalin) 
is being developed further, and it is expected that the total 
annual output of pulp will soon reach 100,000 tons. 

The timber resources of the colony are estimated at 
300,000,000 shakushime (shaku=11:93 inches), which can be 
exploited at the rate of 3,000,000 shakushime a year. If 
half the amount is used by pulp manufacturers they can 
turn out pulp to the amount of 100,000 tons a year. 

At present, according to the ‘‘Yokohama Chamber of 
Commerce Journal,’”’ pulp mills there produce only 50,000 
tons a year, and there is enough room for further enterprises. 
This chance is now being taken by two companies. 

There are two mills at Toyohara and Otomari which can 
turn out 20,000 tons a year. 

There is also a big-mill at Ochiai which can turn out 
10,000 tons a year. The concern has already half completed 
an additional mill at Higashi-Tomotori. Another mill at 
Tomarji turns out 20,000 tons a year. This last is also 


erecting a new mill at Maoka. The annual output of pulp - 


at present is valued at 12,000,000 yen, but on the completion 
of the new mills it will be easily doubled. 

Japanese paper mills, it is stated, can soon be practically 
independent of foreign pulp suppliers in these circum- 
stances. There are troubles in the way of pulp manufac- 
turers, but the Karafuto Government is going to help 
to overcome them. The colonial authorities will try to raise 
money by loans next year, and complete railway systems and 
harbour accommodation there. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 





FOREIGN TRADE IN AUGUST. 


Both imports and exports of merchandise were greater 
during August than in any previous August in the history 
of American foreign trade, according to an announcement 
by the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce, Depart- 
ment of Commerce. 

Imports amounted to 273,000,000 dols., an increase of 
5,000,000 dols. over August, 1917, and 31,000,000 dols. over 
July of this year. During the eight months ended with 
August, imports were 2,060,000,000 dols., a slight increase 
over the corresponding period of 1917. 

Exports increased from 508,000,000 dols. in July to 
529,000,000 dols. in August, as compared with 488,000,000 
dols. in August, 1917. During the first eight months of this 
year exports totalled 4,012,000,000 dols., a decrease of 
138,000,000 dols. as compared with a similar period in 1917. 


GOLD. 


Imports of gold, slightly over 1,500,000 dols. were less 
during August than in any month for over 15 years, and 
for the eight months amounted to 54,000,000 dols. as against 
524,000,000 dols. last year. Exports of gold were also small, 
being 3,277,000 dols., compared with 46,000,000 dols. for 
August, 1917. During the eight months the exports amounted 
to only 32,000,000 dols. compared with 318,000,000 dols. in 
1917. 

SILVER. 

Exports of silver broke all records for the month of August, 
being over 23,000,000 dols., as against 7,500,000 dols. for 
August, 1917, and 157,600,000 dols. for the eight months, 
compared with 52,000,000 dols. for the eight months of 1917. 
Imports of silver were 7,265,000 dols. in August and 
47,600,000 dols. for the eight months, as compared with 
5,680,000 dols. and 27,250,000 dols. respectively for similar 
periods in 1917.—(Commerce Reports.) 








INCREASING EXPORTS OF ELECTRICAL 
GOODS. 


The remarkable increase in exports of electrical goods 
from the United States during the past five years forms the 
subject of review in the American trade press. With a gain 
of more than 15,000,000 dols. in 1916, and an equal advance 
in 1917, American exports will, it is stated, this year exceed 


| 
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Germany’s shipments in 1913 if the foregoing rate of pro- 
gress is maintained. 

Foreign trade in incandescent lamps with metal filaments 
is growing by leaps and bounds. During the fiscal year 
1913 the United States exported 1,363,493 Jamps, valued at 
394,692 dols.; in 1917 the figures were 10,703,531 lamps, 
worth 2,143,802 dols. Canada, Brazil, Cuba and Argentina 
each bought more than a million of these lamps in the latter 
year, while Mexico took almost as many. 


Tue AUSTRALIAN MARKET. 


Lamp manufacturers in the United States, it is claimed, 
should be able to compete for Australian business, though 
a five per cent. tariff must be overcome. The bayonet base 
is used mainly in Australia. The general use of 200 volts 
may be a handicap for American makers, as they are not 
accustomed to turning these out in considerable quantities. 


BRAZIL. 


In all the larger cities of the States of Sao Paulo and 
Parana, in Southern Brazil, modern plants generate elec- 
tricity for both light and power. The hydro-electric plant in 
the city of Sao Paulo produces 16,000 kilowatts, and the 
American Consul reports that all styles of equipment in 
use in the United States are adapted to that region. There 
is a constant demand in the State of Rio Grande de Sul for 
plain lamps and fixtures, the trade being principally in the 
hands of the hardware dealers. 


Cunsa. 


Although Cuba is constantly increasing its purchases of 
incandescent lamps, Americam manufacturers are not as- 
sured of their present share of the trade after the war, for 
European lamps were gaining in popularity up to 1914, 
when Germany sold more than 500,000 dols. worth, compared 
with less than 200,000 dols. worth in 1912. 

The designing of lamps for the same capacities and vol- 
tages that foreign makers have popularised, the selection 
and marking for the voltages actually encountered on the 
various circuits, the price, and the quality should all be 


given careful consideration. 


EcuaDoR AND PERU. 


Most of the lamps sold before the war in Ecuador and 
Peru came from Europe. House lighting in these countries 
is furnished by single drop lamps suspended from _ the 
ceiling. The former market is peculiar in that a well- 
established gas plant, located in Guayaquil, limits the sale 
of electric lamps in one of the two largest cities. Electric 
fixtures are in little demand either in Ecuador or Peru, 
although in the latter country some chandeliers and table 
lamps find a sale in Lima and Arequipa. Exports of metal 
filament lamps from the United States to Ecuador increased 
from 1,358 dols. in 1913 to 6,665 dols. in 1917; to Peru, 
from 10,801 dols. to 21,487 dols. during the same period. 


URvuGvay. 


The use of electricity in Uruguay has been encouraged by 
the Government through a permanent electrical exhibit at 
Montevideo. More than 300,000 American lamps were im- 
ported in 1917, against 22,000 in 1913. The voltage at 
Montevideo is 220, and alternating current is employed. 
Colonia, Canelones, Maldonado, and Pando are other places 
possessing lighting plants. 





POSTPONEMENT OF MOTOR SHOWS. 


The National Automobile Chamber of Commerce has 
cancelled the naticnal automobile shows of 1919, to have 
been held during January and February in New York and 
Chicago, at the request of the Chairman of the War In- 
dustries Board. 

The ‘‘United States Official Bulletin’”’ also states that the 
automobile industry leaders have also urged promoters of 
local shows for automobiles, trucks, or accessories to abandon 
all plans for such during the coming winter. 

The reason given to the industry for this action by the 
Automobile Chamber of Commerce is a desire to co-operate 
with the War Industries Board in plans for conservation 
of fuel, labour, and transportation. 





EXPORT COMBINATIONS. 


In response to enquiries made by various firms as to, 
whether the Webb-Pomerene Act applies to associations 
engaged in trade between the United States and her overseas 
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possessions, or to associations engaged in import as well as 
export trade, the Solicitor of the Department of Commerce 
has issued the following statement : 

“Replying specifically to the questions raised, I have the 
honour to advise that, in my opinion, the Act of 10th April, 
1918, does not apply to Associations whose business may be 
confined to trade within the United States and its terri- 
torial possessions, nor to associations engaged in the import 
trade, whether also engaged in the export trade or not.” 

At a recent conference, called by the Governor of West 
Virginia, of coal operators in that State, plans were discussed 
for the organisation of a joint export company designed to 
extend the foreign market for American coals. 

A committee of nine was appointed to take the matter up 
further with the interested operators at a meeting of the 
National Coal Association at Philadelphia. 

At a meeting of the National Association of Tanners and 
the Association of American Leather Chemists held at 
Atlantic City, New Jersey, on 16th May, a proposal was 
outlined for the joint formation by the various leather 
interests in the United States of a company for furthering 
export trade in their products. 

TRADE WITH ABYSSINIA. 


The Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce has pub- 
lished a report on the favourable opportunity presented at 
the present time for developing trade with Abyssinia. 
American unbleached cotton goods, it states, are already 
well established, and, although the recent high prices have 
caused certain traders to turn to Japanese and Indian goods, 
in most cases they remain faithful to American products. 


LATIN AMERICA. 


ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 


LEGALISATION OF FOREIGN DOCUMENTS. 

A Presidential Decree, dated the 24th August, and pub- 
lished in the “‘Boletin Oficial’ of the 30th August, lays down 
the Argentine requirements for the legalisation of foreign 
documents which are to be valid for use within the Republic. 

Such documents must be certified by an Argentine Con- 
sular officer having jurisdiction within the territory of the 
Authority issuing the document. Should there be no Con- 
sular representative, or if there is one and he is absent, 
then the document must be legalised at the Argentine Lega- 
tion. If there is neither an Argentine Diplomatic nor 
Consular representative, the document may be legalised by 
the Diplomatic or Consular representative of a friendly 
nation. 

The certification of signatures to documents emanating 
from Foreign Authorities by foreign Diplomatic and Con- 
sular representatives in the Argentine Republic will no 
longer be permitted to replace the legalisation of such docu- 
ments by Argentine Diplomatic and Consular officers in the 
country of origin. 

The signatures of Argentine Diplomatic and Consular 
officials abroad must, in their turn, be legalised in Buenos 
Aires at the Ministry for Foreign Affairs and Public Worship. 

These rules come into force on November Ist next. 














CHILE. 
TRADE AND FINANCE. 


[n the course of a review of the external trade conditions 
of Chile during the year 1917, the President, in his address 
to Congress, gave the figures for exports as 712,289,028 pesos 
gold—by far the greater part of which represents nitrate 
shipments to the Allies—and 355,077,027 pesos gold for 
imports. 

With this great difference between exports and imports 
it is not surprising that the value of the Chilian peso has 
. gone up, the extent of the imports from the United Kingdom 
not being sufficient to counterbalance the volume of the 
bills being drawn in London in payment for nitrate, with 
the consequent result that the pound sterling has depreciated 
as compared with the local currency. 

H.M. Minister at Santiago states, that the bills passed 
through Congress for the payment in gold of the nitrate 
export tax—although only a‘confirmation of previous legisla- 
tion on the same subject—and for the discounting of bills 
in certain neutral countries (the proceeds to be deposited 
there in gold at the disposal of the Chilean Legation) are 
both measures aiming at the building up of the gold reserves 


and the reduction of the circulation of paper currency in 
Chile. 











IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE ~—continued. 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


(/NOTICE TO MANUFACTURERS AND EXPORTERS .— 
Strict precautions should be taken against trading with the 








enemy, and regard had to the restrictions on trading in 
certain goods (including Priority Certificate requirements) 
and to the special regulations governing trade with certain 
In cases of doubt or difficulty reference should 
be made personally or by letter to the Department of Over- 
seas Trade (Development and Intelligence). 


countries. 


British firms may obtain the names and addresses of the 
or firms referred to in the following notices of 
“Openings” by applying to the Department and quoting 
the specific reference number. 


persons 


Kven though trade may not 
at present be possible, 1¢ may be worth while for British 
firms to open up communications now with a view to future 
trade. | 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


NEW SOURCES OF SUPPLIES REQUIRED.—Applica- 
tions are frequently received at the Department of Overseas 
Trade (Development and Intelligence) from firms in all 
parts of the United Kingdom and abroad, who wish to get 
into communication with British manufacturers or pro- 
ducers of various classes of goods with a view to obtaining 
supplies. 

An application has been recorded during the past week 
for the names of manufacturers or producers of :— 

Patingers (small metal collar or cuff fastener) for Egypt. 

British manufacturers or producers of these articles now 
in a position to supply are invited to make application for 
the name of the enquirer. 





BRITISH INDIA. 

ENGINEERING STORES.—H.M. Trade Commissioner 
in Calcutta reports that a firm of engineers and contractors 
and merchants in that city, claiming to have close connec- 
tions with Government departments, railways, and large 
industrial undertakings in British India, requiring 
engineering stores, desire to obtain the representation for 
British India of United Kingdom manufacturers of these 
goods. The firm, whose head office is in Bombay, intend to 
open a new branch in Madras after the war. The address 
of their London house may be obtained on application to 
the Enquiry Office of the Department of Overseas Trade 
(Development and Intelligence). 


[Reference No. 314, See Notice to Manufacturers above.] 





CANADA. 

The following enquiries have been received at the Canadian 
Government Trade Commissioner’s Office, Portland House, 
73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C.2, whence further in- 
formation may be obtained :— 

MARKET SOUGHT FOR THRESHING MACHINES. 
HAY PRESSES AND OTHER MACHINERY.—A Canadian 
firm, manufacturing threshing machines, hay presses, and 
other machinery, are in a position to supply these articles 
for export, and would be glad to hear from United Kingdom 
importers interested, with a view to trade later on. 

MARKET SOUGHT FOR SAW MILL MACHINERY 
AND APPLIANCES.—A Canadian company manufacturing 
a large variety of saw mill machinery and appliances has 
forwarded to the Office of the Canadian Government Trade 
Commissioner a set of illustrated catalogues which are at the 
disposal of United Kingdom importers desirov: of receiving 
supplies. 

[See Notice above.] 

|Nete.—Communications in regard to the 


foregoing 
enquiries should be addressed as indicated above. | 





NEW ZEALAND. 

The office of H.M. Trade Commissioner in New Zealand 
reports the receipt of the following enquiries :— 

TEXTILE GOODS, ETC.—A Wellington firm desires to 

obtain agencies for United Kingdom manufacturers of 

textile goods, including piece goods, hosiery and gloves, 

haberdashery and other lines pertaining to the soft goods 
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trade. The firm claims to be in daily contact with the 

trade throughout the Dominion, personally knowing the 

buyers and their requirements in all departments. 
(Reference No. 315. See Notice to Manufacturers above. | 








Shipping and Transport. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 








THE FIRST FABRICATED SHIP. 











the HARDWARE, IRONMONGERY, ETC.—A Christchurch 
in firm desires to get into touch with United Kingdom manu- The first of the National Fabricated Ships, which was 
facturers desiring to be represented, on a commission basis. launched on 8th August from the Wallsend yard of Messrs. 
ts) in the Dominion. The particular goods which the firm is Swan, Hunter and Wigham Richardson, Ltd., was com- 
Lin prepared to handle are hardware, ironmongery, steel bars pleted on 28th September—just 31 weeks from laying of 
ld and plates, iron bars and sheets, piping, ete. in which lines keel to completion, a very fine record. She is the pattern 
it claims to have had practical experience for many years. vessel, from which many others are being built on the fabri- 
_ [Reference No. 316. See Notice to Manufacturers and cation system, with the aid of bridge building firms, She 
Exporters above. | is 411 ft. 6 in. long, 55 ft. 53 in. broad, 38 ft. 14 in. deep, 
aS and has a deadweight carrying capacity of 10,500 tons on a 
BRAZIL. draught of 28 ft. 3 in. Bridge-builders being unable to deal 
of with curved surfaces, she is built on a ‘‘straight-line’’ form 
COTTON GOODS.—H.M. Consul at Para reports that an m :; wae . s : 
"g gent in Maranham desinee to obtain an a ms for United there is not s single bent frame in the ship, sud all the 
oi Kt d . re omega te gn: : plating, with the exception of some at the fore and aft 
ingdom manuacturers of cotton goods, for which, he ends, is straight. 
sh states, there is a good market in Maranham. Another vessel, 6,500 tons gross, of almost the same model, 
re [Reftrence No. 317. See Notice to Manufacturtrs above. | but still a new type, designed by Sir W. G. Armstrong, 
— Whitworth and Co., has just been launched from that firm’s 
FRANCE. Low Walker Yard. She is the first of a series the firm is 
SHIPBUILDING ACCESSORIES. ETC.—H.M. Vice- a on the Isherwood system of longi- 
Consul at St. Malo reports that a resident in that town CURES FOORANG. 
“ desires to obtain the representation, for St. Malo and the rere 
towns of that district, of United Kingdom manufacturers 
lt and exporters of all kinds of tools aa materials used in AUSTRALIA. 
" ship construction, including cranes, machines worked by | 
rs electric, pneumatic and steam power; chronometers, com- PROPOSED LOADING OF COMPOSITE 
8 passes, and all nautical instruments;- anchors, chains, Seis 
winches, pumps, cables of all kinds, sails, etc., for sailing CARGOES. 
k vessels, lanterns of all kinds; articles in use by fishing fleets A proposal to stimulate the export of wheat by providing 
on the coast and in the Colonies ; steel bars and plates, bolts, for the compulsory loading of composite cargoes, has been 
. rivets, and rails for industrial as well as marine work; paint put forward by the Commonwealth Shipping Board, and 
al for submerged work, and tools for general use in ports, approved by the Acting Minister for the Navy. The follow- 
. _ docks and dry docks. ing are the recommendations of the Shipping Board: 
[Reference No. 318. See Notice to Manufacturers above. | ‘That the Secretary of State be requested by cable message 
HARDWARE AND TOOLS.—H.M. Consul-General at to notify all allied or neutral Governments that the Common- 
Lyons reports that an agent at St. Etienne desires to repre- wealth 2 not in —? pre any se gpa tipon the 
| sent United King ims dating in hardware (ron and Rerth tonding, of such os, steam and sll tonnage 
ny ere ee a ae ee ee eee ments, provided that the ships so loaded submit to the Con- 





tools for working wood The enquirer, who works on his 
own account, is able to correspond in English and Italian, 


‘and is prepared to accept terms usual in the British trade. 


[Reference No. 319. See Notice to Manufacturers and 
Exporters above. | 





MOROCCO. 

OILS, COLOURS, ETC., FOR SOAP-MAKING. — 
H.M. Vice-Consul at Tetuan reports that a firm which has 
established a soap factory in that town wishes to get into 
touch with United Kingdom firms in a position to supply 
blue ultramarine, coco oil, palm oil, caustic soda, car- 
bonate of soda, and clear resin (Spanish ‘‘colofonia 
clara ’’), 

(Reference No. 320. 
Exporters above. | 


See Notice to Manufacturers and 





SPAIN. 
MACHINERY, ETC., STEEL, TOOLS, SHOE- 
MAKERS’ SUPPLIES, ETC.—A firm at Barcelona is open 
to take up agencies for Catalufia or all Spain, for United 
Kingdom manufacturers or exporters of spinning and weav- 
ing machinery and accessories, steel, tools, and supplies 
for the boot and shoe industry. The enquirer also wishes 
to import these goods on his own account. 
[Reference No. 321. See Notice to Manufacturers and 
Exporters above. | 





SPAIN. PORTUGAL. 

CARPETS, MOTOR ACCESSORIES, GENERAL 
GOODS, TRADE LITERATURE, ETC.—A Barcelona agent 
seeks agencies, for all Spain and Portugal, for United King- 
dom manufacturers and exporters of carpets, motor 
accessories, generai goods and pharmaceutical products and 
dyes; telegraphic codes, directories, technical publications, 
trade journals, advertisements and propaganda. and 
advertising specialities 

‘ue enquirer states that he is in a position to obtain 
fevcurable offers cf beverages, preserves, wool, metals, and 
other Spanish preduce for export to the United Kingdom. 


[Reference No. 322. 


Exporters above. ] 


See Notice to Manufacturers and 





troller of Shipping for approval their proposals with regard 
to the allocation of space for each description of cargo 
carried, and declare that the space will be allotted equitably 
to all intending shippers of such descriptions of cargo. It 
is further recommended that the chartering agents be ad- 
vised in accordance with the above recommendation, and 
that the consuls of allied countries be informed of the future 
policy with regard to shipping in which they are interested.”’ 

It is stated that the Board, in arriving at the recommen- 
dations, had in view the change in the situation of the 
world’s supply of tonnage. One factor is the increasing 
dearth of free tonnage, and the fear of owners of being 
coerced into loading full cargoes of Australian wheat at the 
lowest relative freight earnings obtainable in the world. 
It was also thought that more wheat would probakly be 
exported as “parcels’’ in ships loading composite cargoes 
than if full cargoes were insisted upon. 

The procedure to be adopted in connection with the new 
system is explained by the Controller of Shipping. Ships 
not suitable for wheat or general cargo would, it is said, 
be allowed to take full cargoes of copra or other approved 
full cargoes. Ships suitable for wheat and general cargo 
would be permitted to load full cargoes of wheat, or, if 
preferred, composite cargoes, which must include a propor- 
tion of wheat. The economic allocation of space in these 
cases to be subject to the approval of the Controller of 
Shipping. 





FRANCE. 





TRANSPORT DIFFICULTIES AT BORDEAUX. 

It is notified by the British Chamber of Commerce, Paris 
(Incd.) that, as a result of representations made by the 
President of the Chamber, special facilities of transport in 
the Bordeaux region have been obtained, for members of 
the Chamber. Advice is given as to procedure in respect to 
goods held up for traffic facilities within the Bordeaux dis- 
trict. 





RATES FOR PARCELS POST TRANSPORT. 


Attention of shippers and forwarding agents is directed 
to the following new scale of rates aniyunced by the 
British Chamber of Commerce in Paris. 














SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT —continued. 





By a Law dated 27th September, the agreement of the 
12th June last, entered into by the French Postal Authori- 
ties and the six principal French Railway systems has been 
approved and confirmed, and by a Decree of the 28th 
September, the postal rates for Continental France have 


been fixed as from the lst October, 1918, as follows: Fr. c. 
Parcels of 3 kilos delivered at stations .............. (1) 0.65 
Parcels of 3 kilos delivered at consignee’s address (1) 0.95 
Parcels of 5 kilos delivered at stations ............... (1) 0.90 
Parcels of 5 kilos delivered at consignee’s address (1) 1.20 
Parcels of 10 kilos delivered at stations ............... (2) 1.50 
Parcels of 10 kilos delivered at consignee’s address (2) 1.80 
Supplementary tax for carriage of parcels by road 0.30 
SEE usbadighi haar bAncthicqatveminsisbenesielyscataeeckes 0.30 
Collection of payments— 
500 Fr. collected at station §......................-- (1) 0.60 
500 Fr. collected at consignee’s address ......... (1) 0.90 
1000 Fr. collected at station _..................00000: (1) 0.90 
1000 Fr. collected at consignee’s address ......... (1) 1.20 


Insurance rate for parcels of which the value is 
declared—10 ctms. up to 500 Fr. and 10 ctms. 
per 500 Fr. or fraction thereof above. 

(1) Stamp tax of 10 ctms. not included. 


(2) Stamp tax of 20 ctms. not included. 


JAPAN. 
TOKIO-YOKOHAMA CANAL. 


A company which has already received the sanction of 

the Tokio Government to construct a canal between Tsurumi 
and Omori, has submitted to the central and local authori- 
ties plans of the canal. 
- According to these, the canal will be ninety feet wide and 
eight feet deep at low tide, and fourteen feet at high tide. 
Four mooring stations will be provided along the canal. The 
passage dues will be 16 sen per ton. The work will be 
started shortly, subject to the approval of the authorities, 
and is expected to be completed within three years. The 
expenditure is put at five million yen. 


NETHERLANDS. 
HARBOUR DUES AT ROTTERDAM. 


An official notice was published by the Town Council of 
Rotterdam on the 20th September, stating that the harbour 
dues on sea-going steamers at the port of Rotterdam had 
been raised from 33 to 4} cents, as previously charged, to 
5 cents per cubic metre. 




















SPAIN. 
THE PROJECTED PONFERRADA - VILLABLINO 
RAILWAY. 


In view of the shortage of coal, and of the necessity for 
encouraging its production (the ‘‘Gaceta de Madrid’’ of 
25th July announces), the plan submitted on 22nd 
January last for the construction of a railway between 
Ponferrada and Villablino has been approved by the Govern- 
ment, and lays down the terms under which the work is to 
be carried out. 

Under the present scheme the minimum equipment of 
traction material and rolling stock will be ten locomotives, 
two first-class carriages, two mixed first and second-class 
carriages, two second-class carriages, two third-class car- 
riages, three mixed third-class and goods van carriages; 
five trucks with high sides, of ten tons load, with brake; 
five similaf trucks (closed) ; 180’coal trucks of ten tons load 
(forty of these to be provided with brake). 

The plans for this railway may be consulted at the Enquiry 
Office of the Department of Overseas Trade (Development 


and Intelligence). 
SWEDEN. 


OF RAILWAY DEPARTMENT 

ELECTRIFICATION. 

The Swedish Railway Department, which was instructed 
by the Government in 1915 to investigate the question of the 
electrification of Swedish railways, has now presented its 
report on the subject. 

The Department considers that the abnormal cost of fuel, 
and the desirability of expanding the railway system, make 
the introduction of electric services necessary. They esti- 
mate that the work of electrification would take ten years. 

They propose that separate conduits should be established 
for lighting along the railways and for the distribution of 
power to agriculturists. In time of war Sweden is shut off 
from coal supplies, whereas damage to power stations and 
conduits are easily repaired. 
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SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT--—continued. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


COMMITTEE ON AFTER-WAR SHIPPING. 


At the request of the United States Shipping Board, the 
American Steamship Association has appointed a special 
committee to advise the Government on post-war shipping 
problems and possibilities. A committee has also been 
appointed to consider whether changes are desirable in the 
existing forms of charter parties. 











PROGRESS OF THE NEW ORLEANS CANAL. 

The Board of Commissioners of the Port of New Orleans 
(also known as the Dock Board) have decided to 
construct a canal to connect the port with Lake 
Pontchartrain, which lies to the north of the city, at an 
estimated cost of six million dollars, for which bonds have 
been issued. The Dock Board have authorised a total issue 
of 25 million dollars if necessary for the eventual completion 
of the plan. 

The Industrial Canal is intended to connect the Mississippi 
River with Lake Pontchartrain and to provide on its course 
sites for shipbuilding yards and for factories and other 
industrial enterprises. Shipbuilding was the main reason 
which led to its being undertaken at present. The great 
difference between the level of the Mississippi river at the 
seasons of high and low water respectively renders the river 
front unsuitable for shipyards. 

DeSscRIPTION OF THE SCHEME. 

The project provides for a lock giving access from the 
river to the Canal. This lock as at present planned is to 
have a total length of 1,055 feet, with a usable length of 
600 feet, by 75 feet wide, and to have a depth of 30 feet 
over the sill. 

The canal itself will be about 54 miles long, and its width 
will be 150 feet at the bottom and 300 feet at the top. 

It is proposed that eventually lateral canals shall branch 
out from the main canal to different parts of the City of New 
Orleans, so that vessels may be able to come right alongside 
factories or railway stations. 

From the lake end of the canal a channel is to be dredged 
to give a depth of 14 feet of water through the lake. In the 
future it is hoped that this will develop into a channel deep 
enough to allow ocean-going vessels to come to New Orleans 
via the lake and the canal, without having to enter the 
Mississippi. As will be seen from the accompanying sketch- 
map, Lake Pontchartrain has direct communication with the 
Gulf of Mexico. 


STATUTE Mites 
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ADVANTAGES OF THE SCHEME. 

According to a statement issued by the Mayor of New 
Orleans, the benefits anticipated from the canal are: — 

(1) It will provide practical, convenient, and fixed level- 
water front sites for ship and boat building and repair 
plants, for industries and commercia! enterprises requiring 
water frontage. 

(2) It will provide opportunities for all enterprises requir- 
ing particular facilities on water frontage to create such 
facilities. 

(3) It will permit the complete co-ordination in the City 
of New Orleans of the traffic of the Mississippi River and its 
tributaries, and the interccastal canal, the railroads, and 
the sea under the most convenient and _ satisfactory 
conditions. 

(4) In connection with publicly-owned facilities on the 
river front, it will give New Orleans ai! the port and harbour 
advantages enjoyed by Amsterdam, with its canal system; 
Rotterdam and Antwerp with their joint river and ocean 
facilities; Hamburg with its free port, and Liverpool with 
its capacity as a market of deposit. 

(5) It will give New Orleans a fixed-level well protected 
harbour. 

(6) It will serve the purpose of the intercoastal canal and 
nt aes the benefits to New Orleans to accrue from that 
cana 
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SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT—continued. 





(7) In connection with revived commercial use of the inland 
waterways, upon which ‘the Federal Government is now 
determined, it will open the way for an easy solution of the 
problem of handling, housing and interchange of water- 
borne commerce and of the development of facilities for the 
storage of commodities between the period of production and 
consumption. 

(8) It will prove an important facility in the equipment 
of New Orleans to meet the new competition the enlarged 
Erie Canal will create. The original Erie Canal harmed New 
Orleans, because Mississippi river boat lines could not build 
their own terminal and housing facilities at New Orleans. 


SHIPYARDS UNDER CONSTRUCTION. 


As the immediate object of the canal was to provide sites 
for shipbuilding yards, it was necessary before the scheme 
could be finally decided upon, to ensure that certain com- 
panies were prepared to take the sites. This has, to a 
certain extent, been achieved during recent months, one firm 
having obtained a contract from the Emergency Fleet Cor- 
poration to build 18 steel ships of 9,000 tons each in a vard 
to be erected on the canal. Another company is to build five 
non-sinkable steel steamers of 4,200 tons each for the French 
Government. This company expects to have the first ship 
launched next December or January. 

The framework of the last-mentioned company’s sheds have 
been erected, and offices, dwelling-houses, etc., built. Much 
levelling and draining work has also been done. Three ways 
are in course of construction. The vessels will be able to be 
launched end or into the basin. 


DATE OF COMPLETION OF BASIN. 


Should the completion of the Canal from this company’s 
yard into the lake be delayed for any reason, it would no 
doubt be perfectly feasible to dredge a channel in the Bayou 
Bienvenu and Lake Bergne so that vessels launched could 
be taken out to sea that way. 

The actual position therefore is that the canal is being dug 
at present both at the Lake end and near the centre. One is 
erecting its yard and will no doubt have its first ship ready 
to launch at the beginning of 1919; that by that time it 
should be possible to get a vessel out into deep water; and 
that another company are also erecting a yard to build 
Government ships near the Lake end of the Canal. 


Some Locart CRITICISMS. 


Although the Canal project was welcomed in the most 
enthusiastic manner by the press and public of New Orleans, 
and is held to be a most potent factor for the future develop- 
ment of the Port and City, there has not been wanting 
certain criticism and more or less concealed misgivings. The 
chief open critic of the scheme has been the President of the 
Louisville and Nashville Railway. His main objection has 
been that no canal was necessary; that if New Orleans 
wanted to build ships it could build them quite well on the 
river front; and that the canal is a ‘‘real-estate exploita- 
tion’? (meaning that its veritable design is to improve New 
Orleans values by attracting to the city a large amount of 
labour). , 

Suggestions have also been made that the future of New 
Orleans does not lie in large industrial undertakings of this 
nature, in which she is handicapped by her comparative 
remoteness from raw materials, but that she should look 
rather to become a great distributing centre for Central and 
South America and an outlet for the agricultural products 
of the Mississippi valley and delta. That is, however, a 
—* of wide policy on which much can be said on both 
sides. 

The doubtful point at present is whether the technical 
difficulties of the present undertaking have yet been suffi- 
ciently appreciated by the public. The most sanguine 
estimates now give eighteen months from date as the earliest 
period in which the lock from the river can be completed. 
Other estimates incline to the view that the work will 
probably have to be postponed until after the war. 

One factor which is likely to cause some trouble is the 
syphon under the Canal which had to be constructed to 
carry off the drainage from the City of New Orleans. This 
syphon will have to carry 2,000 cubic feet of water per second, 
and while the difficulties of constructing it will no doubt be 
overcome, it is possible that it may cause some delay in 
continuing the excavation of the Canal. 

The decision of two large shipbuilding companies to erect 
yards on the site of the Canal, the excavation of which had 
not yet been commenced, impressed the public on account of 
the confidence it appeared to show in the early completion 
of the work. It is evident, however, that neither of these 
concerns require the completion of the Canal to enable them 
to carry out their contracts. 


a 
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Minerals and Metals. 


AUSTRALIA. 








MANUFACTURE OF COKE IN NEW SOUTH 
WALES. 


Considerable activity is now being displayed in the manu- 
facture of coke in New South Wales. Slightly over ten 
years ago large quantities of coke were imported from 
the United Kingdom, but this trade has now entirely ceased. 

For many years there was a strong prejudice against the 
locally-manufactured article, but, judging from the greatly 
increased production, this has now entirely disappeared. 
Greater care is now exercised in its manufacture, and the 
employment of a better class of coal and appliances for 
cleaning it, together with the employment of first-class 
kilns, has resulted in the preduction of an article, the 
excellent qualities of which are fully appreciated. 

All the coke produced is stated to be suitable for use in 
blast furnaces, being hard and able to carry a ‘oad in the 
furnace. 

The quantity produced in 1917 was 455,587 tons, and the 
value £541,093, being at the rate of 23s. 9d. per ton at the 
ovens. The output shows an increased production over that 
of 1916, of 18,000 tons, and an increase in value of 6s. 
per ton. 

The total number of ovens built and in course of building 
is 1,233, and the number of persons engaged in the manu- 
facture of coke is 608. 

The coke works are all within a radius of 60 miles from 


Sydney. 





SWEDEN, 





IRON AND STEEL PRODUCTION EXPORTS 
AND IMPORTS. 


Statistics of Swedish iron production, exports, and im- 
ports during the first seven months of 1918 were furnished 
at a recent meeting of the Swedish Ironworks Association. 
Most of the figures given show a decline in comparison with 
the previous year. 

The production of rolled iron, weld iron, and steel in 
marketable form showed a decline, even in comparison with 
the low figures of last year, which were due to the strike 
at six of the largest ironworks. The decrease in comparison 
with the corresponding seven months of 1916 is about 
23,000 tons. 

Similarly the output of intermediate products in the 
form of ingots and smelted goods shows a decline of 44,000 
tons as against 1916. The production of pig-iron, which 
proceeded on a considerably increased scale until about May, 
owing to the ample supply of charcoal and the beginning 
of work by a large new concern, has since diminished. Since 
the end of April twenty-one blast furnaces have been damped 
down. 

The export of iron shows a decrease in nearly all kinds, 
due to a diminution of export to the belligerent countries. 
It is too early to estimate the influence in this direction of 
the export prohibition issued in July; but the decrease was 
especially heavy in the month of July, inasmuch as the 
total export amounted to only 25,282 tons, as against 46,322 
tons in July, 1917, and 54,196 tons in July, 1916. The 
export of ore during the first seven months of the year shows 
a decrease of 42,000 tons in comparison with the same period 
of last year. 

IMPORTS. 


The import of foundry pig-iron during the whole of the 
present year has been insignificant, and smaller than for 
many years past. Only 11,200 tons entered Sweden during 
the seven months under review, as compared with 34,500 
tons in the corresponding period of 1917 and 68,600 tons in 
the corresponding period of 1916. Rolled bar-iron and 
shape iron and sheet iron, on the other hand, show an in- 
crease for the seven months from 15,200 tons in 1917 to 
32,800 tons in 1918, but do not. compare with the import 
during the first seven months of 1916, which amounted to 
90,600 tons. The import of rails during the first seven 
months of 1918, as a result of large purchases by the State 
railways, amounted to 11,500 tons, as compared with only 
900 tons in the corresponding period of 1917, and 24,000 
tons in the corresponding period of 1916. The total 
import of iron of all kinds was 64,700 tons in the first seven 
months of 1918, as against 62,600 tons in the corresponding 
— 1917, and 30,500 tons in the corresponding period 
Oo 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


DEVELOPMENTS IN MINERAL INDUSTRIES. 
The following developments in the mineral and metal 
industries are given in the American press :— 


CHROME ORE IN NortTH CAROLINA. 


A carload of chrome ore has been shipped from the Ray 
Mine, near Burnsville, in North Carolina, and several cars 
were to be shipped in the near future. Near Webster a con- 
centrating plant has been erected to recover chrome from the 
tractolyte, and six cars of good chrome concentrates have 
been shipped. The most promising location for chrome is the 
tractolyte bed in Jackson County. The graphite mine in 
McDowell County is building a plant to treat the amorphous 
graphite material in the district. Attempts are being made 
to use the low-grade cross fibre asbestos of Yancey County, 
of which there are many hundreds of thousand tons in the 
district. 

FreLSsPAR. 


The shipment of felspar from Mitchell and Yancey Coun- 
ties averages 1,000 tons a month. Careful analyses of the 
felspar is made with special reference to the potash content, 
which runs from 7 to 14-60 per cent. The output of mica 
from Macon County is increasing. 


PLATINUM. 


Mention is also made of the discovery of platinum 
in North Carolina by two Austrian chemists. Their activi- 
ties terminated on account of the war. Sands as rich in the 
platinum group as those of this district are thought to be 
worthy of the careful attention of chemists. 


INCREASES OF CAPITAL. 


The Bethlehem Steel Corporation is arranging to proceed 
with the extension of their plant at Sparrows Point, Mary- 
land. The extensions include the erection of four batteries 
of by-product coke ovens, containing sixty ovens each, two 
blast furnaces, four 3,500 kilowatt gas driven generating 
units, and a six-inch universal plate mill. The expenditure 
in connection with the extensions is estimated at 50,000,000 
dols. 

A tin-plate company at Weirton, West Virginia, announce 
an increase of capital from 5,500,000. dols to 30,000,000 dols. 

A new blast furnace is to be erected with a capacity of 
600 tons of iron daily, 47 by-product coke ovens which will 
furnish coke for the blast furnace and gas for the existing 
— and a by-product plant for the production of 
venzol. 





PLANT TO MAKE ‘* CARBOCOAL ”’ 


BLISHED IN VIRGINIA. 


The Fuel Administration of the United States announces 
that as the result of tests made of ‘‘Carbocoal’’? by the 
United States Navy and two railroads, the United States 
Government have become interested in the establishment of 
a piant for the manufacture of the product, at Clinchfield, 
Va. 

The plant, which is now in the preliminary stages of con- 
struction, will have a capacity of treating several hundred 
thousand tons of bituminous ccal annually. The plans for 
the plant and grounds allow for an eventual capacity of 
1,560,000 tons per year. 


ESTA- 


New Process or DISTILLATION. 


hv a new process of low-temperature distillation, 
bituminous coal is treated in such a manner as to recover 
greater quantities of the valuable by-products, such as 
toluol, sulphate of ammonia, and valuable oils. From the 
residue is made a valuable smokeless fuel, in the form of 
briquettes. 

Tests of ‘‘Carbocoal’”’ by the Navy disclose that it contains 
less than 4 per cent. volatile matter, rendering it prac- 
tically smokeless. Moreover, it is found to work satisfac- 
torily where there is limited grate area and restricted boiler 
capacity. 

The new plant, which is expected to be in operation early 
in 1919, is being built near the junction of the Carolina, 
Clinchfield and Ohio and Norfolk and Western Railways. 
On account of the successful tests of ‘‘Carbocoal’’ and the 
great proniise it gives of saving fuel, the United States Fuel 


Administration and the Ordnance Bureau of the War 
Department are co-operating in the construction of the 
plant. 
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Textiles. 


CHINA. 
BONUS FOR SILK AND COTTON INDUSTRIES. 


The British Consul at Nanking reports that the Provincial 
Assembly, with a view to improving the manufacture of silk 
and cotton fabrics, has granted 20,000 dols. for the encour. 
agement of weaving and of cotton cultivation and sericulture 
in the Nanking and Su-Ch’ang circuits. 

Bonuses are to be awarded on the basis of the number of 
looms in operation, of the number of mow of cotton under 
cultivation, and of the number of mulberry trees planted. 
American cotton seeds have been distributed as an experi- 
ment, free of cost, in South Kiangsu, at the rate of 5 catties 
to the mow. 

The Tanyang silk fabrics, which formerly commanded a 
wide sale, have latterly suffered from the competition of 
foreign goods, In an endeavour to rehabilitate the industry, 
it is proposed to introduce the manufacture of a mixed 
fabric of silk and wool. 











UNIVERSITY COURSE IN SERICULTURE. 

The University of Nanking has organised a short-term 
course in silkworm culture, 

Silkworm eggs from all the silk-producing districts of 
China have been collected—170 varieties in all, and 72 
representatives from these various districts are taking the 
course, Of these representatives more than half represent 
Government officials and schools, and many are experts and 
teachers of silk culture. 

Each student is required to rear his own silkworms accord. 
ing to the best methods in vogue in his district. Experi- 
ments are under way to furnish scientific explanation for 
or against many common ideas in regard to the production 
of silk. Special attention is paid to the eradication and 
control of diseases among the worms, and to the production 
of eggs that are free from disease, to selection of cocoons 
for quantity and quality of fibre, and to silkworm breeding. 

In co-operation with the International Committee for 
the Improvement of Sericulture in China, this institution, 
it is stated, has undertaken possitly the largest experiment 
in mulberry culture ever attempted in China, which includes 
selection of the best species, stock for grafting, methods of 
propagation by budding and grafting, and cuttings and 
pruning. Already 11 mow of land (about 2 acres) have been 
rented, and about 1,000 trees of many kinds have been 
planted. 


CUBA. 
PROPOSED EXTENSIVE 
OF JUTE. 

An announcement of the formation of a powerful cor- 
poration for the cultivation of fibrous plants and the 
manufacture of jute sacks for use in the Cuban sugar 
industry is made in the Cuban press. 

A well-known syndicate of Havana bankers is stated to 
be interested in the undertaking. 

The newly-formed corporation proposes to engage in 
agriculture on a large scale, planting not only jute and 
other fibrous plants, but castor beans, peanuts, etc. It is 
said that arrangements are now being completed whereby 
huge quantities of jute seed will be purchased in [ndia 
and shipped to Cuba for planting. 

It is hoped that 10,000,000 lb. of jute will be grown 
in Cuba within the coming year; and with modern decorti- 
cating machinery already on hand for the extraction of the 
fibre, existing textile mills should be able to start work on 
the sacks without delay. 





CULTIVATION 





JAPAN (Corea). 
DEVELOPMENT OF COTTON CULTIVATION. 


An optimistic article from the local press, giving details 
as to the present and prospective cultivation of cotton in 
Corea, is quoted by the British Consul-General at Seoul. 

The present area under cultivation in Corea, according 
to this authority, is 245,000 acres, and the prospective area 
of cultivation 490,000 acres. 

There are at present three raw cotton companies operat- 
ing in Southern Corea. These are in South Zenra Province, 
and there are indications of their amalgamation in the near 
future. 

Experiments in Western Corea are said to have produced 
a cotton which is long in fibre, strong, glossy, and of a good 
pure white. 
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TEX TILES— continued. 





The present area in Western Corea under cotton is 24,500 
acres | | 
Locally an area of at least 100,000 acres, with a yield 
of fifty to seventy million pounds of cotton, is being counted 
on in Western Corea alone. | 

It is also stated that there are in the Province of South 
Hei-An as many as 784,000 acres suitable for cultivation, 
and 735,000 acres in the Province of Ko-Kai. | 

There is one cotton-growing factory in operation at 
Chinnampo, and two more are planned—one at Heijo and 
another at a place as yet undetermined. 

RUSSIA. 
REVIEW OF HEMP PRODUCTION. 

A study of the pre-war hemp production figures cf the 
Russian Ministry of Agriculture discloses the fact that while 
the average acreage for the years 1911-1914 was only 2,632 
desiatins (desiatin=2°7 acres) as compared with 714,357 
desiatins—the average for the years 1901-1910—the actual 
hemp production had been more than maintained, the pro- 
duction for 59 provinces for 1911-1914 averaging approxi- 
mately 378,600 tons as against 370,100 tons for the previous 
decade. 

Of this 878,600 tons, approximately 187,000 tons were 
produced in provinces at the present time actually in 
Gerinan occupation. Of the 191,000 tons (about) which may 
be assigned to the Russian area, while some 60,000 tons 
may be considered to fall within the limits of vigorous 
German penetration, the 131,000 tons production, were it 
maintained, of the provinces of Pensa (28,396 tons), Pam- 
bov (12,533 tons), Kazan (8,267 tons), Nishni Novgorod 
(9,158 tons), Orenburg (5,246 tons), Perm (8,208 tons), 
Samara (2,800 tons), Saratov (6,363 tons), Simbirsk (6,767 
tons), Ufa (8,117 tens), Viatka (5,804 tons), and the Siberian 
and Asiatic provinces (30,933 tons) may, it is hoped, still be 
considered as within Russian control, and be available, if 
not for export, at any rate, for Russian industry. 

It is stated that Russian hemp constitutes more than 
half the world’s output, the reference being to the produc- 
tion of True Hemp (Cannabis sativa) and not including 
a number of other fibres commonly known as hemp, many 
of which are hard fibres. 

CONSUMPTION. 

Of the Russian production four-fifths is stated to have 
heen consumed in Russia itself, while of the remaining 
one-fifth, 60 per cent., it is said, was normally consumed 
by Germany, and 25 to 30 per cent. by the United Kingdom. 
“With regard to Russian consumption, the most important 
centre of the industry is in the Government of Petrograd, 
while there are hemp mills of importance in the Governments 
of Orel, Kherson, Riazan, Chernigov and Perm. | . 

The cordage and twine industry, an ancient village in- 
dustry, flourishes, using antiquated methods, in many 
Governments, especially Tver, Chernigov and Kaluga. 

Errect og Recent DISTURBANCES. 

With regard to the extent to which hemp cultivation and 
manufacturing have been affected by the recent upheaval, 
it is estimated that the production has fallen by 25 to 30 
per cent., i.e., to about 70 to 75 per cent. of the average 
pre-war figures, while, on the other hand, the home con- 
sumption, owing to labour conditions, has decreased far more 
than the production. 

It is believed that there must be important stocks of hemp 
in the country at the present time. 


APPROXIMATE STATISTICS. 


- 








Acreage Production Weight 

(Desiatins= (Tons= 

2.7 acres. (Poods=36 lb.) 60 poods) 

1911-1914 ......... 602,632 22,716,000 378.600 

| ree 714,357 22,206 .000 370,100 
Poods. Tons. 

Production of 1911 17,332,700 268,880 

90 1912 24,101,900 401 ,700 

me 1913 25,466,200 424,440 

- 1914 23,958,300 399 300 

Exports. 

1911 53,100 

1912 50,000 

1913 51,500 

1914 28,800 
Exrorts to tae Unitep Kinepom (Exctupine Tow). 

1911 12.579 

1912 ' 13.764 

1913 12.818 

1914 7.679 

1915 5,321 

1916 12,731 





Chemicals and Oils. 


AUSTRALIA. 








SUBSTITUTE FOR MOTOR SPIRIT. 

The New South Wales Government has made a grant of 
£2,000 to the Forestry Commissioners, for the purpose of 
carrying out experiments with the zamia palm with the 
object of preducing an effective substitute for motor spirit. 

Previous experiments in this direction were so satisfactory 
that it has been decided to proceed immediately with more 
exhaustive tests. 





CANADA. 





DRILLING OPERATIONS IN ALBERTA. 

Drilling operations are to be carried out by a company 
in the Peace River District of Alberta. 

Another company, or, rather, syndicate, claims to have 
leased something like 12,000 acres in the Peace River 
District, and the drilling operations which have started will 
continue until about Ist December, and then reopen about 
March, 1919. 

Presumably all the machinery in connection with this 
operation will be purchased in the United States. states the 
Imperial Trade Correspondent at Calgary. 


ITALY. 








EXPLOITATION OF NEW FERTILISER. 

A new fertiliser, called by the name of ‘‘tetraphosphate,’’ 
is now being manufacturer in Italy which, according to 
certain technical experts, is considered as good as super- 
phosphates, 

‘‘Tetra,” as it is known, was invented by an Italian in 
1914, and the process was patented and purchased by an 
Italian company which has undertaken to exploit che 
invention both in Italy and abroad. 

Consideratle progress, states the Canadian Trade Commis- 
sioner in Milan, has been made since 1914 in the industrv 
in Italy, notwithstanding the difficulties at present in obtain- 
ing the phosphate rock and reactive agents. There are 
eleven different plants in operation, seven of which are 
administered by the Italian Agricultural Syndicates. These 
plants produce about 500,000 quintals a year, a supply 
which it is stated is far from meeting the demands of the 
Italian farmers. Four new plants are in process of construe- 
tion. 

PLANTS IN Ee@ypt. 


Another plant is now being worked at Debajeh, near 
luxor, on the Nile, the production of which is 200.000 
quintals a year, end a similar plant is being erected at 
Kaseir on the Red Sea, and it is hoped once the war is over 
to manufacture at the latter place not less than 2,000,000 
quintals a year. The rock found in these districts is very 
rich, viz., 69 per cent. and 70 per cent. respectively. 

PRocess oF MANUFACTURE. 

The fertiliser is manufactured very simply as follows: In 
a specially constructed furnace the natural phosphate rock 
powder is roasted for several hours at a temperature vary- 
ing from 600 degrees to 800 degrees centigrade, together 
with a powder, constituting about 6 per cent. of the mix- 
ture, forming a reactive agent composed of equal 
parts of calcium, sodium, and magnesium carbonate with a 
small proportion of sodium sulphate. Leaving the furnace, 
the product is hydrated by cold water and afterwards cooled. 
The concentrate obtained is 15 per cent. to 21 per cent. 
phosphoric acid, and for practical use is mixed with sand 
or dry earth until the necessary strength is obtained. 


PRINCIPAL ADVANTAGES OF THE NEW FERTILISER. 


From experiments undertaken by a special commission 
appointed by the Italian Minister of Agriculture, the use 
of this new fertiliser on, among other crops, wheat, rice. 
potatoes, oats, beans and clover, has given very favourable 
returns, and its fertilising quality has been pronounced 
equal and sometimes superior to superphosphate, over which 
it is claimed it has the following principal advantages :— 

1. Its freedom frem causticity, acidity and deterioration. 

2. Its simple and less costly manufacture. (The Canadian 
Trade Commissioner has been informed that the cost of a 
plant to manufacture, for example. 100,000 gquintals of 
superphosphate by the acid process, with lead at the present 
price of 1 france per kilogramme, would te approximately 
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1,000,000 francs, as compared with 150,000 francs for a 
tetra installation of the same power and output.) 

3. Its allowance of the utilisation of low percentage 
natural phosphate. The manager of the Italian company 
considers a mineral containing 30 per cent. of ‘‘Anidrica 
fosforica’’ a low percentage mineral, and this would yield, 
it is stated, from 14 to 16 units of phosphoric acid. 

AcTION OF FRENCH GOVERNMENT. 


The French Government has recently sent the Superin- 
tendent of the Agricultural School of Rennes to Italy to 
make investigations and carry on experiments with this 
fertiliser. . 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
PROGRESS IN DYE INDUSTRY. 


The remarkable success of the American chemists and 
chemical manufacturers in developing the dyestaffs 
industry, when the supplies of dyes from Germany were 
cut off, is strikingly shown in a Report just issued by the 
United States Tariff Commission, entitled ‘‘Census of Dyes 
and Coal-Tar Chemicals, 1917.’’ 

At the outbreak of the European war, Germany 
dominated the world’s trade in dyes and drugs derived from 
coal tar. Before the war, seven American firms manufac- 
tured dyes from imported German materials. In 1917, 190 
American concerns were engaged in the manufacture of 
dyes, drugs, and other chemicals derived from coal tar, 
and of this number, 81 firms produced coal-tar dyes from 
American materials which were approximately equivalent 
in total weight to the annual imports before the war. The 
total output of the 190 firms, exclusive of those engaged in 
the manufacture of explosives and synthetic resins, vas 
over 54,000,000 pounds, with a value of about 69 million 
doliars. 

Large amounts of the staple dyes, for which there is a 
great demand, are now being manufactured in the United 
States. A few of the important dyes, such as the vat dyes 
derived from alizarin, anthracene, and carbazol, are still 
not made. The needs of the wool industry are being more 
satisfactorily met than the needs of the cotton industry. 

The report gives in detail the names of the manufacturers 
of each dye or other preduct and the quantity and value 
of each produced, except in cases where the number of 
producers is so small that the operations of individual firms 
would be disclosed. Seventeen hundred and thirty-three 
chemists or engineers were engaged in research and chemical 
control of this new industry, or 8-8 per cent. of the total 
of 12,643 employees. The report also contains an interest- 
ing account of the history and development of the industry 
since the outbreak of the war. 








DEVELOPMENTS IN CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES. 

The following information is announced in the American 
ress :— 
| DEVELOPMENT OF PoTasH SUPPLIES. 

That the United States is becoming more and more inde- 
pendent of Germany in the matter of potash supplies for 
the raising of crops was emphasised at the fertiliser sales- 
men’s conference held at New York, on 5th September, 
under the direction of the Soil Improvement Committee of 
the National Fertiliser Association. 

The Chairman of the Chemical Alliance indicated that 
whereas in the last year the available potash supply for the 
United States aggregated about 32,000 tons, this amount 
would probably be increased to around 40,000 tons in the 
next season. He said that a considerable development was 
taking place in recovering potash in cement plants and 
blast furnaces. 

When plans now being worked out reached full develop- 
ment, it was believed that eventually, perhaps within the 
next two years, the potash scarcity would be greatly re- 
lieved. 

GOVERNMENT Caustic Sopa PLanrt. 

Relief from the shortage of caustic soda will be afforded 
by the completion of the Government caustic soda plant, 
which will have a capacity of 100 tons a day and is ex- 
pected to be in operation by Ist January, 1919. 

The output for 1917 was 495,700 tons, which is an increase 
of 70,000 tons over 1916. 


GOVERNMENT Arr NITRATE PLANT. 


The construction of the air nitrate plant by the Air Nitrate 
Corporation of New York at Toledo, Ohio, has been taken 
over by the Government. The plant is estimated to cost 
20,000,006 dols. 


—— 
—— 
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GERMANY. 








FINANCE. 
ISSUE OF EMERGENCY MONEY: HISTORY OF THE 
MOVEMENT. 

The issue of emergency money in Germany falls into two 
periods. The first commenced with the outbreak of the war, 
when the shortage of small change became very acute owing 
to several causes: (1) the enormous demands of the army; 
(2) the prevalence of cash payments ; (3) the reduced velocity 
in the circulation of money; and (4) senseless hoarding. 
Although the Imperial Bank issued nearly half a milliard 
marks’ worth of extra paper and token currency in the 
first wecks of the war, the shortage continued, and municipat 
authorities as well as private works were forced to resort to 
emergency money. The process commenced in August, 1914, 
but by the beginning of 1915 all the emergency money thus 
issued had been called in. Enquiry shows that 341 bodies 
issued emergency money to the extent of some 11 million 
marks, mainly in denominations between 20 marks and 
50 pfennigs; the value of the 25, 20, 10, and 5-pfennig notes 
did not exceed 22,400 marks. The notes were issued by 
municipal authorities, savings banks, factories, mines, and 
large farms, and as the supply had to be provided with all 
speed the execution of these early notes left much to be 
desired. 

Between the beginning of 1915 and the end of 1916 the 
War Loan-Bank notes of 2 and 1 marks sufficed on the whole 
to meet the needs of the population. But from about the 
beginning of 1917 a dearth of small change was felt which 
has continued to this very day. Despite the increased issue 
of coins by the mints, the shortage of small change in many 
districts was so marked that emergency paper had to be put 
into circulation a second time. The main cause for the 
recurrence of the shortage is to be found in the extension 
of the territory wherein German money circulates. The 
occupied lands together cover an area larger than the 
German Empire. A subsidiary cause was the requisition of 
nickel and copper, which resulted in the melting down for 
industrial purposes of coins made of those metals. Mention 
must also be made of the craze for collecting war coins, 
which withdrew considerable quantities of small coins from 
circulation. Many small coins must also have been gathered 
in collecting boxes of all sorts. 

This time no !ess than 1,300 authorities have issued emer- 
gency money, the value of which, however, is less than in 
the first period, seeing that now almost all the money is 
for denominations of 1 mark and under. In the first and 
second periods alike both paper and metal tokens were 
issued ; but while in accordance with the law which requires 
governmental approval for the issue of money, this ap- 
proval was sought and obtained in the second period, it was 
not always possible, owing to the urgency of the need, to 
ensure this legalisation of the emergency money in the first 
period. In the present instance, in order to prevent muni- 
cipal and other authorities providing themselves with loans 
free of interest by the issue of emergency currency, the 
State insists before granting permission that the emergency 
money shall be wholly covered either by ear-marking of 
credits for the purpose at the Imperial Bank or by deposit 
of first-class securities so long as the emergency money is 
in circulation. —(Norddeutsche Allgemeine Zeitung.) 


TEXTILES. 
INCREASE OF HEMP CULTIVATION. 


Between 1892 and the outbreak of war the price of hemp 
in Germany rose from 44 to 94:4 marks per cwt. Neverthe- 
less the area of hemp cultivation, which was about 21,000 
hectares in 1878, had declined to 3,500 hectares in 1900 and 
had diminished still further since then. The German hemp 
industry had to cover its demand almost wholly by foreign 
purchase; the import in 1913 amounted to 48,651 tons, of 
which Russia supplied 27,862 tons. 

Now that trade between Germany and Russia has again 
begun, it may be hoped that a regular import of Russian 
hemp will again gradually set in. Nevertheless Germany 
is making successful efforts again to increase her own hemp 
production. Landowners find an inducement to cultivate 
hemp in the high prices, which will not sink immediately 
after the war. 

Hemp is grown preferentially on low-lying moorlands, 
where its thickness and rapidity of growth overcomes weeds, 
and leaves the soil cleaner than any other cultivated plant. 
In many cases hemp cultivation first makes possible the 
subsequent cultivation of food crops on marshy soil. 
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THe GERMAN Hemp FIBRE. 


The German Hemp Cultivation Company has been able to 
increase the area of cultivation from 3,000 hectares in 1917 
to 7,000 hectares in 1918. In Schleswig-Holstein alone, for 
example, the area sown increased from 327 hectares in 1917 
to 5387 hectares in the present year. If the rate of increase 
ig maintained an important branch of the German textile 
industry will soon become independent of foreign countries. 
The fibre of German hemp is in every respect satisfactory. 
The industry, which has already enjoyed ample opportunity 
of using large quantities, unanimously expresses the opinion 
that German hemp grown on marshy soil is in every way 
equal in quality to the foreign product. The equipment of 
five dressing factories (‘‘Réstanstalten’’) has made it pos- 
sible for growers to deliver the stalks quickly and to spare 
themselves the long and difficult work of dressing. The 
support of the State guarantees the grower a profitable 
price, and thereby assures the further development of hemp 
cultivation after the war.—(Hamburgischer Correspondent.) 


GENERAL. 
VALUE OF LEAF FODDER CAKES. 


The Hamburgischer Correspondent states that the leaf 
fodder fed to the horses in the German army 1s given in 
the form of cakes, which, owing to the fine grinding, allow 
of much better assimilation, while greatly reducing the cost 
of transport and facilitating the handling of the fodder. 
After being thoroughly dried, the leaves are ground to a fine 
meal. and with the addition of molasses are formed into 
cakes by means of high pressure. As a result of the fine 
grinding the cell-membranes are partially torn, and the 
valuable nutritive substances in the cells are thus made more 
accessible to the digestive juices, so that the nutritive value 
of the fodder is considerably increased. A second advantage 
resulting from the fine grinding is the production of firmer 
cakes with smaller interstices, in which mould is less easily 
formed, so that less of the fodder is spoilt. 

An analysis made by the Veterinary Institute of the Royal 
Agricultural College in Berlin shows that the digestible sub- 
stances contained in leaf-hay cakes are as follows: Raw 
fibre 9°37 per cent., fat 5-88 per cent., protein 7°25 per cent., 
non-nitrogenous ingredients 26°79 per cent. ; so that a nutri- 
tive value of 42-4 kg. per metric ewt. is obtained, This nutri- 
tive value exceeds that of the best hay so considerably that 
whereas 8:2 kg. of hay are required to provide one day’s 
ration for a horse 500 kg. in weight, the quantity of leaf 
fodder cake required is only 5 kg. In other words, the 
nutritive value of leaf fodder cake is 64 per cent. greater 
than that of hay, and is almost equivalent to that of medium 
oats. 





AUSTRIA. 
FINANCIAL. 


OFFICIAL VALUATION OF THE PAPER CURRENCY. 


According to the existing tariff law, writes the Arbeiter 
Zeitung, Customs duties in Austria must be paid in gold. 
Before the war this fact was of little consequence, since the 
notes of the Austro-Hungarian Bank were as good as gold. 
The Government has, however, now decreed that henceforth 
Customs duties may be paid in notes, but the amount in 
paper will be higher than the gold value by a certain per- 
centage varying from time to time. At present this per- 
centage has been fixed at 150. 

In actual practice the new arrangement means that if a 
duty amounts to 10 kronen in gold, the authorities will 
accept in lieu thereof 25 kronen in paper. This is in effect, 
the Arbeiter Zeitung writes, an increase of the Customs 
duties by 150 per cent. As a practical measure the new rule 
will not be of great moment, since duties on most foodstuffs 
have been removed, the import of luxuries prohibited, and, 
for the rest, not much comes into the country. The signifi- 
cant thing is that the Government has itseif recognised the 
depreciation of the paper currency, though the Arbeiter 
Zeitung is very sceptical as to the adopted percentage. 
More and more, it writes, the bank-notes tend to become 
scraps of paper. 

INCREASE OF CAPITAL IN JOINT-STOCK COMPANIES 
SUBJECTED TO GOVERNMENT APPROVAL. 


An Order of the Austrian Government, published on 5th 
September, provides that the consent of the Government is 
necessary for the foundation or increase of capital of limited 
liability (G.m.b.H.) companies, and that a special Govern- 
ment licence is necessary for the increase of capital by joint- 
stock companies, even in the case of companies which are 
not bound bv the statutes to obtain such licence. Thus a 
company which has the right to issue new shares up to a 
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certain amount will henceforth, for the duration of war 
conditions, have to obtain Government permission to exervise 
this right. The effect of the Order is to place Austrian 
joint-stock companies, as far as the raising of capital is 
concerned, in the same position as Hungarian and German. 
The conformity established between the three States in this 
respect is to be extended to other economic matters. 

The Order may remove the suspicions which saw Austrian 
influence behind the corresponding Hungarian Order; but 
the more serious objections raised by Roland Hegediis 
remain, namely, that increases of capital are a direct result 
of depreciation of money, and that unless industry is to be 
crippled the Government should stop ‘‘not the printing of 
shares, but the printing of bank-notes.”’ 

In the first half of 1918 only about thirty new companies 
are said to have been founded in Austria, with a capital not 
exceeding 130,000,000 kronen in all. Lately there has been 
more activity, as more applications for founding companies 
have been made in connection with preparations for peace 
economy; but the figures do not even approach the 
Hungarian figures.-—(Die Zeit.) 

With reference to the above Order controlling increases 
of capital by Austrian companies, the Neue Freie Presse 
gives the following summary of the increases which took 
place between 1915 and 1917:—The balance-sheets of the 
Austrian banks showed a capital of 1,403 million kronen in 
1915, 1,499 million kronen in 1916, 1,644 million kronen in 
1917. In the last figure the capital of newly-founded banks 
is included, namely, 20 millions in 1916 and 12 millions in 
1917. Deducting, therefore, this amount of 32 millions, it 
appears that the increases of capital of existing banks from 
the end of 1915 to the end of 1917 amounted to 209 million 
kronen. The capital of industrial companies amounted to 
2,417 millions in 1915, 2,766 millions in 1916, 3,030 millions 
in 1917. New industrial companies were founded in 1916 
with a total capital of 30°8 million kronen, and in 1917 with 
a total capital of 66:3 million kronen. Deducting this 
amount of 97 million kronen, it appears that the increases 
of capital by existing industrial companies from 1915 to the 
end of 1917 amounted to 216 million kronen. The total, 
eae both banks and industrial companies, is 425 million 

ronen. 


THE HUNGARIAN ORDER. 


An Order of the Hungarian Government (No. 3,781), 
published and coming into force throughout the kingdom on 
3rd September, forbids joint-stock companies to increase 
their capital except with the authorisation of the Minister 
of Trade. The prohibition extends not only to the issue of 
new shares, but also to the assignment of free shares and 
the utilisation of reserves for the increase of share capital. 

The official commentary on the Order points out that the 
State has the first claim on capital seeking investment, that 
the system of taxation requires a due relation between 
capital and taxable profits, and that banks have often 
increased their capital for flimsy reasons, e,g., from mere 
rivalry with other financial institutes. It is therefore 
necessary for the Government to decide in such cases on the 
necessity of a proposed increase in capital. The Austrian 
Government will adopt a similar procedure, which has been 
the practice in Germany since the outbreak of war. (In 
Austria, even before the war, any increase in capital not 
provided for by the statutes of a Company required the 
consent of the Minister of Finance. In Germany a 
Bundesrat Order of November, 1917, made State approval 
necessary for the foundation of new companies). 

Hitherto there has been no such restriction in Hungary, 
and very large increases of capital have taken place. In 
1918 the financial institutes of Budapest have raised their 
capital from 386,700,200 to 582,250,400 kronen, increases of 
capital having taken place in seventy-five financial institutes 
during that period. Among other joint-stock companies in 
Budapest (apart from banks) eighty-six raised their capital 
in the first half of 1918 from 212,605,000 to 370,400,000 
kronen. In the provinces, during the first half of 1918, 3U1 
financial institutes increased their capital from 212,664,170 
to 348,379,600 kronen, and ninety-six outher joint-stock 


‘undertakings from 58,880,250 to 122,661,000 kronen. 


The Ungarische Bank-und Handelsaktiengesellschaft in 
consequence of the Order has decided to raise its capital 
only by 20,000,000 kronen and to postpone the question of 
raising a further 20,000,000 kronen as intended. The 
National Wood Production Company has postponed con- 
sideration of its proposal to double its capital. A similar 
course will presumably be adopted in the case of the pro- 
posed increase of the capital of the Hungarian Landesbank 
from 50,000,000 to 80,000,000 kronen. 

The Order created much excitement in Hungarian financial 
circies and a depressing effect on the Stock Exchange, and 
is attributed to the influence of Austrian capitalists. 


— 
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Customs Regulations and 
Tariff Changes. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 


BRITISH INDIA. 


PROHIBITED EXPORTATION OF PRINTED 
MATTER. 


H.M. Trade Commissioner at Calcutta has forwarded copy 
of Notification No. 7280, dated 3rd August, 1918, which has 
been issued by the Government of India, and which makes 
the following addition to the Schedule attached to Notifica- 
tion No. 3075, dated 11th May, 1918, as subsequently 
amended, specifying the articles the exportation of which is 
prohibited from India, except under licence granted by the 
Chief Customs Officer at the place of export, viz. :— 

To all destinations: 

Printed matter of all descriptions. 


CANADA. 


PROHIBITED IMPORTS : CUSTOMS DECISION 
RELATING TO AUTOMOBILES. 


With regard to the prohibited importation into Canada 
of Automobiles adapted or adaptable for passenger use, 
valued at 1,200 dols. and upwards, f.o.b. place of manufac- 
ture, except under licence approved by the Canadian War 
Trade Board, it is stated in Customs Memorandum No. 
2237 B, dated 19th September, 1918, that this prohibition 
of importation also applies to the body and chassis for such 
automobiles when the value of the body or chassis, 
together with the usual parts required to complete the 
automobile, amounts to 1,200 dels. or upwards, f.o.b. place 
of export. 


PROHIBITED EXPORTS: REGULATIONS AS TO 
GOODS IN TRANSIT THROUGH CANADA. 


Customs Memorandum No. 2232 B, dated 15th August, 
1918, contains Regulations approved by the War Trade 
Board, Ottawa, regarding prohibited exports in transit 
through Canada. 

The Regulations provide that— 

(1) In respect of goods from the United States passing in 
bond through Canada for export to other countries, the 
same may be allowed to proceed to their destination, on 
presentation to the Collector at the Canadian Port of Exit, 
of the Export Licence issued by the Bureau of Exports, War 
Trade Board, Washington 

(2) In respect of goods from other countries passing in 
hond through Canada for export to the United States, the 
same may be allowed to proceed to their destination en 
presentation to the Collector at the Canadian Port of Exit 
of the Import Licence from the Bureau of Imports, War 
Trade Board, Washington. 























STAMPING RETURNED POSTAL PACKAGES. 


The Board of Trade have received from the office of the 
High Commissioner for Canada copy of Memorandum 
No 22398, dated 18th September, 1918, which has been 
issued by the Canadian Customs Department, containing 
instructions to Collectors of Customs as to stamping re- 
turned postal packages. The Memorandum states that 
articles arriving by mail, which are on the list of prohibited 
imports, are not to be returned to the sender without noti- 
fying the importer or consignee of the arrival of the same. 
If at the end of thirty days, or in any case within three 
months, a licence to import the same is not forthcoming, the 
goods may then be returned marked :— 

Prohibited from importation. 
No licence produced. 

In addition to the above notation, each parcel should also 
be stamped with the Port, Outport, Preventive Station, or 
Collecting Station Stamp, in order that it may be shown 
whence returned. 





MALAY STATES (Kedah). 
REVISED CUSTOMS TARIFF. 


The Board of Trade have received from the High Com- 
missioner’s Office, Singapore, copy of a Resolution passed 
on the 2nd May, i918, by the Kedah State Council, imposing 
the following Import and Export Duties, under the pro- 
visions of Section 2 of the Kedah ‘‘Customs Duties Enact- 
ment 1,335 (1917), viz.:— 











—————— 


CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES~— . 
continued. 





1.—IMPORT DUTIES. 














te. 


Articles. Rates of Import 
D 


uty. 
Dols. ctz. “3a 
per lb.; 1 50 
9 0 75 








ToBpacco— 

Cigars valued at not less than $2 per Ib. 
_ and snuff of whatsoever value .. 
Cigars valued at less than $2 per lb. and 
not less than $1 40 per Ib... ; 
Tobaccos and Cigarettes valued at not 
less than $1 40 per lb. and Egypt- 
tian, Russian, and Turkish cigar- 
. ettes of whatsoever value vi 
Javanese, Chinese, and Indian to- 
Wall other than cigars and 

clyarettes .. bs a .. per pkl. 
Tobaccos, cigars and cigarettes of itis a : 
any kind not herein otherwise pro- 
vided for .. sy v .. perlb.| 0 40 


perlb.| O 75 





* By a resolution 
1918, it was decid 
manufactured in the 
and Indian tobaccos. 


2._-EXPORT DUTIES. 


ssed by the Kedah State Council on 16th May 
to collect the same duty on Siamese tobacco 
neighbouring States as on Javanese, Chinese 























Rates of Ex- 
ae Articles. port Duty. 
_ 7 Dols. ets. 
. __ . j . ad val, 10 per cent. 
4. Rubber 24 
5. Rice » © a? ’ 33 
Ce ee acti r 0 
7. Tapioca, tapjoca-flour and sa ad val 
> £o ad Ua, . > ent. 
8. Fowls, ducks, geese, if more than 6 a ee 
in charge of une person (chickens 
and ducklings are not included in 
the above and are free) .. each 0 0) 
%. Hides—buffalo,ox .. .. per pel 2 0 
10. Horns do. - 2 0 
ll. Bricks (large) -. per 10,000! 4 0 
12. —,, (small) - a ” 3 «(0 
13. Salt Water Fish—Fresh or Dried ‘ 
4 Prawns .. 
5. Prawn-shells | ad val. 20 per ce 
16. Blachan | ssa 7a Se 
17. Crabs 
1s. Fins ‘3 | 
19. Isinglass ‘an 2 
20. Fish spawn - " 
21. Fresh water fish... 
22. Sea shells... va | 10 
23. Beche-de-mer me wii. 
24. Bones ; | 
25. Elephants + * 20 





Nore.—The picul = 1331b. ; the koyan =§ piculs, | 


The Resolution further states that in calculating the 
value of an article subject to ad valorem duty, the Penang 
market price of such article at the time being shall be taken 

lt is also provided that the articles in the above Export 


_ List numbered 7 to 24 inclusive may be exported to Perlis 


by land only free of export duty, except Nos. 9 and 10. 





NEW ZEALAND. 


REGULATIONS IMPOSING RESTRICTIONS ON 
THE EXPORT OF TIMBER. 

The “New Zealand Gazette (Extraordinary): of 6th 
August publishes copy of an Order in Council of that date 
containing Regulations as to the exportation of timber from 
New Zealand. They provide that the Minister-in-Charge 
may irom time to time determine, with respect to any saw- 
mill, the minimum quantity of sawn timber of any kind 
or grade produced in that sawmill that may be required 
for use in New Zealand in any period. The quantity so 
determined by the Minister for any period in respect of 
any sawmill may from time to time be increased or reduced 
by him. Aiter a notice te the proprietor or manager of a 
sawmill has been given, notifying such quantity required, 
it shall not be lawful for any person (whether a sawmiller 
er not) to export sawn timber of that kind or grade pro- 
duced at that sawmill (whether before or after the delivery 
of that notice) except under a permit issued by a Collector 
of Customs, or unless at the date of shipment the minimum 
quantity of such timber as fixed for the period, includine 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES— 


continued. 





the date of shipment and for all preceding periods, has been 
disposed of by the sawmiller or some other person for use 
in New Zealand at a price not exceeding such maximum 
price (if any) as may for the time being be fixed under 
the provisions of the Regulation of Trade and Commerce 
Act, 1914, or is reserved for use in New Zealand and is 
available for sale at such price, or unless security has been 
given to the satisfaction of the Minister that such minimum 
quantity will be so reserved. 

The Minister-in-Charge may from time to time by notice 
in the ‘‘Gazette,’’ exempt any kind or grade of timLer from 
the operation ot these Regulations, and may in like manner 
revoke any such notice. 

The words ‘‘Minister-in-Charge”’ or ‘‘Minister’’ employed 
in these Regulations are stated to mean a member of the 
Executive Council for the time being charged hy the 








Governor-General with the administration of these 
Regulations. 

FOREIGN. 

FRANCE. - 





EXPORT PROHIBITIONS. 
LiquoRICcE JuIcE AND Hops. 

The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, of copy of a French Presidential Decree, dated the 
12th September, and published in the ‘Journal Oitciel’’ for 
the 4th October, by which the export and re-export from 
France of liquorice juice, hops, and lupuline is prohibited 
except under licence. 

In virtue of a Decree of the Minister of Finance, dated 
the 4th October and published on the 5th October, liquorice 
juice, sweetened or not, may be exported and re-exported 
from France, without special authorisation, when consigned 
to the United Kingdom, Belgium (uninvaded territory), 
Italy, or any extra-Kuropean country. 


FRANCE. (French Guiana). 


ESTABLISHMENT OF A STATISTICAL TAX. 

The French ‘‘Journal Officiel’’ for the 29th September 
contains a Presidential Decree, dated the 24th September, 
authorising the establishment of a statistical tax (drozt de 
statistique) in French Guiana, This tax is to be paid on 
all goods imported from foreign countries or French posses- 
sions or exported to any country. It is to be levied once 
only in the case of goods re-exported or transhipped im- 
mediately at the port of arrival. Goods withdrawn from 
warehouse shall only pay the tax if sent abroad. It will 
be leviable on each part of a package containing different 
goods which have evidently been placed under one cover in 
order to evade the tax per package. 

The statistical tax is independent of all other duties, and 
the regulations which govern the amount and the method of 
collection of the same tax in France are to be applied in 
French Guiana (see notice at p. 440 of the ‘‘Board of Trade 
Journal’’ for the 3rd October). 


SPAIN. 


LICENCE TAX ON COTTON MANUFACTURES. 
With reference to the notice at pages 745-746 of the 
‘Board of Trade Journal’’ for the 13th June respecting the 
licence tax on imports of cotton and cotton manufactures into 
Spain, a Spanish Royal Order, dated the 7th September, 
provides that, for the application of the tax in question to 
the undermentioned classes of stuffs containing cotton, there 
sha}l be taken as basis the quantity of cotton contained 
therein, which quantity is to be reckoned as follows :-- 

15 per cent. of the weight in the case of leather cloth 
consisting of a cotton tissue covered on one side 
with a paste, the principal component material of 
which is linseed oil; 

40 per cent. of the weight in the case of belting, the 
warp of which consists of camel hair and cotton, 
and the weft of cotton only: 

50 per cent. of the weight in the case of stuffs comprised 
under the term astrachans; and 

10 per cent. of the weight in the case of bookbinders’ 


cloth. 
SWEDEN. 




















EXPORT PROHIBITIONS. 

With reference to the nctice at pp. 131-132 of the ‘‘Board 
of Trade Journal’’ for the 25th July, the Board of Trade 
are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of telegraphic 
information from H.M. Minister at Stockholm to the effect 
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/ 
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that the exportation of the undermentioned articles from 
Sweden has been prohibited as from the 4th October : — 
No. in Swedish 


‘* Statistical Articles. 
Index of Goods.”’ 

1 C.D.E. Flint, infusorial earth (“kieselguhr’’) and 
bauxite, even if purified, fluorspar and 
cryolite, natural or artificial, even if 
ground. 

lL B.C.D. Clay of all kinds, even if washed, ground or 
calcined; chamotte, dinas, and other 
mortar. 

ex 21 F. Sandstone and other unspecified soft stones, 
pulverised. 

231 D. Waste from woodworking. 
233. Vegetable ivory nuts, nut shells, and other 
similar raw vegetable materials, not 


specially mentioned (in the Swedish 
Tariff). 

Materials for boxmaking not specially men- 
tioned (in the Swedish Tariff), sawn. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


IMPORT RESTRICTIONS. 

The Board of Trade have received from the United States 
Consul-General in London information as to certain recent 
rulings of the United States War Trade Board respecting 
import restrictions, as follows: 

CoRUNDUM. 

The War Trade Board is prepared to grant import licences 
covering up to 450 tons of finished grains of corundum to 
be imported from the United: Kingdom during the re- 
mainder of the year 1918. 

VARNISH GUMS. 

All outstanding licences for the importation into the 
United States of varnish gums were revoked by the War 
Trade Board on the 2nd October, the revocation applying to 
kauri, copal, damar, Zanzibar, manila, Congo pontianak, 
Bengurlla sandarao, and East India or Borneo gum, as to 
ocean shipment after the 10th October. No new licences for 
such commodities will be issued except to cover the follow- 


236 A. 








ing :— 
(1) Shipments made from abroad on or before the 10th 
October. 
(2) Shipments for the use of the United States Govern- 
ment. 


(3) Shipments from Mexico and Canada by other than 
ocean transportation. 

(4) Shipments from Europe or Mediterranean Africa when 
coming as return cargo from convenient ports where 
loading can be done without delay. 

(5) Shipments of copal or manila gum produced in the 
Philippine Islands. 

(6) Shipments of kauri gum not to exceed a total of three 
million pounds prior to lst January, 1919. 
DYEWOODS, ETC. 

On the 2nd October the War Trade Board revoked all 
outstanding licences for the importation of dyewoods and 
vegetable dye extracts, as to ocean shipments after the 
10th October. During the remainder of the year 1918 special 
import licences will be granted for the following dyewoods 
and extracts in the amounts stated :— . 

(1) Shipments from Canada and Mexico by other than 

ocean transportation. 

(2) Shipments from Europe or Mediterranean Africa when 
coming as return cargo from convenient ports where 
loading can be done without delay. 

(3) Shipments of the following commodities: Extracts and 
compounds of annatto, roucou, rocoa, orleans, cud- 
bear, orchil, litmus, madder, safflower, saffron, 
sumac, cochineal, indigo natural or synthetic. 

(4) Shipments during the remainder of the year 1918 
for the following commodities in the amounts 


stated : — Tons. 
IEE.” s/.ssonasndroanaladusdoeddaoetsstantianhad’ 22,500 
TTT TCE TT a 
IS He rete wre NS ee ree a 400 
(d) Cutch (used exclusively for dyeing and 

not to include mangrove bark extract) 1,250 


GS IRL: sicnsisscsitinechstintasminsaticicaecinnaiaben 7 
(f) Mangrove bark extract, from West 
Indian and South American countries 
only, not to exceed 
(g) All other dyewoods in a crude state ... 500 
(h) Extracts and decoctions for dyeing or 
tanning, not otherwise provided for, 
from Central and South America .... . 450 


— — 
“<p 
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Government Notices 
affecting Trade. 


EXPORT AND IMPORT SECTION. 


AMENDMENTS AND ADDITIONS TO LIST OF 
PROHIBITED EXPORTS. 


An Order of Council, dated 15th October, orders that the 
Proviamation, dated 10th May, 1917, as amended and added 
to by subsequent Orders of Council, prohibiting the exporta- 
tion from the United Kingdom of certain articles to certain 
or all destinations, should be further amended by the 
addition to the Schedule of the same of the following 
prohibitions : — 

1. That the following headings should be deleted : — 

(C) Agar-agar ; 

(B) Antimony and alloys of antimony ; 

(A) Bronze powder ; 

(C) Bicycles and their component parts, not otherwise 
prohibited ; 

(A) Castings, malleable, hematite iron, the following : 

Cycle fittings ; 
Chemicals, drugs, dyes, etc. 

(B) Citrates ; 

(A) Ergot of rye; 

(C) Lithium compounds ; 

(C) Lycopodium ; 

(Bb) Mercury, compounds and preparations of 
(except nitrate of mercury), and mixtures 
containing such compounds of mercury ; 

(A) Mercury nitrate ; 

(A) Chronometers ; 

(B) Deer skins; 

(A) Fish hooks ; 

(C) Fishing gear, including tackle (other than fish 
hooks) tor fishing by rod and line; 

(A) Handles for adzes, axes, forks (agricultural, stone, 
roadmaking and coke), hammers (hand), hoes, 
hooks (brushing and reaping), road-scrapers and 
scythes ; 

Leather goods of the following descriptions :— 

(B) Belting, leather manufactures suitable fcr 
textile machinery (except pickers and drop 
box pickers), and leathers cut_or shaped for 
hydraulic or pump purposes ; 

(A) Fickers and drop box pickers ; 

(A) Mercury ; 

(C) Oils, essential (except sandalwood and turpentine 
oils) : 

(B) Pigskins ; 

(C) Pitch, and all mixtures, preparations, and com- 
modities of which pitch forms an ingredient not 
otherwise specifically prohibited ; 

(C) Salt, rock and white (except table salt) ; 

(A) Siennas ; 

(A) Umber ; 

(B) Uniform clothing (except second-hand naval and 
military uniform. clothing) , 

(A) Uniform clothing, second-hand naval and military ; 

2. That the following headings should be added:-—- 

(A) Agar-agar ; 

* (A) Antimony and alloys of antimony ; 

(A) Bicycles and their component parts except tyres; 

(A) Burettes and their component parts. 

Chemicals, drugs, dyes, etc., the following : — 

(A) Cassia pods and pulp; 

(A) Chiretta ; 

(A) Citrate of iron and ammonium ; 

(B) Citrates not otherwise prohibited ; 

(A) Culvers root ; 

(A) Ergot of rye and the liquid extract of ergot ; 

(A) Iron, reduced; 

(A) Jaborandi leaves ; 

(C) Lithium compounds, not otherwise specifi- 
cally prohibited ; 

(A) Lobelia ; 

(A) Lycopodium ; 

(A) Mercury, compounds of mercury, and 
mixtures and _ preparations containing 
mercury or its compounds ; 

(A) Tannic acid ; 

(A) Valerian rhizome ; 

(A) Witch hazel bark and leaves ; 

(A) Chronometers and their component parts ; 

(B) Coal-tar pitch ; 

(A) Deer Skins; 

(A) Dental instruments, appliances and materials 
(including dental chairs, artificial teeth and dental 
fillings manufactured mainly from gold) ; 








, the following : — 


——_—$_—_, 
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(A) Fishing gear, including fish hooks, but not in- 
cluding other tackle for fishing by rod and line; 

(C) Fishing tackle for fishing by rod and line not 
otherwise specifically prohibited ; 

(A) Gold leaf ; 

(A) Handles for adzes, awls, axes, chisels, files, forks 


(agricultural, stone, road-making ‘and ‘coke), 
gimlets, gouges, hammers (hand), hoes, hooks 
(brushing and reaping), rakes, roadscrapers, 


screwdrivers (or turnscrews), and ‘scythes ; 
(A) Hydrometers made of glass; 
Leather goods of the following descriptions : — 
(A) Belting, leather manufactures suitable for 
textile machinery and leathers cut or shaped 
for hydraulic or pump purposes ; 

(A) Nitrometers and their component parts ; 

(A) Ochres and mixtures containing ochres ; 

(A) Oil of cedar-wood ; 

(A) Oil of peppermint ; 

(A) Oil of sassafras ; 

(C) Qils, essential ‘(except cedar-wood, peppermint, 
sandalw ood, sassafras and turpentine oils) ; 

(A) Pigskins ; 

(C) Pitch (other than coal-tar pitch) and all mixtures, 
preparations and commodities of which pitch 
(other than coal-tar pitch) forms an ingredient not 
otherwise specifically prohibited) ; 

(A) Salt; 

Seeds, the follqwing : — 
(A) Vetch or tare; 

(A) Siennas and mixtures containing siennas ; 

(A) Umbers and mixtures containing umbers ; 

(A) Uniform clothing. 





EXPORTS OF WOOL : FORTHCOMING 
CONFERENCE. 
The Director of the War Trade Department desires to 
give notice that the next Conference to consider questions 
affcting the export of wool will be held at the War Trade 


Department, 4, Central Buildings, Westminster, London, 
S.W. 1, on Tuesday, 5th November, at 10.30 a.m., and that 


admission will be exclusively by ticket. 

Applications for tickets to attend the Conference should 
be made bv letter. marked “Wool Conference.’’ addressed 
to the Secretary (Wool Sub-Committee), War Trade Depart- 
ment, as above, and should be in his possession not later than 
Monday, 28th October. Applications can only be considered 
if made by an official of a Chamber of Commerce, or similar 
organisation interested, who should state-the name of the 
representative authorised to attend on behalf of the organi- 
sation. 

The Secretary should be notified at an early date of any 
matters which it is desired to bring up for discussion, in 
order that, if approved, they may be added to the agenda, 





ACID CALCIUM PHOSPHATE AND OTHER 
CHEMICALS FOR AERATING PURPOSES. 
Norice to TRADERS. 


The Department of Import Restrictions announces that 
under the existing regulations of the United States War 
Trade Board no commodity purchased on private account 
can be exported from the United States to the United 
Kingdom without an export licence granted by the United 
States War Trade Board, which licence will not be granted 
unless the United States exporter presents to the War 
Trade Board a ‘‘permit to purchase’’ granted to the British 
importer by the Department of Import Restrictions of the 
Board of Trade in London. 

All persons wishing to import directly on their own 
account acid calcium phosphate and other chemicals for 
aerating purposes from the United States are hereby re- 
quested to submit their applications for ‘‘permits to 


purchase” to the Controller, Department of Import Restric- 
tions, Board of Trade, 22, Carlisle Place, London, S.W. 1, 


before lst November, 1918. 

Every application mnust state the quantity of these com- 
modities, together with the net weight and f.o.b. value, 
which the applicant desires to import directly on his own 
account zn each month of the year ending 31st October, 
1919. 

Every application must be accompanied by a Dineaneny 
Declaration duly sworn before a Commissioner for Oaths 
or Justice of the Peace (and bearing a duty stamp to the 
value of 2s. 6d.) setting forth the total quantity, by weight, 
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of these commodities which the applicant has imported from 
the United States directly on his account :— 

(a) During 1917; and 

(b) Since lst January, 1918, 
together with particulars of any permits to purchase which 
may already have been granted by the Department of 
Import Restrictions. The total quantity of these commodi- 
ties for which permits to purchase can be granted is 
strictly limited, and will be distributed between applicants 
who have been direct importers on the basis of their impor- 
tations during 1917 and 1918. 





PROHIBITED EXPORTS. 
EFFECT OF RECENT ORDER-OF-COUNCIL. 


The Director of the War Trade Department announces 
that exports of goods from the United Kingdom to foreign 
destinations in Europe and the Mediterranean are per- 
mitted where licences are obtained in the usual course from 
the War Trade Department. This announcement is made 
to remove a misconception which has arisen in Denmark 
and Holland (including the Dutch Colonies) as to the effect 
of the recent Order-of-Council, dated Ist October, 1918, the 
text of which was published on pp. 442-3 of the ‘‘Journal’’ 
of 3rd October. 


TEXTILE SECTION. 








COTTON CONTROL BOARD. 


In order to readjust the yarn shortage and the present 
position whereby operatives on the manufacturing side of 
the cotton trade are undergoing broken employment, the 
Cotton Control Board have decided on the following 
measure : — 

1. All looms must be entirely stopped throughout the 
week commencing Monday, 21st October. 

2. All operatives in any section stopped during week 
commencing 21st October as the result of this total stoppage 
of looms will be entitled to receive a full week’s Control 
Board pay, or the proper proportion thereof, except that 
members of the office staff, engineers, firemen, and all stand- 
ing wage men who are usually paid work or play must not 
receive Control Board pay. 

No operative is entitled to receive more than one week’s 
unemployment pay under these provisions. After 26th 
October only those operatives continuously ‘‘played off’’ as 
hitherto will be entitled to receive Control Board pay. 

3. As from 28th October. 1918, the scale of levies for 
looms will be doubled throughout until further notice. 


THe WEEK’s STOPPAGE OF JTOOMS. 


The attention of the Board has been called to the fact 
that in many districts it will be impossible for the Trade 
Unions to undertake the work of making Control Board 
payments to the whole of the Operatives who will be stopped 
during week commencing 21st October. The Board have 
therefore decided that in all districts payments should be 
made by the employers to all their operatives stopped 
during the above week, except those ‘‘ continuously played 
off.’ who will receive payment through the Unions in the 
ordinary way. 

Payments must in all cases be made in accordance with 

the ‘‘ Scale of Payments ’’ dated 30th September, 1918. 
Claims should be sent in to the Board for repayment of 
the money so spent, accompanied by lists, showing full 
details of the payments made, on forms which will be duly 
circulated to each firm. 
_ Tit is possible that the large number of claims, and the 
work of their examination, may entail some delay in the 
repayment of the money expended. i 
Board are agreeable, in any districts, where the Local 
Joint Committees so determine, that the claims and forms 
should be forwarded in the first instance, to the Local 
Joint Committee, who can then inform the Board of the 
total sum of money required, and, on receipt of cheque. 
distribute the sum among the individual firms. In such 
eases the individual forms must subsequently be forwarded 
by the Committees to the Board for examination. Where 
this procedure is decided upon, it must be followed by all 
firms in the district. 

No Control Board payment must be made to members 
of Office Staffs, engineers, firemen, or standing wage men 
of any kind, who would ordinarily receive their wages if 
stopped for a full week for breakdowns or any other cause. 

Workneople in spinning and cardroom departments em- 
ploye@ by combined spinners and manufacturers who are 
unable to run their spindles because of the stoppage of 


To obviate this. the. 
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their looms, should be paid in the same way as other sec- 
tions; and if stopped for part of the week only, should be 
paid in proportion to the time stopped. 

All employers should make these payments during the 
actual course of the week commencing 21st October. 

In addition to the unemployment payments, the insur- 
ance contributions (both employers and employed) will be 
paid by the Board to those operatives (and only those) 
‘‘ played off ’’ for the full week. Employers should there- 
fore stamp the insurance cards, and include the value of 
the stamps, in their claims for repayment by the Board, 
and not register them (except in the case of those con- 
tinuously unemployed), for subsequent repayment in 
accordance with the Board’s regulations regarding Insur- 
ance Payments. 





CENSUS OF YARNS. 


The Cotton Control Board wish it to be understood that 
in the Census enquiry, manufacturers should only enter 
as their stock of yarn, yarn which is actually in‘stock, and 
should not include yarn which is in process of manufacture. 





GENERAL SECTION. 





CLINICAL THERMOMETER ORDER, 1918. 

The Minister of Munitions has made an Order, dated 
llth October, as follows :— 

1. On and after 21st October, 1918, no person shall sell, 
offer for sale, supply or deliver, any clinical thermometer 
whick has not been tested, approved and marked, in accord- 
ance with the undermentioned rules, or any other rules 
made from time to time by the Controller of Glassware 
Supply on behalf of the Minister of Munitions and for the 
time being in operation. 

2. This Order may be cited as the Clinical Thermometer 
Order, 1918. 

3. All applications with reference to the above Order 
should be made to the Controller of Glassware Supply, 
Ministry of Munitions of War, 22/23, Hertford Street, 
London, W. lL. 

RULES. 
Mapr BY THE CONTROLLER OF GLASSWARE SUPPLY ON BEHALF 
OF THE MINISTER OF MUNITIONS IN CONSULTATION WITH THE 
Loca GOVERNMENT BoaRp AND THE DEPARTMENT OF 
ScIENTIFIC AND INDusTRIAI RESEARCH. 


(1) Before any clinical thermometer is sold, offered for 
sale. supplied or delivered, the same shall be forwarded 
carriage paid to the Director of the National Physical 
Laboratory, Teddington, for testing and approval. 

(2) For a period of one month after the date of the 
Order, no thermometer showing at any point in its 
registration of temperature an error of more than -4° F. 
wil! be approved. On the expiry of this weriod, no 
thermometer shall show an error exceeding :2° F. over the 
rance up to 106° F. Above this temperature the error 
shall not exceed -3° F. For thermometers graduated 
in degrees other than Fahrenheit, corresponding 
tolerances will be allowed. A thermometer will 
not be approved if it is not self-registering with a 
constriction, which must be such as to retain the index 
column and also allow of the mercury being reset. 

(3). Approved thermometers will be marked with the 
Nationa] Physical Laboratory trade mark and the vear 
of test thus: —ME 18. The charge for testing the 
thermometers will be 3d. (three pence) per instrument, 
payable in advance to the Director of the: Laboratory, 
this charge to cover return carriage upon the instruments 
to any place in the United Kingdem and also insurance 
against loss or damage in transit both ways and during 
test at the Laboratory. All thermometers submitted for 
testing to the Director must be clearly engraved with-a 
distinctive number. Thermometers not already so en- 
gyraved will be engraved at the Laboratory at a charge of 
id. (one penny) per instrument, payable in advance to 
the Director. 


Note.—The National Physical Laboratory is prepared to 
issue a certificate setting cut details of the results of the 
prescribed tests in tegard to any thermometer which is 
approved in accordance with the above rules, on payment 
of an additional fee, particulars of which may be obtained 
from the Diregtor of the Laboratory. 
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GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE—continued. 





Cheques, etc., should be made payable to the Secretary, 
Department of Scientific and Industrial Research, and 
should be forwarded to the Laboratory. Cheques, eic., 
should be crossed “Bank of England, A/c His Majesty’s 


Payinaster-General.”’ 





BOILERS (CONTROL) ORDER, 1918. 


The Minister of Munitions has also made an Order, under 
date 10th October, as follows :— 

1. No person shall as from the date hereof until further 
notice, except under and in accordance with the terms of 
a permit issued under the authority of the Ministry of 
Munitions, purchase, sell, or otherwise deal in any Second- 
hand Steam Pressure Boiler of any type not being a Boiler 
for use in any locomotive, motor car or vehicle, or on a 
ship or other vessel. 

2. This Order may be cited as the Boilers (Control) 
Order, 1918. 

NOTICE. 

All applications fur Permits may be obtained upon appli- 
cation to the Controller, Department of Engineering, 
Charing Cross Embankment Buildings, London, W.C. 2. 

A permit to deal generally as a Second-hand Boiler 
Merchant may be granted to approved persons, and all 
applications for such a permit should be made to the 
Controller, Department of Engineering, Charing Cross 
Embankment Buildings, London, W.C. 2. 

Nething in the above Order shall be deemed to authorise 
any dealing in any Boiler for which a Permit is required 


under the Railway Material (Second-hand) Order, 1916. 





IRON AND STEEL PRICES. 


The Ministry of Munitions announces that the Director 
of Iron and Steel Contracts is modifying, as from lst 
October, the Schedule of prices appended to the Order of 
30th November, 1917, and a fresh Order to this effect will 
be gazetted shortly. The alterations are as follows : — 


Mazimum Prices and Provisions above referred to. 


per ton. 

£ s.d. 
1. Steel—slabs, plates, strips and pieces cut from 

plates, suitable for re-rolling_.................. 10 7 6 
Steel Plates, Sheets and Black Plate, all 
Open Annealed Produced in Sheet Mills. 

10 tons and upwards of one size and thickness. 
i oul hawulidlswedunbedese 16 10 0 
3. ;; inch and under to 16 gauge inclusive ...... 1615 0O 
4. Under 16 gauge to 20 gauge ........................ ly 5 0 
5. Under 20 gauge to 24 gauge ............. ee fe 
6. Under 24 gauge to 26 gauge ........................ 18 10 0 

per ton 
extra. 
Under 10 tons down to and including 2 tons of 
one size and one thickness ......................:: 10 0O 
Under 2 tons down to and including 1 ton of 
one size and one thickness ........................ 15 0 
Under 1 ton down to and including 5 cwt. of 
one size and one thickness ..................... wie 20 0 
I PI, END oninccineccccintecscicenoscoeee 30 0 
The maximum prices for defective steel 
plates, sheets and black plate above men- 
tioned will be £1 per ton less than the above. 
Extras for sizes, etc., as follows :— 
per ton. 
7. Over 4 ft. wide up to and including 5 ft. ... 10 0 
8. Over 5 ft. wide up to and including 6 ft. ... 20 0 
9. Re-shearing to exact sizes ....................00.. 10 0 
EEE RE ne Ce oe a ae 15 0 
REE TEREE TESS TIES RAS Ala ee en ERR 20 0 
12. Hydraulically flattening ........................... 20 0 
13. Mangling ....... Abe nedNintslndise he ciegand dee 10 0 
SE EL. | Sab bhienbbabbebahssecbwessineddilibbiacék'ebocess 110 0 
15. Special Welsh Finish or equal, 16 gauge and 
NN ieee eine lipuebilecsckeciebeadin. 110 0 
16. Under 250 square inches area ..................... 110 O 

Painting one coat both sides ordinary paint— 

Bie MDT oo ciccnccccccsveccuscsecosovcecce 20 0 
18. 21/24 gauge inclusive ........ ........ ...sessceeceee. 210 0 
a Ee 310 O 
20. Circled, carved, tapered and thin plates to 

EE Jesvacniecsstcbbcten tha to be subject to arrangement 
UN bc catia ee eed ae no extra. 
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GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE—continued, 





Extras for Lengths. 


13 gauge 17 gauge 21 gauge 

12 gauge to to to 
Not and 16 gauge 20 gauge 24 gauge 
Exceeding. exceeding. thicker. inclusive. inclusive. inclusive, 
22. 9 ft. 10 ft. nil nil 5/- 10/- 
23. 10ft. 12 ft. nil 5/- 10/- 20). 
24, 12 ft. 14 ft. nil 10/- 15/- 35). 
25. 14 ft. 16 ft. 2/6 20 | - 25 | - 45). 
26. 16 ft. 18 ft. 5/- 30/- 35 /- 60/. 
27. 18 ft. 20 ft. 7/6 40 | - 45 /- 80/. 
28. Corrugated sheets No extra. 


These prices and extras are applicable to all orders 
for home trade and export. 

The above mentioned maximum prices and extras do 
not apply to separate and independent orders involving 
the sale of less than two tons. 

All the foregoing prices are nett f.o.t. producers’ 
works. 

All communications with reference to the above Order 
should be addressed to:—The Director of Iron and Steel 
Contracts (Room 104), Ministry of Munitions of War, 8, 
Northumberland Avenue, London, S.W. 1. 





NATIONAL INSURANCE ACTS: UNEMPLOY 
MENT INSURANCE. 





DECISIONS BY THE UMPIRE. 

Pursuant to paragraph (5) of the Unemployment Insur. 
ance (Umpire) Regulations, the Minister of Labour hereby 
gives notice of the following decisions by the Umpire on 
questions whether contributions are payable :— 

A. The Umpire has decided that contributions are payable 
in respect of :— 

2431. Workmen who are engaged wholly or mainly in 
gilding metal photograph frames or other articles of metal. 

This decision modifies decision B1653 (‘‘ Board of Trade 
Journal’’ of the 3lst August 1916). 

B. The Umpire has decided that contributions are not 
payable in respect of :— 

2432. Workmen who are engaged wholly or mainly in the 
manufacture or repair of articles supplied to the order of 
the Navy and Army Canteen Board (other than those en- 
gaged in any of the trades set out in Schedule VI. of the 
National Insurance Act, 1911, or in Schedule I. of the 
National Insurance (Part II.) (Munition Workers) Act, 
1916, or in munitions work), 

NotEe.—Decisions in which the Umpire has decided that 
contributions are payable under the National Insurance 
(Part II.) (Munition Workers) Act, 1916, are indicated by 
the letter X at the end of the number, e.g., 1554X. Con- 
tributions under these decisions are payable as from the 
4th September, 1916. 

Where no reference is given to an Application, the ques- 
tion has been decided by the Umpire without notice, as a 
matter not admitting of reasonable doubt, in accordance 
with paragraph (2) of the Unemployment Insurance 
(Umpire) Regvlations. 

Decisions relating to individual workmen which raise no 
question of general interest, or which merely apply a 
principle laid down in a previous decision, are not published. 








NOTICE. 





The price of the “Board of Trade Journal’’ is 6d. (64d. 
post free). Annual subscription (post free) 27s. 6d. in the 
United Kingdom. Overseas subscription 31s. 6d. per annum, 
vost free. 

The Editorial Offices are at 73, Basinghall Street, London, 
E.C. 2. All editorial communications should be addressed 
to ‘‘The Editor.”’ 

The Publishers (to whom should be addressed all communi- 
cations concerning subscriptions and sales) are H.M. 
Stationery Office, Imperial House, Kingsway, London, 


W.C. 2, or branches (see Cover). 
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Returns. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


FOREIGN TRADE 


IN SEPTEMBER, 


1918. 


The following table shows the value of the external trade of the United Kingdom in September, 1918, compared 


with particulars for a year earlier :— 


Month of September 












































* The values of the Imports represent the cost, 
latest sale value of such goods. 














insurance, and freight: 


Exports (Value F. 0. .B. t). 
one Imports (Value C.I.F.*). PRODUCE YAND | 
Manuracturss ov THR 4 FOREIGN ND COLONIAL 
UnirED Kinepom. | MEKCHANDISE. 
1917, 1918. 1917. 1918, 1917. 1918, 
|—Food, Drink, and Tobacco— es £ £ oe 7% £ 
A. Grain and Flour . as 13,808,437 11,244,698 18,057 | 25,071 18,165 | 9 997 
B. Meat, including Animals for Food . 6,707,275 12,344,131 11,226 | 7,024 18,922 | 40,037 
C. Other Food and Drink : er, eee tat ‘ 
1) Non-dutiable.. 5,680,566 ,971,18 ‘ ) { 198,858 | 16,051 
13} Dutiable 6,530,960 8.528.059 ff 591,294 648,977 126,652 | 62/879 
D. Tobacco ; 210,399 2,535,940 260,110 281,255 6,994 | 3.043 
Total, Class 1. 32,937,637 | 43,624,065 1,180,687 962,32 369,591 | 232,007 
| : -—* wien 2 
IL_—Raw Materials and Articles Mainly Un- | 
manufactured— | , 
A. Coal, Coke, and Manufactured Fue! — — 4,586,597 | 4,933,848 — _ ane 
B. Iron Ore, Scrap Iron and Steel 1,001,077 1,128,588 3,687 | 9,359 © — | _— 
C. Other Metallic Ores .. 1,004,574 1,176,871 309 80 - 41 519 | 11,439 
D. Wood and Timber 3,266,911 2,150,575 29,872 | 73,137 9,888 6,793 
E. Cotton.. ), 8,847,433 | 4,441,308 — — | 162,453 anil 
F. Wool .. 2,340,820 1,635,406 199,157 90,894 | 172,784 74,866 
G. Other Textile Materials . ) 2,115,134 4,119 516 57,725 | 12,763 | 178,125 118,894 
H. Oil Seeds, Nuts, Oils, F Fats, and Gums 5,928 881 10,429,173 638,160 119,039 | 215,386 54,713 
I. Hides and Undressed Skins ae 1,172,557 | =1,223,605 48 377 35,642 | 124 243 57,819 
J. Paper-making Materials 1,159,449 1 205,629 34, 218 22 606 | a. aoe 
K. Miscellaneous 2.428.471 | 2,427,767 121,593 | 87,640 745,571 317,233 
Total, Class 1]. .. - ‘3 - .. | 29,265,307 | 29,938,438 5,719,695 | 5,435,008 = 1,649,969 641,757 
III. ig ee Wholly or Mainly <7 Hr peiea | 
A. Iron and Steel and Manufactures thereof . i. 1,079 6387 | 601 466 3,177,906 | 2,637,338 60,160 73,327 
B. Other Metals and Manufactures thereof 5,379,188 | 2,950,471 "751,838 636,455 | 256,071 25,558 
C. Cutlery, Hardware, Implements (except ! | 
Machine Tools), and Instruments 412 365 465,068 392,188 | 373,690 | 53,365 | 40,127 
D. Electrical Goods and Apparatus (other than 
Machinery and Uninsulated Wire) 94,543 33,348 186,999 199,080 26,469 | 6,062 
E. Machinery tae a 305,792 900,318 | 1,474,666 1,183,895 _ 12,617 | 6,938 
F. Ships (new) . é — — 4316 | 138,120 | _ | _ 
G. Manufactures of Wood and Timber ( ‘including | | 
Furniture) ba a 151,642 215,936 51,777 | 39,162 3,152 | 20,296 
H. Yarns and Textile Fabrics : 
(1) Cotton 318 467 510,060 | 12,878,371 14,310,213 61,180 85,08 
(2) Wool 3,077 12,599 4,780,756 | 3,921,265 | 36,252 29,393 
(3) Silk 863,338 | 1,683,043 134,783 | 182,139 | 126,432 195,186 
(4) Other Materials 676,339 | 321 627 1,225,688 | 920,163 | 80,510 48 01] 
I. Apparel 74,333 | 72,664 1,659,700 | 998,048 | 4.875 6,496 
J. Chemicals, Drugs, Dyes, and Colours 2,871,219 | 3,535,038 1,944,337 | 1,758,637 | 181,917 | 177 609 
K. Leather and Manufactures thereof (including | | 
Gloves, but excluding Boots and wane 322 335 | 749,079 512,013 | 114,351 | 38,771 14,132 
L. Earthenware and Glass Ks 31,173 | 35,681 348,518 | 361,044 — 10,409 1,539 
M. Paper .. 266,721 425, 396 231,593 237,757 | 3,390 3,417 
N. Railway Carriage s and Trucks (not of Iron) ; | | 
Motor Cars, Cycles, Carts, &c. 907 ,647 1,269,621 485,544 | 450 356 29,519 4,965 
Q. Miscellaneous. . , bel 9 278 449 9 682,621 4,856,562 | 4,027,759 | 142,767 117,330 
Total, Class ITI. 23,536,365 23,514,036 | 35,107,555 | 32,480,522 | 1,132,856 855,394 
IV.—Miscellaneous and cumrenaren Gasneens | | 
Parcel Post) a ; 533,124 898,758 ] 236,257 1,274,286 | 0,994 70 
Tora 86,272,433 97,975,297] 43,244,194 | 40,152,143 | 3,158,410 1,729,228 








or, when goods are consigned for sale, 


+ The values of the Exports represent the cost and the charges of delivering the goods on board the ship, and 


known as the ‘‘free on board’’ values. 
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FOREIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM DURING JANUARY—SEPTEMBER, 1918. 


The following table shows the value of the external trade of the United Kingdom during the nine months 
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Commercial Returns. 


ended September, 1918, compared with particulars for a year earlier :— 


I.—Food, Drink, and Tobacco— 
. Grain and Flour . - 
. Meat, including Animals for F ‘ood .. 
Other Food and Drink : 


Ot 


D. 


Il.—Raw Materials and Articles 


(1) Non-dutiable. . 
{2) Dutiable 


Tobacco 


Total, Class I. 


manufactured— 


Mainly 


A. Coal, Coke, and Manufactured Fuel 
B. Tron Ore, Scrap Iron and Steel 

©. Other Metallic Ores .. ‘3 
D. Wood and Timber 

FE. Cotton. 

F. Wool 

G. Other Textile Mate rials. 


J. Paper-making Materials 
K. Miscellaneous : 


Ill. — Articles Wholly or Mainly Manufactured— _ 


Total, Class IT. 


. Oil Seeds, Nuts, Oils, F nie and Gums 
Hides and Undressed Skins ‘ 


A. Iron and Steel and Manufactures thereof 
B. Other Metals and Manufactures thereof 


C. Cutlery, 


Hardware, Implements (except 


Machine Tools), and Instruments 


. Electrical Goods and Apparatus (other than 


Machinery and Uninsulated Wire) 
E. Machinery ; ; 
F. Ships (new) .. és 
3. Manufactures of W ood and Timber (including 


Furniture) 


H. Yarns and Textile Fabrics : 


(1) Cotton 
) Wool 

(3) Silk 

(4) Other Materials 


1. Apparel 
J. Chemicals, Drugs, Dyes, and Colours 


K. Leather and Manufactures thereof (including 


Gloves, but excluding Boots and ew 
L. Earthenware and Glass : 


. Paper. 


N. Railway Carriages and Trucks (not ‘of Iron) ; 


Motor Cars, Oyclee, Carts, &c. 


QO. Miscellaneous. . 


Total, Class ITI. 


. i 
' 
; 


Un- | | 


IV. ~Tignetanegne~ene snatnasined Gaainting | 


Parcel Post) . 


TOTAL 


* The values of the Imports represent the cost, insurance, and freight, or, when goods are consigned for sale, 


the latest sale value of such goods. 


+ The values of the Exports represent the cost and the charges of delivering the goods on board the ship, and 


are known as the ‘‘free on board’’ values. 


Imports (Value C.I.F.*). PRODUCE AND | 
| MaNvracTores ov THE | FOREIGN anpD CoLontay 
Unirep Kinapom. MERCHANDISE. 
| . ————______—____. | <ncrceneenecceeil 
1917. 1918, 1917. 1918. | 1917, 1918. 
| | ——— 
| | 
— ae £ £ £ | £ 
| 145,151,676 | 114,625,970 769,365 | 330,266 450,526 | 289,711 
77 338,364 | 135,992,849 237,939 | 68,740 363,947 245,18] 
79,910,086 | 98,045,469 2,756,634 762,59 
58,059,578 | 72,136,800 |} 9,493,012 | 5,835,505 {| — 9'393'913 757304 
2,708,055 | 12,453,172 | 2 421,520 | | 2,686,392 212,649 40,665 
| in 363,167,759 aH 433,254,260 | 12,921,836 | 8,820,903 | 6,177,669 | 2.095.452 
SS i sear a nro Sa wT meen ae 
| 
885 | 430 | 39,485,355 | 38,960,981 | as at am 
9,206,590 | 10,456,720 98 009 | 63,396 1,135 
| 10,897,105 | 12,564,752 14,510 | 9,837 458,609 486,747 
| 16,932.513 | 21,834,012 327,198 | 679,851 166,852 71,428 
hell 68,525,213 | 102,701,259 | ian 7,667,265 18,550 
| | 42/838'886 | 30,068,554 | 2,693,725 | 1,296,602 27261'944 | 1,756,896 
| 20,747,756 | 20,228.791 166,110 69,650 | 2,530,558 1,445,150 
| 54,925,973 | 82,527,419 | 5,987,419 | 2,506.429 | 4,285,407 776 ,146 
| 12 387.75 7 | 13,443,506 | 1,119,687 | 1,087,872 | 3.255.972 | 1.538.119 
853.667 | 9,669,818 367,000 193,687 1,914 aie 
: 29" 313.367 | 20,741,852 | 1,532,422 | 1,054,584 | 16,878,136 | 5,041,530 
| 273,629,712 | 324,237,113 | 51,791,435 | 45,922,909 | 37,507,792 | 11,134,489 
ime -— | ——— —<——<—<$$———— —— 1 fn eee = = —— a 
| 7,583,894 | 6,388,579 | 35,746,251 | 27,783,746 415,098 749,963 
| 29,698,968 31,322,642 | 7,727,371 | 6,849,661 | 3,571,845 | 14967759 
3,840,881 4,338,100 | 3,729,893 | 3,230,574 | 342,131 323,298 
1,000,838 781,912 | 2,338,998 1,592,589 | 163,666 38,047 
6,228,648 8,206,220 | 15,292,644 | 12,285,086 | 298,759 143,274 
125 | 1,149 595,795 | 594,823, — | fe 
965,519 | 1,598,244 705,774 | 365,367 | 167,225 | 83,094 
2,698,510 | 3,632,143 | 108,408,895 | 136,564,873 | 678,942 545,452 
im 197,470 | 116,249 | 39,881,877 | 35,758.320 | —_ 181930 135.718 
| | 8,814,150 | 12,855,574 | 1,484,981 | 1,483,390 | 1,275,688 | 1.197'495 
| 6,509,056 | 5,199,844 | 12,642'940 | 8,629.578 | 1,358,176 540,972 
1,141,726 | 801,252 | 11,848,225 | 8,553,406 137,144 52,279 
19,401,468 | 30,018,144 17,535,753 | 16,728,572 | 2,382,884 | 2.144°795 
8,387,308 | 6,822,716 | 3,662,527 | 1,196,196 | 1,641,366 | 91,935 
556,422 —«-247,320] 3,005,524 | + 3,018,480 50,883 41,384 
3,156,026 4,068,070 | 2'346,269 | 2406,615 | 60,083 30,547 
4,277,754 9,021,012 | 4,866,645 | 5,249,144 498.690 87,495 
31,362,986 80,904,345 | 43,046,078 | 31,972,557 | 1,556,091 1,859,841 
135,821,839 | 206,323,515 | 314,866,440 | 304,262 977 | 14,774,651 | 9,562,208 
| | 
| = 
4,067,256 | 5,397,864 | 14,449,377 | 15,144,638 66,847 | 14,88] 
776,686,566 | 969,212,752 | 394,029,088 | 374,151,427 | 58,526,959 | 22,807,030 


Nine Months ended 30th September. 


Exports Value «€. 0. B. t). 


OCTOBER a, 


1918 
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COMMERCIAL RETURNS —continued. 





CORN PRICES. 


Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per 
quarter of 8 bushel Imperial Measure,* as received from 
the Inspectors of Corn Returns in the week ended 12th 
October, 1918, and corresponding weeks of the seven 

previous years, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 











| 
} 


Average Price. 





a a 
_ Wheat. | Barley. | Oats. 


— eee suena 





if... ti se & be @ 
Week ended 12th October, 1918 72 6 | 60 3 | 61 6 
Corresponding week in— | | 
oA bi 7" | BOeinaese 19 11 
1912 .. es be -.| 32 2 | 30 11 19 9 
1913 .. ae - | aR | @B S ; 3 
Mas uw ow ee ee ee tas 
eee: 2 os ete fF 
1916 .. ‘ 7 “oo Of | 53 10 31 6 
1917 .. is r Se oe ee 44 5 
| 














* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns 
of purchases of British Corn are made to the local Inspector of Corn 
Returns in any other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight 
or by weighed measure, that officer shall convert such returns into the 
Imperial Bushel, and in the case of weight or weighed measure the 
conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial pounds for every 
bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, and 
thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats, 





COTTON IMPORTS AND EXPORTS. 
September, and January—September. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and 
Exported, Forwarded from Ports to Inland Towns, 
and Returned to Ports during the month and nine 
months ended 30th September, 1918, compared with the corres- 
ponding periods of 1917. 





| 


| Month of September. Nine months 


ended September. 
| 





1918. | 







































































| 19l7. | | 1917. | 1918. 
ae ete ae | Sees | 
| IMPORTS. 
America 275,238 | 69,698 | 1,609,558 | 1,280,639 
Brazilian 4,291 — | 20,860 8,989 
East Indian 9,389 200 | 84,634 109,433 
Egyptian 8,148 13,332 || 275,465 | 407,855 
Miscellaneous 10,517 *6,517 | 94,938 198,036 
Total .., 307,583 | 89,747 || 2,085,455 | 1,904,952 
EXPORTS. 
American .. - 525| — || 37,382 | 175 
Brazilian .. ial on | pois 1 dinate | _ 
East Indian ~ = | = | 6,680 | — 
Egyptian 1 247 | — | 120,951 | 150 
Miscellaneous 25 | = } 2,628 | _ 
' | 
Total | 1,797} — || 167,641 | 325 
| FoRWARDED from Ports to INLAND Towns. 
| ROR y x 
America ..| 146,019 | 101,508 | 1,678,996 | 1,340,844 
Brazilian .| 1,280 4,115 30,909 31,545 
East Indian 4,238 4,875 42,927 50,516 
Egyptian 6,912 20,963 150,004 311,889 
Miscellaneous 8,579 7,489 | 91,490 77,340 
Total 167,028 138,950 | 1,994,326 | 1,812,134 
| ForwarpvEp from InLanp Towns to Ports. 
s : : 
American 1,159 | 48 | 2,285| 9,868 
Brazilian .. “s —- | — | — -— 
East Indian ‘4 —- | — | — -—~ 
Egyptian — | 9 | 50 2,125 
Miscellaneous 10, — | 2,084 7,531 
Total 1,269 | 57 | 4,419 | 19,524 














*Including 8 bales British West Indian and 123 bales Foreign East 
African 


t Including 3,025 bales British West Indian, 1,643 bales British West 
pe non 8,611 bales British East African, and 2,747 bales Foreign East 
rican, 





| 
| 
| 





| 
| 





COMMERCIAL RETURNS—continued. 





COTTON IMPORTS AND EXPORTS. 
Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and 
Exported at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom 
during the week and 41 weeks ended 10th October, 1918: 























| Week 41 Weeks || Week 41 Weeks 
ended ended | ended ended 
re | 10th Oct., |10th Uct., 10th Oct., [10th Oct., 
| 1918. 1918. | 1918. 1918. 
| IMPORTS. | EXPoRTS. 
| | 
| Bales. | Bales. Bales. Bales. 
America ..| 94,679 | 1,395,023 — | 8 
Brazilian .. i. — : 8,989 | — | _ 
East Indian oie | 116,147 | —- — 
Egyptian 10,402 409.566 | -—- | 150 
Miscellaneous | 433* | 101,670T), — | — 
| | 
Total —..| 105,514 | 2,051,395 || — | 325 








*Including 100 bales British West African. 
+ Including 3,025 bales British West Indian, 1,748 bales British West 
African, 8,611 British East African, and 2,747 bales Foreign East African. 





BANKRUPTCY RETURNS.—ENGLAND AND 
WALES. 
“Number of Receiving Orders and Administration Orders (Deceased 
Debtors’ Estates) gazetted in-the undermentioned Principal Trades 
and Occupations during the periods indicated :— 











Nine 
September | Months ended 
—— September. 
| 1917.) 1918. |L917. | 1918. 
| No. | No. | No. | No. 
Total gazetted a's ..| 76 | 38 | 887 498 
Number gazetted in principal trades | 
and occupations :— | 
Bakers... ie - “4 6 l 56 10 
Boot and Shoe Manufacturers | | 
and Dealers... ap a ia 2 13 6 
Brokers, Metal .. fe | — 1 — l 
Coal and Coke Merchants and | 
Dealers .. ‘a - io 2 12 8 
Curriers, Tanners and Leather | | 
Merchants - an fo ae ee 2 
Decorators, Painters, Plumbers, | 
Glaziers, &c. .. oa we 1 | 16 zZ 
Drapers, Haberdashers, ete. ... — 1 | 2 12 
Engineers and Founders fo a oe 14 
Fishmongers, Poulterers, and | | 
Merchants <a re oo a lk 
General Dealers .. ii oo Ff « 5 
Greengrocers, Fruiterers, etc. .. 1 2 | 23 13 
Grocers .. ae a ‘“s 6 1 | 46 21 
Iron and Hardware Manufac- 
turers and Merchants —- ee ae l 
Merchants, General 2 a 7 
Milliners, Dressmakers, etc. — 1 | 6 | 7 
Tailors “yr 2 l 21. |. 
} 








FISHERY STATISTICS FOR SEPTEMBER, 1918 

The following statement shows the quantity and value of 
fish landed on the English and Welsh, Scotch and Irish coasts 
during the month of September, 1918, as compared with 
1917 :— 





Month of September. 


za : | 























1917. 1918. 
' Quantity. Value. | Quantity. | Value 
England and Wales—  ewt. | _cwt. | £ 
Fish, excluding shell fish § 344,242 851,169 | 285,009 1,031,272 
Shell fish .. man os — 33,797 — 45 128 
Total value .. a -- 884,966 = 1,076,400 
Scotiand— 
Fish, excluding shell fish 133,305 200,249 129,586 335,319 
Shell fish .. - - -- 5,445 — ! 5,832 
Total value .. as — 205,694 — 341,151 
ireland— ! 
Fish, excluding shell fish 88,010 73,709 74,950 104,739 
Shell fish oe ** e- —— } 1,282 sy 1,524 
Total value .. a — 74,991 — | 106,263 





\ 





NoTE.—The above figures ia subject to connection in the anneal returns. 

In addition 25,456 cwt., valued at £70,803, were reported 
to have been landed at English and Welsh ports by Belgian 
fishing vessels during the month. 
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H.M. Trade Commissioners. 


At HEADQUARTERS— 

Mr. C. Hamilton Wickes, 73, Basinghall Street, London, 

E.C. 2. 
CaNnaDA— 

Montreal.—Mr. G. T. Milne, H.M. Trade Commissioner, 
367, Beaver Hall Square, Montreal (Telegraphic ad- 
dress, ‘‘Britcom’’). 

Toronto.—Mr. F. W. Field, H.M. Trade Commissioner, 
257-260, Confederation Life Buildings, Toronto (Tele- 
graphic address, ‘“Toroncom’’). 


NEWFOUNDLAND— —_ Me 
Mr. G. T. Milne, H.M. ‘Trade Commissioner, 367, 
Beaver Hall Square, Montreal (Telegraphic ad- 
dress, ‘‘Britcom’’). 

AUSTRALIA— 


Melbourne.—Mr. S. W. B. McGregor, H.M. Trade Com- 
missioner, Commerce House. F’inders Street, Melbourne 
(Telegraphic address, ‘‘Combrit’’). ; 

Sydney.—The Officer in eo * H.M. Trade Comr.’s 
Office, Royal Exchange, Sydney (Telegraphic address, 
‘‘Combritto’’). 


Imperial Trade 


Alberta.—Mr. J. F. Sweeting, Industrial Section, Natural 
Resources Department, Canadian Pacific Railway 
Offices, Calgary. 

British Columbia.—Mr. P. G. Shallcross, c/o Messrs. 
Shalicross, Macaulay and Co., Ltd., 144, Water Street, 
Vancouver. | 
Mr. J. J. Shalicross, c/o Messrs. Shallcross, Macaulay 
and Co., Ltd., P.O. Drawer 730, Victoria. 

Manitoba.—Mr. W. J. Healy, Free Press Building, 
Winnipeg. 

New Brunswick.—Mr. W. E. Anderson, 162, 
William Street, St. John. 

Nova Scotia.—Mr. E. A. Saunders, Board of Trade, 


Prince 


Halifax. 
Ontario.—H.M. Trade Commissioner—see list above, 
Toronto. 
Quebec.—H.M. Trade Commissioner—see list above, 
Montreal. 


Mr. G. B. Ramsey, 53, Dalhousie Street, Quebec. 
NEWFOUNDLAND— 


H.M. Trade Commissioner—see list above, Montreal. 
Mr. H. W. Le Messurier, C.M.G., Deputy Minister and 
Assistant Collector of Customs, St. John’s. 


AUS? RALIA— 

New South Wales.—H.M. Trade Commissioner—see list 
above, Sydney. 

Queensland.—Mr. W. J. Weatherill, ‘‘Courier’’ Buildings, 
Queen Street, Brisbane. 

South Australia.—-Mr. J. K. Samuel, P.O. Box 218, 
Adelaide. 

Tasmania.—Mr. A. H. Ashbolt, 23, Old Wharf, Hobart. 

Victoria.—H.M. Trade Commissioner—see list above, 
Melbourne. 

Western Australia.—Mr. A. M. Oliphant, 4, Commercial] 
Union Chambers, St. George’s Terrace, Perth. 


New ZEALAND— 
Auckland.—Mr. A. J Denniston, P.O. Box 47, Auckland. 
Dunedin.—Mr. W. T. Monkman, Bond Street, Dunedin. 
Wellington—H.M. Trade Commissioner—see list above, 

Wellington. 


Sovtn AFRIcA— 
Union of South Africa: 

Cape Province.—H.M. Trade Commissioner—see list 
above, Cape Town. 

Mr. J. 8S. Neave, Library Buildings, Main Street, 
Port Elizabeth (and for East London). 

Natal Province.—Mr. A. D. C. Agnew, 412, Berea 
Road, Durban. 

Orange Free State Province.—Mr. G. Smetham, P.O. 
Box 101, Fichardt Chambers, Maitland Street, Bloem- 
fontein. 

Transvaal Province.—Lt.-Col. C. A. C. Tremeer, D.S.0., 
P.O. Box 839, Johannesburg. 

Mr. H. R. Eaton,* Commissioner of Customs «nd 
Excise, Pretoria. 
Rhodesia.—Mr. E. C. Baxter, P.O. Box 599, Bulawayo. 
*Designated to act in an honorary capacity by the Governor- 
General. 


New ZEALAND-- 
Wellington.—Mr. R. W. Dalton, H.M. Trade Commis- 
sioner, P.O. Box 369, Wellington (Telegraphic address, 
‘‘Advantage’’). 


Sout Arrica— 

Mr. W. G. Wickham (at present on an official visit to the 
United Kingdom). 

Cape Town.—Mr. J. L. Wilsocn-Goode, H.M. Acting Trade 
Commissioner, P.O. Box 1346, Norwich Union Bldgs. , 
Cape Town (Telegraphic address, ‘‘Austere’’). 

InpDIA AND CEYLoN— 

Caleutta.—Mr. T. M. Ainscough, 0.B.E., McLeod Build- 
ings, 28, Dalhousie Square, Calcutta (Telegraphie 
address, ‘‘Ainscough’’). 

Straits SETTLEMENTS— 

Singapore.—Mr. P. J..McKellen. 


BritisH West Inpvirs—- 
Trinidad.—Mr. A. J. Pavitt 


Correspondents, 


| 


! 


Honorary Trade Correspondents.t 
Kast INpIEs— 
British North Borneo —The Commissioner of Customs 
and Excise, Sandakan. 
Ceylon.—H.M. Trade Comissioner—see list 
Calcutta. 
The Principal Collector of Customs, Colombo. 
Federated Malay States.—The Cummissioner of Trade and 
Customs, Kuala Lumpur. 
Straits Settlements.—H.M. Trade Cominissioner—see list 
akove, Singapore. 
West Arrica— 
Gambia.—-The Receiver General, Customs Department, 
Bathurst. 
Gold Coast.—The Comptroller of Customs, Accra. 
Nigeria.—The Comptroller of Customs, Lagos. 
Sierra Leone.—The Colonial Secretary, Freetown. 
Cameroons, British Sphere of.—The Resident, Cameroons 
Province. 
East AFrica— 
British East Africa and Uganda.—The Chief of Customs, 
Mombasa. 
Nyasaland.—Captain E. Costley-White, Acting Superin- 
tendent of Native Affairs, Zomba. 

Soutu Arrica— 

Basutoland.—The Government Secretary, Maseru. 
Bechuanaland.—Mr. Vernon Eason, Resident Commis- 
sioner’s Office, Mafeking, South Africa. 

West InpIEs— 

Antigua.—The Treasurer, Antigua. 

* Bahamas.—The Colonial Secretary, Nassau. 
Barbados.—The Colonia] Secretary, Bridgetown, 
Dominica.—The Treasurer, Dominica. 

Grenada.—The Collector of Customs, Grenada. 

Jamaica.—The Colonial Secretary, Kingston. 

Montserrat.—The First Treasury Officer, Montserrat. 

St. Kitts-Nevis.—The Assistant Treasurer, St. Kitts. 

St. Lucia.—The Treasurer, St. Lucia. 

St. Vincent.—The Supervisor of Customs, St. Vincent. 

Trinidad.—H.M. Trade Commissioner—see iist above, 
Trinidad. 

Virgin Islands.—The Commissioner, Virgin Islands. 

Bermupa.—The Colonial Secretary, Bermuda. 

Britisa Griana.—The Comptroller of Customs, Georgetown. 

British Honpvuras.—The Colonial Secretary, Belize. 

Cyprrus.—The Chief Controller of Customs and Excise, 
Larnaca. 

FatKLanp Istanns.—The Colonial Secretary, Stanley. 

F131 Istanps.—The Receiver-General, Suva. 

GIBRALTAR.—The Colonial Secretary. 

Honc-Konec.—Mr. E. A. M. Williams, Chartered Bank 
Building, Hong-Kong. 

Matta.—The Collector of Customs, Valletta. 
Mavritivs.—The Collector of Customs, Port Louis. 
St. Herena.—Mr. A. Hands. 

SrycHettes.—The Clerk to the Governor. 
ZANZIBAR.—The Chief Secretary to the Gcvernment. 


above, 


——__— eS ——_———___—__ Qe 


tDesignated to act in an honorary capacity by the Governor 
of the Colony, Possession or Protectorate in which the 
Correspondents reside 
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LIST OF THE PRINCIPAL PUBLICATIONS OF 
THE BOARD OF TRADE. 


To be purchased in the manner indicated on the first page 
of the cover of the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal.” (The post jree 
prises are shown in parenthesis.) 

I.—ANNUAL PUBLICATIONS :-— 


Annual Statement of the Foreign Trade of the United Kingdom, 
1916. Vol. I. [Cd. S32/17-18.] Price 6s. (6s. 9d.); Vol. II. 1916, 
(Cd. 8714/17-18.] Price 4s, 6d. (5s. 3d.) 

Annual Statement of the Navigation and Shipping of the United 
Kingdom for 1913. (Cd. 7616/14.] Price 3s, (3s. 6d.) 

Assurance Companies Return, 1015. Part A. Life Assurance State- 
ments. [H.C. 397/14-16.] Price 6s. (6s. 9d.) 

Ausiraiia. Report by H.M. Trade Commissioner on Ge Trade of the 
Commonwealth for 1917. [Cd. 9160/18.] Price 3d. (4d 

Bankruptcy Report for 1915. [H.C. 136/16.] Price 23d. “(4d.) 

Canada. Report on Trade for 1917, by H.M. Trade Commissioner. 
[Cd. 9150/18.] Price 3d. (4d.) 

*Coal Shipments, 1914 and 1915. (Cd. 8288/16.] Price 24d. (4d.) 

*Coal abies. Statistical Tables relating to Coal and Petroieum Pro- 
duction in the World, 1886-1012. [H.C. 285/13.] Price 6id. (74d.) 
arg Import Duties Return, 1015. [Cd. 8094/14-16.] Price 4s. 2d. 

(4s 5 

Companies. ‘'wenty-sixth General Annual Report, 1016. [H.C. 120/17-18.] 
Price 4d. (5:d.) 

*Consular Reports, 1914 Index. [Cd. 8003/14-16.] Price 5id. (73d.) 

*Electric Lighting Acts. 1882-1900. Proceedings under, during 1913. 
{H.C. 296/14.] Price 3d. (4}d.) 

*Emigration and Immigration. Statistical Tables and Report, 1913. 
[H.C. 205/14.) Price 6d. (8d. 

*Foreign Import Duties, 1913. [Cd. 7180/14.) Price 5s. (5s. 9d.) 

Gas Undertakings: Report and Statistics—Local Authorities, 1913-14. 
{H.©. 312/14-16.] ‘Price 63d. (9d.); other than Local Authorities, 1913. 
[H.C. 311/14-16.] Price 10d. (ls. ‘Old .) 

OG ay Exports, 1900-13, at prices of 1000. [Cd. 7432/14.] Price 

*Iron and Stecl, 1912. Memorandum and Statistical Tables. [H.C. 

284/13.) Price 7d. (9d.) 

Mercantile Navy List and Maritime Directory for 1916. 

*Merchant Shipping, 1881-1911. Tables showing the of Mer- 
chant Shipping in the United Kingdom and the Principal Maritime 
Countries. [Cd. 7083/18.] Price 93d. (1s. 03d.) 

New Zealand.—Report for 1917, by H.M. Trade Commissioner, [Cd. 
9175/18.) Price 3d. (4d. 

*Passenger Movement from and to the United Kingdom, month of 
December, and year ending December, 1914 and 1915. [Cd, 7808- 
XI/14-16.] Price id. (1d.) 

Patents, Des? x and Trade Marks. Report for 1916. [H.C. /79/17-18.] 
Price 2d. 

*Railway Returns—Capital, Traffic, Receipts, Expenditure, etc.—of the 
United Kingdom for 1913. [Cd. 8038/14-16.] Price 1s. 8d. (2s. 1d.) 
Shipping Casvalties and Loss of Life, year ended 30th June, 1913. 

[Cd. 7387/14.] Price 3s. 6d. (4s.) 

South Africa. Report by H.M. Trade Commissioner on the Trade of 
South Africa for 1917. y 0d. 9155/18.] Price 3d. (4d.) 

Statistical Abstract for the United Kingdom. 1901-1915. [Cd. 8448/17-18.] 
Price Is. &). (28. 3d.) 

*Statistical Abstract for the British Empire, 1899-1013. [Cd. 7827/14-16.] 
Price 1s. 3d. (1s. 73d. 

Statistical Abstract for the British Self-Governing Dominions, Colonies, 
Possessions and Protectorates. 1900-1914. [Cd. 8320/16.] Price 
Is. 1M. (2s. 5d.) 

*Statistical Abstract fer Foreign Countrie:. [Cd. 7525/14.] 
Price 28, 2a. (2s, &d.) 

*Statistical Tables relating to British Self-Governing Dominions, 
Colonies, Possessions, and Protectorates. Part XXXVIII. 1912. 
[Cd. 7667/14-16.1 Pree 6s. lld. (7s. 8d.) 

“Tramways and Licht Railways, Street and Road, 1912-13. [H.C. 202/13.] 
Price 6d. (83d.) 

*Weichts and Measures. Report for 1914. [H.C. 148/14-16.] Price 3id. 
(6d.) 


I.—MONTHLY PUBLICATIONS :- - 
Trace and Commerce of certain Foreign Countries gnd British Posses- 
sious—17—lil1/18. Price 4d. (5}d.) 
Trade aud Navigation of the United Kingdom, April, 1918. 18@—111/17. 
18. Price $d. (1s.) 


1901-1912. 


LII.—WSEKLY PUBLICATIONS :— 
Board of Trade Journal and Commercial Gazette. Priceéd. (6}d.) 


IV.—OcCASIONAL PUBLICATIONS :— 

Agriculturai and Trade Levelopment (United Kingdom, Germany and 
‘United siates). (H.C, 218/14.] Price 1d, (2d.) 

Alcoholic Be Vora ges (1£90- lyve). {H. UC. sii w/t 9.) Price &d. (11d.) 

British and boregn Trade and indusiry. ge Statistical Tables 
and Oharis. (Cd. 4954/00.) Price 53, 2d. (5s, 8d.) 

British ‘Trade afcer tie War. ([Cd. 8181/16.] Price 2:1. (4d.) 
[Cd. 8275/16.) Price 4d. (63d.) 
Britwh ‘Trade in British West Africa, Straits Settlements, British 
Guiana, and Bermud (Od. 6771/13.] "Price 6d. (8}d.) 
Census of Productica (1907). Final Report, with Tables. (Cd. 6320/12-13.] 
Price 7s.6d. (&s. 3d.) 

Comuierc¥:i Inteiligene Committee. Report for period October, 1913, 
to October, 1917. [Cd. 8815/17-18.] Price 2d. (3d.) 

Commercial Traveliers: Memorandum as to Regulations in force 
Abroad. [Cd. 7031/14.] Price 9d. (1s.) 

Financial Facilities for Trade. [Cd. 3345) '16.] Price 1d. (2d.) 

Food Supplies (Imported), 1004-12. [H.L, 83/13.] Price 2d. (3:d 

Foreizn Countries: Preference to Colonies. {H.C. 296/00.] Price 23d. 
(4d.) 

Foreign Trade of the United Kingdom with Certain Countries. 
[H.C. 225/14.] Price $d. (1d.) 

Germany. Goods Imported. [H.C. 143/11.] Price 1d. (2d.) 

Germnatiy. Tariff Treaties and Trade. [H.C. 144/11.] Price ld. (2d.) 

*Mercantile Marine (Seamen Employed). Return of the Number, Ages, 
Ratings, and Nationaities of Eeamen employed on 8rd April, 1911, 
on Vessels registered in the British Islands. [Cd. 6442/12-13.] Price 
5d. (7d.) 

Merchant Shipping. List of Principal Acts, Regulations, etec., relating 
thereto in force August, 1917. Price 3d. (4d. ) 

“Options” and “Futures.” Legislation in certain countries respecting 
Gambling im. [Cd. 8850/98.] Price 3d. (44d.); [Cd. 1756/04.] Price 54d. 
744.); (Cd. 3289/$7.] Price 3d. (4$d.); [Cd. 3963/08.] Price 23d. (4d-) 


‘au 


Raiiway Accidents during Six Months ended 31st Decetnber, 1917. Price 
3d. (33d.) 

Shinping Subsidies. Report on Bounties and Subsidies in respect of 
Shipbuilding. Shipping and Navigation in Foreign Countries. 
[Cd. 6999/13.] Pree 5d. (7d.) es | a 

*Publication suspended during the pericd of the War. 














State Railways (British Possessions and Foreign Countries). [H.C. 
237/13.] Price 7$d. (10d 
iarifts (New) :—Brazil (Proposed). [Cd. 7004/14.] Price 1s. 3d. (1s. 73d.) ; 
Bulgaria. [Cd. 2862/06.] Price 6d. (8id.); Chile. [Cd. 8864/16.] Price 
ls. (ls. 33d.) ; Colombio. (Cd. 7353/14.] Price 6d. (&d.); Denmark. [Cd. 
4267/08.] Price 6d. (8d.); Netheriands (Proposed). [Cd. 6485/12-13.] Price 
4id. (64d.); Philippine Islands. [Cd. 4903/09.) Price 6}d. (9d.); 
Roumania. [Cd. 2828/06.] Price 7d. (9id.); Russia B92 (Cd. 
7854/14-15.] Price 7d. (@:d.); Servia. [Cd. 3749/08.] Price 8d. (ls. 
Spain. (Cd. 6040/12-13.] Price 44d. (6id.); Sweden. [Cd. 5464/10.) Price 
91d. (1s. O1d.); Switzerland. [Cd. 2768/06.] Price 7d. (9id.); United 
States. (Cd. 7128/14.) Price ls. 1d. (1s. 4:d.) 

Tea and Coffee (1909-10). [H.C. 275/11.] Price 2d. (44.) 

*United Kingdom (Trade, Commerce, and Condition of People). [H.C. 
$20/14-16.] Price jd. (1d.) 

Wheat Prices, International. Return showing average prices, 1840 to 
1912. [H.C. 46/13.] Price ¢d, (id.) 

PATENT OFFICE (BOARD OF TRADE) PUBLICATIONS :—- 

I. Illustrated Official Journal (Patents). Published every Wednesday. 
Is., by post ls. 2d. Annual subscription, including postage, £3; 
quarterly subscription, lis. 

CONTENTS.—Official Not:ces—Applications for Patents—Acceptances 
of Spevifications—Amendments of Speciiications—Patents Sealed— 
Renewal Fees Paid—Patente Void—Applications Abandoned, &c.— 
Designs Registered—Illustrated Abridgments of Current Specifications 
—and Reports of Patent, &. Cases. 

Il. Trade Marks Journal. Published every Wednesday, 6d., by post 
8d. Annual subscriptions, including postage, £1 15s.; quarterly 
subscription, &s. 9d. 

CONTENiS.—illustraticn of Trade Marks applied for, and the Names 
abd Cal:ings of Applicants. 

Annual subscriptions must date from lst January, other sub- 
scripticns must be for periods of not less than three months, and 
date from Ist of January, April, July or October. 

1876-1887. Nos. 1-509. 1s. each number. 

1888. Nos, 510-561. ls. 6d. each number. 

1889-1915. Nos. 2 et seq. 6d. each number, by post 8d. 


REPORTS of Patent, i te and Trade Mark Cases. 

1884-1886. Vois. 1-3 each number, or 10s. each volume. 
1887-1888. Vols. 45. Is. each number, or 20s. each volume. 
1889-1915. Vols, 6-32. 6d. each number. 

Digest of Cases reported in Vo's. 1-5. 1s. each. 

Vols. 631. 6d. each. 

Consolidated Digest of Cases reported in Vols. 1-2 

ialand post 10s. 7d. 


Price 108.; by 





—~ 


GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


The following official publications have recently been 
issued :— 


Amendments, etc., to the Royal Warrant for the Pay, Appointment, 
Promotion and Non-effective Pay of the Army, published in Army Orders 
between ist December, 1914, and lst August, 1018, and including, besides 
Permanent —a_ and Amendments, those of Temporary Application 
only. Post free, ls. 

Home Office. Factory and Workshop Acts, 1904 to 1911. Vorm No. 37a. 
General Register. Post free, 6d. 

Local Government Board. Representation of the Feopie Act, 1018. 
R.P. 59. Post free, 1)d. 

Miaistry of Pensicas. Special Grants Committee, Regulations, Part LI. 
Supplementary Separation “Allowances, etc. Post free, lid. 

Ministry of Reconstruction. Memorandum on Subsidiary Health and 
Kindred Services for Women. Post free, 43d. 

Ministry of Reconstruction. Advisory Council. Women’s Housing Sub- 
Committee. First Interim Report. [Cd. 9166.] Post free, lid. 

Mercantile Marine. Examinations for Certificates of Competency. Report 
on the Examinations of Candidates for Certificates of Competency in the 
Mercantile Marine and the Sea-Fishing Service for the year eading 3ist 
December, 1917. [Cd, 9167.] Post free, lid. 

National Health Insurance Act, Ireland. Supplement to the Handbcok 
for the use of Approved Societies having Members Resident in Ireland. 
Post free, 6d. 

National Health Insurance. Provisional Acceptance of Traneferning 
Member. Post free, ljd. net, or ls. 3d. per 100. 

Reports upon Openings for Industry suitable fcr Disabled Sailors and 
Soldiers. No. XIX. The Brush-making Trade. Post free, 1id. 

Reconstruction Supplement to the Daily Review of the Foreign Press. 
Volume 2, No. 12. Post free, 7d. 

The Month’sa Work. Magazine Issued by the Ministry of Labour. Sep- 
tember, 1918. Post free, 3d. 

Technical Supplement to the Daily Review of the Foreign Presse. Index 
to Volume I. January to June, 1018. Post free, 7d. 





Statutory Rules and Orders. 
Price 1d. each (post free 13d.). 


1918. No. 1140. Defence of the Realm. Ministry of Food. Eggs (Licensing 
of Wholesale) Dealers and Distribution Order, 13th Sep- 
temper, 1918. 

1918. No. 1165. Defence cf the Realm. Mimistry of Food. Milk (Winter 
Prices) Order, 17th September, 191s. 

1918. No. 116. Defence of the Realm. Ministry of Food. Jam Manufac- 
turers (Restscticn) Order, 18th September, 1918. 

1918. No. 1191/S.61. Defence ci the Realm. Local Authorities (Fuel and 
Lighting) (Scotland) Order, 18th September, 1918. 

1918. No. 119¢6/S.53. Defence of the Realm. Order of the Board of Trade, 
idth September, 1018, as to rates of the Clyde Naviga- 
tion Trustees. 

1918. No. 1199. Defence of the Realm. Ministry of — Bones (Maxi- 
mum Prices) Order, 23rd Septcmber, 19 

1918. No. 1204. Juvenile Offender. Detention and iiainte snance. Regula- 
tions, 6th September, i918. 

1918. No. 1215/8.64. Defence of the Realin. Household Fuel and Lighting 
(Scotland) Order, 18th September, 1918. 

191s. No. 1219. Registration of Electors, England. Registration Officers 
Order, 13th February, 1915. 

1918. No. 1220. Registration of Eiectors, England. 
Order, 2ist September, 1918. 

1918. No. 1221. Defence of the Realm. Local Authorities (Food Ccntrol) 
Order (No. 5), 28th August, 1918. 

1918. No. 1226/8.55. Defence of the Realm. Order of the Secretary for 
Scotland, 26th September, 1918. 

1918. No. 1230. Defence cf the Realm. Order in Council, 27th September, 

| 1918, further amending the Defence of tke Reaim 
kegulations. 

1918. No. 1240. — Price of Coal. Gas Coke Priees Order, Ist October, 


Returning Officers 


———_—_—— eee 


Phi ation “guapended during the period of the War. 
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THE BOARD OF TRADE. 


7, WHITEHALL GARDENS, LONDON, S.W. 1. 











————— 


Permanent Departments, Temporary Departments, and Executive — 
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S.W.1. Sir W. Egerton, K.C.M. G. (Chairman). 
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